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OF THB 



GWEDIR FAMILY, 

BY SIR JOHN WYNNE, 

The first JBaronet of that name, who was bom in 1553. 



INTRODUCTION*. 

It may not be improper to give the reader some accou|it of yr^at 
he 18, or is not,, to expect from the present publication, as well aar 
to throw together what few particulars can be now collected with 
regard to its author* 

The MS hatb^ for above a century* being so prized in North 
Wales^ that many in those parts have thought it worth while to 
make fair and complete transcripts of it. One of these Carte had 
consulted^ and he refers to it as his authority for the Welsh Bards 
having been massacred by Edward the Firstf. This circumstance 
alone may stamp a most intrinsic value on the MS, as it hath* 
given rise to an ode which will be admired by our latest posterity. 

• This history of the Gwedir Family wai pablished in octavo, I77S ; bat the impression haying 
been sold, it hath for some years been in considerable request, and is therefore here re-printed^ 
with some additional notes. The additi(nial notes of the present Edition are distingnished by the 
initials P. E. for Present Editor. 

t See Carte, toU IL p. 196, where it is entitled, Sir Jolm Wpmei Hutvm ^Ifte GwedtrJkmUf. 
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IV. INTRODUCTION. 

The whole passage relative to this tradition is also cited by the 
Rev. Mr. Evans, in his Specimens of Welsh Poetry, and it ap- 
pears that he had made the extract from a copy in the collection 
of Sir Roger Mostyu, Bart. 

It is believed likewise, that there is another transcript* in the 
possession of Mr. Panton, of Plasgwjm in Anglesey, who, to- 
gether with Mr. Holland, of Conway, and the Rev. Mr. Jones, 
(late Vicar of Llanrwst), have been so obliging as to communicate 
many particulars with regard to the Gwedir family. 

The author was indeed a general collector of what related not 
only to his own ancestors^ but the antiquities of the Principalityt» 
as Rowland cites an ExtentJ or Survey of North Wales, illustrated 
by useful remarks of Sir John Wynne. 

There was some difficulty in settling the time of the author's 
birth and death, till Mr. Granger s Biographical Dictionary was 
consulted, who gives the following inscription, under a copy made 
by Vertue, from an engraving of the author by Vaughan. 

" Johannes Wynn de Gwedir in Com. Carnarvon Eques & Ba- 
•'ronettus§; obiit 1^ die Martii, 1C26, act. 73." 

* The present publication is also from a copy that belonged to Capt Joseph Williams of Glan- 
raTon, which he kindly commanicated. 

t See Mod. Antiq. p. 133. 

I t This extent or snnrey of North Wales is now in the Harleian Collection. It is a very fine 
MS in folio, and appears to hare been made in the 26th year of Edward the third. It relates 

only to the counties of Anglesey, Camar?on, and Merioneth. A MS amongst Dr. Fonlkes*9 

papers, says, that this extent was began in Edward the first's time, and continued by Edward the 
second, and finished the %Oth of Edward the third. It is called ** the record of Caemanron ' ia 
the Harleian Collection ; it relates only to the counties of Mdn, Caemanron, and Meiiiooydd. No. 
4776.— P. E. 

$ Qe was created Baronet in 161 1. (See Gwiilim's Heraldry, 6th ed.) 

















INTRODUCTION. V. 

The words "nee timet nee tamet" are inscribed on Sir John 
Wynn's picture at Mostyn. 

The accuracy of these dates seemed at first to be very suspicion s, 
as there is an account of a voyage to Spain by Sir Richard Wynne 
of GwediVf Baronet ^ in 1623^ which is prefixed to that volume 
of Hearne's Tracts, that begins with the Life of Richard the se- 
cond. Application was however made to the late Mr. West, 
Pr. R. S. for leave to examine the original print, in his very va- 
luable and curious collection. Mr. Granger's dates are thereby 
most exactly confirmed, and it may not be improper here to add, 
the inscription under the engmving r 

" Vera effigies Domini Clarissimi Johannis Wynn de Gwedir in 
'^ Com. Carnarvon, Equitis & Baronetti. 

" Obiit primo die Martii 1626, aetat. 73. 

" Honoris ipsius caus4 Rob. Vaughan sculpsit, prolique D. D." 

This was possibly Robert Vaughan of Hengwrt the great an- _^ j^^ 

tiquary, who was a particular friend of Sir John Wynh, as also 
of his son Sir Richard, to whom he dedicated his book, entitled, 
" British Antiquities revived." 1 find also, by the letter subjoined,, 
that Mr. Robert Vaughan, of Hengwrt, engraved himself, and that 
the expression oi sculpsit therefore is strictly accurate. 
'' Sir, 

" I wold intreate you to send me certayne directfons, whether 
*' itt shold be three Egletts in a Scutcheon, or one Eagle on a 
*' Wreath; for to doe it in a Scutcheon with one Eagle is con- 
" trary to the rules of heraldry, and not your cote: likewise 
^^ whether itt shold not have a Labell for tlie distinction of an 
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VI. INTRODUCTION. 

*^ elder brother, during the life-time of his father, in this man- 
*' ner. \ f If you please to send by the weekly post I will 

<£^£JEs\ answer you by the next convenient messenger. 
^< v--^v-^ When these troubles began, I had drawne the 

^' pedigree of Sir Richard, from Owen Gwynedd, lineally to faim« 
'^ selfe ; now in my absence from London, both the copper plate 
'^ which I had began to 'grave, and the draught was embezzeled 
'^ from me; now 1 am resolved, (God willing) this vacation time 
'' to sett it a foote agayne. I onely want the names of your an« 
cestors from Owen Gwynedd to your selfe, of which you are 
the 15th, (leaving out young Sir John, and Sir Richard,) be- 
*' cause they died issueless. For the faces I am at my own fancy, 
till I come to Sir John Wyn your father ; for the rest that are 
beyond him, 1 thinke you have no true pictures of them extant. 
This (if I have your fayre leave) I wold dedicate, to posterity, in 
'* some small measure, to expreese my duty I owe to your honor' d 
<< family ; and during life, remayne, 

*' Your evervowed servant, 

" ROBEBT VaUOHAN. 

London, June 83, 
1660. 

'' To the Hon. Sir Owen Wynne, Knt. 

" Baronet at Gwedur, 
" These, with his service, present.*' 

[Communicated by Paul Panton, Esq.] 

It seems improbable that the engraver could be inaccurate in 
the dates of Sir John Wynne's birth and death, when the print is 
dedicated to his family. 
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The title therefore given by Hearne^ to a voyage of* Sir Richard 
Wynne, of Gwedir, Baronet, in 1623, when he only became so 
in 1627, must have arisen from his being a Baronet, when fae^ per- 
haps, made a more fair and complete copy of his Travels. 

If this could want any confirmation, it may receive it from two 
commissions in Rymerf ; in the first of which, dated in 1626, 
mention is made of Sir John Wynne, Baronet ; and in the second, 
dated in 1627:|:, of Sir Richard Wynne, Baronet 

Though Mr. Granger therefore seems to be accurate, with re- 
gard to the birth and death of the first Baronet, yet, from a simila- 
rity of names, he hath made a mistake in ascribing the republi- 
cation of '' Dr. PowelPs History of Wales, from Cadwalader to 
'' Llewelyn, by W. Wynne, A. M /' to this Baronet. 

The author, who was born in 1553, seems to have lived chiefly 
in retirement, during which period no very interesting particulars 
can be expected §. 

• An inscription in Wimbleton church.—" Hic jacet Rio : Wyn de Gwedir ha Com *: de Caer- 
nar : Mil : et Baron : thesaurarins nee non conciiiarius Honoradssimns Principis et Henrietle 
Marias regtnae qui lineik parental! et illnstri ilia Famili& et antiquissima Stirpe Britanica North 
Wailiae Principom Oriandus Denatus 19 die Julii 1649 JEtatis 61.— P. £. 

t See Rymer*s Feed. vol. VIII. pait ii. p. 145 and 23S. Hague ed. 

X Sir John Wynn probaMy died on March 3^ 1626-7. 

$ It should seem, that he had travelled in \i\& younger days, as Archbishop Williams, (then 
tutor to his sons at St. John's College, Cambridge,) speaks of him as a man * , 

Multonim mores hominum qui vidit, & urbes* • 
Which circumstance is, perhape, confirmed by his son, having visited Italy when young, as fathers 
generally wish that their sons sliould be educated in the same manner with themselves. 

A letter in Mr. Pan ton's possession from Mr. Williams, afterwards Archbishop of York, speaks 
of Sir J. Wynne's tons as very promising scholars. By No. 2129 of Harleian MS/U appears, that 
there was a room within the hall at Gwydlr, painted ^th the arms and descent of the family.^ P. £. 

* MS. Letter penes Paul Panton, Esq. 
B 
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Tba tmilding a new house, is an eTcnt of some consequence in 
such a life ; he began Upper Gwedir* in 1604^ as appears by an 
inscription over the entrance. 

It was considered as one of the best houses in the principality^ 

because there is a tradition, that it was calculated to receive any of 
the Royal Family, who might have occasion to go to Ireland t* 

* The home, called lower Gweder, he mendoiis in this MS, to hmve been bnilt by his great 
frand&ther. As for Upper Gwedir, it was covered almost with inscriptions in different lan- 
guages ; scarcely any of whidi remain, as the wainscot hath been lately nsed in repairing fiinn^ 
houses, on other parts of the estate. The Pigeon-house appears by the date, to have been built 
hi 1607, Gwedir Summer-house, in 1673. 

There is an engraving of Lower Gwedir, in a map of Denbigh and Flintshire, which was pahr 
Mshed 40 or 50 years ago, by William WiUiams : 

A Welsh inscription, which b still legible, over the entrance, is here subjoined. 

Bryn Gwydir gwelir golau adeilad, 

uwch dolydd a cbaerau, 
Bryn gwych adail yn ail ne, 
Bron wen henHys brenhinlle. 

Hugh bach ap Howel ap Shenkln a ganodd yr Englyn uchod,. ddcng mlyned'd" cyn amcaair 
gwneuthur yr adeilad lion. 

^ A conspicuous edifice on Gwedir hill, towering over the adjacent land*, a well-chosen situa^ 
^ tioa, a second paradise, a feir bank, a palace of royalty. 

«< This Englyn was written by little Hugh Shenkin, tern yean h^srt the building tats designed* ."* 

The late reverend Mn Jones, vicar of Llanrwst, was so obliging as to copy the above inscrip* 
tion, and to accompany it with the translation here given^ 

He also observes, that this Wckh composition is a sort of gingle, for which he knows no 
English name, or any similar metre. ' 

t A correspondent of his son,^Sir Richard Wynne, speaks thus of Gwedir, in 1661. 

" Dearb Sir, 
** I know not how inpart to acquit myselfe of the obligation yon have layd on me, without giving 
^ my acknowledgement to your excellent lady, whom I have taken the boldness to visit, and find 
'* her in the happy condition I desired, being very well, and upon inquiry, contuiuing in the 
" hopeful way you left her, to increase your family. Really, upon my view and consideration oi 
'' the seate of Gwidder, I conclude it to be the best place in Wales, and inferiour to few la. 
" England, I need not urge those things to hasten your retume ; but I should judge very weakly 
*' of tliose that have such conveniencys, and will not enjoy them, if not detained by very great 

» It 'should seem from this, that little Hugh Shenkin was a prophet, as well as a poet 
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As in the year 1604^, none of the blood Royal could probably 
think of such a journey, it may rather be supposed, that it was 
destined for the reception of the Lords Deputies of Ireland, as it 
is little out of the road to Holyhead, if at this time they did not 
go from Chester to Dublin. 

Be this as it may, some reason for any mention being made of 
this house, arises from a possibility of its having been designed 
by Inigo Jones, in his first manner, before he had been in Italy, 
as this great architect was protected by Sir John Wynne, 

The name of Jones, sufficiently proves him to have been of 
Welsh extraction ; to which it may be added, that his cast of 

9 

features, as represented in Hollar s engraving of his portrait, seems 
to shew that he must have been an inhabitant of the Princi- 
pality. 

All traditions have generally some foundation, and it is com- 
monly believed, in the neighbourhood of Llanrwst, that Jones 
was bom either at that town, or Dolwyddelan, which is equally 
situated near considerable estates of the Gwedir family. The tra- 
dition is also so circumstantial, as to suppose, that he was 
christened by the name of Ywyr*. which, after his travels into 

<< considerations. In fine, I am in the battery^ jnst taking leave, and drinking your healtlb 
'' bidding adieu to yoor house and the like, at this time to yourselfe* 

** Your most bumble serrant, 

** And obliged Coscn, 

« Thomas Bulkely." 
45«^icr, thu 27th May, 1Q61. 

[ Present this to the Hon Sir Richard Wynne, Bart.] 
«^ John Win np Meredith dwellith at Gweder at two bows shoto above Conunty town, on the npt 
''of CoBway River: it is a praty place," Lei. Itin. vol. V. p. 40. Leland here most evidently 
mistakes Conway for Llanrwst. 

* I think with much more probability, that it was Inco, which I find was a name not yer>' un- 
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Italy, he exchanged for Inigo, as sounding better *. It is part 
likewise of the same tradition^ that he was patronised by the 
Wynne's of Gwedir, and that he built Plast^g, belonging to the 
Trevor family, on the road from Wrexham to Mold f . 

As every particular which relates to this great architect, is in- 
teresting, it may not be improper also to observe, that Jones, who 
went a second time to Italy, in 1612, might possibly have tra- 
velled J under the protection of the author's eldest son, John, who 
died at Lucca, in that year. As for his being patronised by the 
Earl of Pembroke at this time, it seems to be very justly doubted 
by Mr. Walpole §. 

commoD in those times, and there b a honse not far from Llanrwst, which is called to this day 
*« Pen-craig Inco." P..B. Williaras.— P. E, 

* Thus Cooper, (master of the Viol da Gamba to Charles the First,) after he had been in Italy, 
changed his name to Coperario. Hawkins's History of Music, vol. IV. He also altered his 
Christian name, stiling himself Giovanni, instead of John, ibid. vol. IV. p. 55. Thus, likewise, 
Peter Philips, another musician, who had hpo.n much in Italy, stiled himself Pictro Philippi, 
ibid. V. III. p. 327. Jones was branded |>y Hen Jonson for his vanity, as one of the latter's epi« 
grams is addressed to Inigo Marquis would be. Jones, indeed, contrived the scenes for Jonson's 
masques, which being,' perhaps, more admired than the poetry, excited Jonson's envy. It is re- 
markable also, that one of these scenes represents Crai Eryri, or the rocks of Snowdon *■ , under 
which Jones was bom, if a native of Llanrwst. 

Davydd Rhys, changed his surname into Rizzio ; his father, Dr. John Davydd Rhys, studied 
Physic in the Uuiversity of Sienna, in 1555.— P. E. 

t There is an engraving of the front of this house, on the side of a large map of Denbighshire 
and Flintshire, which was published about forty or fifty years ago. 

X The university of Oxford, A. D. 1605, upon King James visiting it, hired one Mr. Jones, a 
great traveller, who undertook to further them much, and furnish them with rare devices, bnt 
performed very little, to that which was expected, though paid £50. for his service. Addition to 
the second volume of Lei. Collect, p. 640. 

$ Anecdotes of Painting in England (article Jones); where notice is likewise taken, that this 
great architect was possibly protected by the Earl of Arundel. 

Inigo Jones, was employed by Q. Eliz. in repairing one of the piers of London Bridge, which 
gained huu repute, aAcr been recommended to that Queen, by Sir John Wynne. This anecdote, 

* By Snowdcn is here meant, what was anciently Included in the forest of that name. 
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It is not improbable likewise, Ibat Jones might have obtained 
tlie considerable statioa be aflterwards rose to from the patronage 
of this family, which, considered him as a promising genius, that 
did particular honour to Gwedir, and its neighbourhood. But to 
return to what more immediately concerns the author of these 
Memoirs, and liis family. 

In 1610, .Sir John Wynne erected at Llanrwst some alms- 
houses, (to which he gave the name of Jesus Hospital) for the re- 
ception of twelve poor men, and drew up regulations for the 
iiianagemeut of his benefaction. He also endowed this charity 
very liberally, with the rectorial tithes of Eglwys Fach, which 
are now valued at X200. per annum. 

In 1615, he had incurred the displeasure of Uie Council of the 
fllarches, as the then Chancellor, (Lord Kllesmere) is informed, 
that Sir John Wynne, Knight and Baronet, is improper to be con- 
tinued a member thereof, and also, that his name should not re- 
main in the commission of the peace for Carnarvonshire ". 

The year before his death, he was desirous of promoting a con- 
siderable embankment on the confines of Carnarvon, and Meri- 
onethihire i" ; as appears by the following letter : 

" Right worthee Sir, my good Cousyn, and one of the 
" greate Honours of Veneration, 

" 1 Understand of a greale work that you have performed in 



Ifce late Re*. Jofcn Lloyd, Hector of Caerwj«, : 
Lad it from tbe late Mr. Wynn, of BodicalloD, v 
InigD Jaow.— P. E. 

• MS. Letter, pcnci Mr. Panlon. 

t Engineer! hnre iatety made tlieir reporta i 
vrorkmn have been euiplojed- 



eeived fram Mr. Stoddirl, of Llaodderfel, who 
a Hu poaaesBed of several anecdotes relative to 



favour of this uttderlaking ; but liitlierlo no 
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*' the Isle of Wight^ m gaininge two thousand acres from the 
'^ sea : I may saie to you an the Jewes said to Christ ; we have 
^' heard of thy great workes done abroad^ doe somewhat in thine 
" owne Countrey. 

'* There are two wayis in Merionythshire, whereon some parte 
" of my living* iieth, called Traethmawr, and Traethbychan, of a 
<< greate extent of ground, and entringe into the sea by one Issue^ 
'^ which ys not a mile broade at full sea, and verie shallow : the 
*' fresh currents that run into the sea, are both vehement and 
^' greate, and carrie with them much sand, beside the southerly 
" winde^ which bloweth to the haven's mouth, carrieth with it 
^' so much sand, th'jt it hath overwhelmed a greate quantitie of 
the ground adjacent. There are also in the boarderinge coun- 
treys abundance of wood, brushy and other materials fit to 
make mounts, to be had at a verie cheape rate, and easilie 
broi^ht to the place, which I hear they do in Lincolnshire^ ta 
repell the sea. My skill ys little, and my experienee none at 
all in such matters ; yet I ever had a desire to further my 
country in such actions as might be for their profit, and leave 
'^ a remembrance of my endeavours ; but hindered with other 
^' matters, I have onelie wished well, and done nothiiige. 

" Now, seinge yt pleased God, to bringe you into this countrey,, 
" I am to desire you, to take a view of the place,^ not beinge 
*' above a daie's journey from you ; and yf you doe see things fit 
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* Anciently wed for aa estatCf thus, " I have a little living in this town." 

The London Prodigal, ascribed ta Shakespeare* 
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" to be undertaken, I ame content to adventure a brace of hun- 
" dretb pounds to joyne with you in the worke. 

" I have leade oare on my ground in greate store *, and other 
*' minerals, neere my house, yf it please you to come hither, being 
" not above two dales journey from you, you shall be most 
" kindely welcome ; yt may be you shall find her* that will lend 
*' to your commoditie and myne ; yf 1 did knowe the day cer- 
" taine, when you would come to view Traithmawr, my sonne, 
*' Owen Wynn, shall attend yon there, and conduct you thence 
*' along to my house. Commending me verie kindely unto you, 
*f doe rest, 

" Your loving Cousyn, and Friend, 

" John Wynne." 

GrifSder, Sept. I. 1C2S. • 

To the Hon. Sir Hugh Myddleton, 

Knight and Baronet. 
[Acoppieof a letter to Sir Hugh Myddleton, Knighl and naronrt, 
at tlic Silver Minesf. in Cardiganshire.] 

In 1626, at the age of seventy-three, he died much lamented, 
both by his family and ueighbonrhood, which may be inferred 
from the engraving by Vaughan, already mentioned, as in those 
times, few had such re-tpect shewn to their memories, who were 
not very singularly esteemed. 

How many of Sir John Wynne's children were living at hus 

* Tbue mhics hate been lately worked, and I am totd with some taecess. 
t Tliefo is so macb »iWcr in some of the le»il mines, not far from Abeijslwilli, llial (licy li»vs 
been stilctt the Wcl^ PotMi; I havu bccu iufaraieii rW, tliat raency iutlh been ooiiieU fioia 
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death cannot now be accurately known; he had^ however, by 
Sidney^ daughter of Sir William Gerard, chancellor of Ireland, 
eleven sons^ and two daughters *. 

Sir Richard Wynne, who became the eldest son, upon the death 
of his brother John, was one of the Grooms of the Bedchamber to 
Charles the First, when Prince of Wales, and was appointed af- 
terwards Treasurer to Queen Henrietta. 

In 1633, Sir Richard built the chapel at Llanrwst, which is sup- 
posed by tradition to have been planned by Jones, and in 1636, 
the bridge over the Conway, at the end of the town, was com- 
pleted. This bridge is also considered as a work of Jones's, and 
is so elegant a structure, that it sufficiently speaks itself to be the 
plan of a masterly architect f. 

* This appears by the inscription over the author's tomb, at Llanrwst. A letter from Arch- 
buhop WilliamSy states, that some of his elder sons were promising scholars. 

In Ihe Temple Charch, is a monoment to Henry Wynn, one of the eleven sons of Sir Jolm, 
Wynn, of Gwedir, fiart This * Henry Wynn, married Catherine, the daughter and heiress of 
Elizei Lloyd, Esq. of Rugocb, in Merioneth. He was Judge of the Marsbalsea, Prothonotary of 
the N. W. Circuit, and Secretary to the Court of the Marches. He died in 1671. See also No. 2129 
p. 148, Sc seq. of the Harleian MSS. for many inscriptions on the tomb-stones of the author's an- 
cestors in Llanrwst church, which seem to have been copied about a century ago^ and many of 
. which are now scarcely legible. 

t Mr. Panton hath informed me, from the records of the Quarter Sessions for Denbighshire, 
that this bridge was directed to l>e re-built in the'oth of Car. I. by a letter from the Privy Coun- 
cil ^ , Jones being then surveyor of the works, and having therefore probably, procured this order 
in favour of the place of his nativity. The estimate amounted to £1000. which was to be levied on 
the two counties of Denbigh and Carnarvon. « 

.* Henry Wynn was father to Sir J. Wynn, of W3mstay, Bart who having no children, left hit 
estates to Sir William Williams, Bart, of Llanvorda the husband of Jane,grandaughter and heiress 
to William Wynn, of Garthgynnan, who was the fourth son of Sir J, Wynn, of Owydyr, upon con« 
dition of his taking the r.ame and arms of Wynn. The present Sir W. W. Wynn, b the lineal 
<k;scendant, and representative of Sir WiUlan Williams.— P. £. 

^ A modem lawyer would probably dispute the legality of such a requisition. 
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Having stated the few circumstances, which could be collected 
with r^ard to the author, it may not be improper to mention^ 
that no liberties have been taken in improving his orthography, or 
style, except now and then, by breaking a very long and compli- 
cated period into two^ so as to make it more perspicuous and in- 
telligible. 

It is not pretended^ that the present publication is entitled to 
any merit of this sort, as it appears to have been compiled merely , 4 

for the author's information^ and that of his descendants. ;j 

His intention in these memoirs of his family, was to deduce his ; 

pedigree from Owen Gwynedd*, Prince of N.Wales in 1438. //^H *" 
So long therefore, as his ancestors continued to be some of the * 

reguli of that country, it may be considered as a history, or rather 
brief chronicle of the Principality, Imperfect, however as it is, 
yet it may be entitled to some degree of value, in the light of ^a 
supplement to Dr. Powell's Chronicle of Wales, 

It appears by this MS. that the author was furnished with jome 
materials, which neither Powell, nor Wynne, the only other his- 
torian of Wales, had ever seen. 

lu diOerent parts of these memoirs he cites as his authorities. 
The copy of a Fragment of a Welsh Chronicle, in the possession 
of his cousin, Sir Thomas Williams of Trefriw ; Welsh Pedigrees ; 
The records kept in Carnarvon Castle; Records copied for him 
at the Tower, by J. Broughton, Esq, then Justice of N. Wales; 
as also the tradition of the country. 

• Owen Gwynedd, succeeded h^s father Griff, ab CynaD, in the Principality of North Wales, * 

in the year 1137, and feigned 32 years.— P. E. 
D 
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What seems to be most interesting in the work^ are some anec- 
dotes and circumstances which relate to the more immediate an- 
cestors of the author, as they are strongly characteristic of the 
manners and way of living in the Principality, during that period. 

As the places mentioned are often nothing more than farms^ 
and in a part of Wales not much known probably to English 
Readers^ it hath been thought proper to subjoin in a note some ac- 
count of their situations. 

If this had been done, however, in every instance, it would 
have greatly increased the size of the publication ; it therefore 
may not be improper to premise, that the scene chiefly lies in 
Eifionydd*, Dolwyddelan f, and Gwedir, all of which are in 
Carnarvonshire. 

I conceive it to be much to the credit of these Family Memoirs, 
that the very learned and ingenious Dr, Percy, (Dean of Carlisle) 
hath perused them with sunh ^Hi^niion, as to hare drawn out four 
genealogical tables, as also to have added some notes,^ for the il- 
lustration of certain parts, and more particularly with regard to 
the pedigrees. I am proud to insert these, and the reader will 
find them under the mark of P. I have likewise added some ob- 
servations, for which I am indebted to the Rev. Mr. Evan Evans^ 
translator of some specimens of ancient Welsh Poetry, published 
for Dodsley, in quarto : these are marked E. 

* Evionydd, is a tract of country lying between the promontory ofLleyn, and the monntain«ns 
region of Snowdon. It was formerly a comot of the cautrev, or bnndfed of Dunodig ; the other 
comot was Ardudwy^ now a part of Meiriouyddshire, between Harddlecb and Barmouth. WaTteu 
Uavies.— P* £• 

t Dolwyddelao, a paruh near Capcl Curig.— P. £• 
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Wales, and at the request of Morice Wynne, Esq. (who had the 
same written in a most ancient booke and was lineally descended 
from him) was translated into Latine by Nicholas Robinson^ 
Bishop of Bangor *. 

Owen Gwynedd was Prince after his father. 

He married to his first wife Gwladys, daughter to Lowarce ap 
Trahayarn, Lord of Divet, by whom he had only Yerwertht 

* The late Rev. Mr. Lloyd of Cowden, in Sussex, informed me that he saw this MS. of Bishop 
Robinson, at the Rev. Mr. Hugh Hughes's, late Vicar of Bangor, whose father and eldest brother 
vrere stewards after him at Gwedir* • 

t This aeconnt differs very materially from that given by Dr. Powel in his History of Cambria^ 
p. f 26. It shoald seem however that the author made lAil of sotne nateriab in compUing this 
(«hort chronicle of the Princes of Wales, which Dr Powel had no opportunity of consulting ; and 
lie hath already mentioned a life of Griliith ap Conan, written by a most ancient Friar or Monk of 
Wales. 

Dr. PowePs History was published in 1584, and as the author refers to it in this page, it proves 
that this part of the MS was written after that year >> . 

* The MS said to have been at Wig Llandegai, is as follows : Sciant jam prsesentes quam 
fntori qd. ego Griff, filius Conan concessi dedi et confirmavi deo et Ecclesias Stl Jofaamis Evasg • 
<le Hagemon 6c Canonicis ibidem deo servientibus ad Ecclcsiam eorum de Nevyn tres acres in 
Nevyn et Abraham Filius Aldredi Sntoris et duos C. W. et fo. in perpetoam Eleemosynam 
libera & qniete ad Ecclesiam S. Mariae de Nevyn Sc pncdictis Canon, de Hagemon jure perpetno 
pertineilt, 

omnibus Stae dei Eccles. filiis a jam prsesentibns quam futuris Dafid rex filius Owini Salntem 
Notum sit vobis me concessisse Abbati Sc Canonicis de Hagemon illam tcrram quam T. D. habuit 
in villk de Nevyn ab omnibus Herrenis consuetudinibns Immnnem concedoque simiUtcr pnedict 
Canonicis decimationem raolendini mei de Nevyn ad perpetuam Eleemosynam T. Jo. de Bnrdietp 
Rodo de Icga. Einidn sais &c. Dafydd fit. Oweni Principis North WaHise Universis M ti fidelibus 
ct Franciis Sc Angliis Salntem in Domino Sempitemam Sclatis me assensn Emmas nzoris mtm et 
Oweni hacvcdis mei &c. his T. Remo Epo. Domina Ema soror Hen: Regis ux. Davidis fil. Oweni 
Princip. Northwall. Sec, Sec. Seiatis me araenso Da>'idi8 mariti mei et Oweni haeredls met See. 

T. Einion Sais. Rodo delega.~P. E. 

^ Evan Evans informed Mr. Barrington, of a Latin History of Wale«, by one Davydd Maelor, 
which Dr. Powell wrote some notes upon; he likewise told him^ that the Chronicle of Thonas 
M'liliams is in the Hengwrt Library. J. LI.— P. E. 
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Pfwndwa of ^wwd with the kroh» nosi^*, and bjr hi^s second 
vAfe [c^Mi C)^xi^i»r>, iwg^r «f Gronow ap Gw^n ap £d^n 
hM^ of Spglfefiejd, h^ing his cosiDn, he bad David who after 
hm waa Piwcje ; he. ImmI also Rodri Lord of ADgle8ey> and Cad« 
waUw wh^ vm» A\^m^ of Barda^y^ aikd Angharad wife of Griffith 
Mabrf* Heikad brides tbeMthy diverse women Gonan, Llewellin 
Meredith> Edwal> R6n» Howe), Gadelb, Madoc^ Eneoo, Cynw« 
rift Philip, and Riryd Lord of Glochran in Ireland , (t. Powers 
Ghfoii«) This, Prince Owen with hia brother Gadwalader (as the 
Welsh Chronicle maketh mention) in his father's time made many 
Ytetecioiis Y^yages into Sonlh Wales against the Normans that 
incroached m^htiUe on tlMit country, and in a pitched field 
slew 3,000 men, and put the rest to flight. Being Prince after 
his falher^s death, he overthxew the Earle of Chester and a num- 
ber of March Lords, and (aa Giraldus Cambrensis hath it in bia 
History, intituled Itineiarinm Cambriae) repulsed K. Henry IL 
who msde three voyages royaM against Wales, with all the Power 
of Ei^land, Normandy, and Aquitane, together with the sue-* 
cours of Flanders and Britayne. In one of the voyages at 
Counsyllt wood the whole army of the King was put to flight, 
as the French Chronicle X say tb^ the King's person endangered 

• ^ Verwerth Drwyqdwp near tp Bnite.' Oat of a charte of Uie Geaeabgie of the Dukes of 
Torke Mnperted in l^olandl CoUect yoL II. p. ai6. 2d edit.. 

f OryAtli Maelor Lord of Bromiitld, who died in 1191. [See ABdenon*ti Royal Genealogies.] 
He was brother of Marged^ mentioned hereafter. P. 

t 4i aitre aae seiftfal Frendi Chroaid^e which occnioaaHy treat ot what happened in England, 
it is difficolt to ascertain what History the author alludes to. He also does not explain in any 
hutance what Welsh Chronicle he so often refers to, whether that of Caradoc of Lancarvon, that 
Ittfore mentiooed to have been wcUtfW by a Fxiar of Copvay, or perhaps some other compilation 
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and the great standard of England overthrowne and forsaken*, 
which was the cause that Robert Mountfort, a noble baron, Irh 
peached Henry of Essex the standard bearer, (who held that 
office by inheritance), for beginning the flight, of treason, which 
being tried by combate, the standard-bearer was overthrowne, 
his office, lands, and goods, confiscate, and himselfe shaven a 
monke in the Abbey of Reading. After that this Prince had 
reigned most victoriously thirty-two years, he died. It is written 
of him^ that he was soe fortunate, as that he never attempted that 
enterprise which he alchieved not. 

Cadwalader, brother to Prince Owen t# was married to Alice, 
daughter to Richard earl of Clare, and was lord of Cerdigiawn or 
Cardiganshire. 

Though this record is attested by (calleth this, Bala MS) Cadwala- 
der king of Walefr^ because he had kingly authority in this coun- 
trey, yet he was no more than a subject to his brother, by whom he 
was banished, and lost his lands, till by composition the same were 
restored. The Welsh Chronicle calleth him Prince of Wales : he 



of the same sort. The anthor also cites the copy of a Welsh chronicle in Uie possession of his re- 
lation Sir Thomas Williams of Trefriw. See afterwards. 

* See Gnlielmns Nenbrigensis's account of the action, 1. 2. c. 5. which agrees with tha anthor!s 
in most particulars. 

t Cadwalader /rof^ Owim f/iagni salntem in Domino -, Notum sit universitati vestrae quod ego 
Cadwalader pro salnte animae meac & omnium antecessomm & heredum meorum dedi & concessi 
Deo & Ecclie S. Joannis Evan de Hageman & Canonids iloidem Deo servientibos in puram Sc 
pctnam Elecmosynam Eccliaro de Nevin. T» A lie' de Clara uxore mea, Ranulpho comite Cestriv, 
SlC. Precipio quod Abbas Salop Sc Convcntus habeant totam tennram snam inter Ryblam & Mer« 
sam • T. R. comite de Clara & Qadwaladro up Gr, ap Cynan rege WoUktntmf & Roberto Basset Sc 
Gaufrid apud Cestriam, i 



I See note t 



* Two rivers in Lancashire. 






< ^i' ^^ ••'"■■ A..<"'' 



V 



I* 



' ■•' i- kI i-VV** ♦•'> 



21 

dwelled most at the castle of Aberyslwythe. He was murthered 
by the English souldiers which the King sent to conduct him to 
his countrey. 

After the death of Owen, Yerwerth (or Edward), his sonne^ 
being thought unfitt to governe by reason of the deformity of his 
face, David his brother became Prince in his father's roome. 

I find that Yerwerth Drwndwn, or Edward with the broken 
nosCy being put from the government of the principality, had 
assigned him for his'part of his father's inheritance, the hundreds 
of Nanconwy and Ardydwy *. He dwelled at the castle of Dol- 
wyddelan t, where it is thought credible his son Llewelyn the 
Great, or Prince Llewelyn, was borne, whose mother was Marged 
the datighter of Madog ap Meredydd prince of Powys. 

Conan ap Owen Gwynedd his son had for his part the country 
of Merioneth :j;. 

David married Emma sister to King Henry the H. and had by 
her a sonne called Owen ; upon confidence of that match he ba- 
nished his base brethren, and imprisoned his brother Roderike^ 
because he desired the portion of inheritance. But Rodericke 
breaking his brother's prison, entered the isle of Anglisey, and 
was received of the people as sovraigne lord thereof, and within 
a while recovered all that parte of Wales which lyeth above the 
river of Conway. At such time as Giraldus Catnbrensis in the 

* Nantconway is a hnndred of Carnarvonshire, through which tlie river Conway rons ; Ardy« 
^wy is a hun^bed in theN. W. partof Merionetlishire. 

t This castle is situated in the South Eastern parts of Carnarvonshire, and in perhaps the least 

* 

frequented part of the mountains. The remains at present are very insignificant 
X It is therefore always stiled by Giraldus C'ambrensis, Terra fiUorum Conanu 



cw Bpm y ef BiMwyit ArehbiiAop of Qmterl^iry ti arvaitdd tl^rMiglb 
Wales, preaching the cffQsae agaiiist the mfidells, I>ft?id kad Hoe 
other part of the principality of Wales save Ruddlan castle and 
the tevritorie adjacent^ which be held wkii a garrrison of Engtish^ 
where the Archbishop lodged one aight to yicatt the Kiog'St sister^ 
as the same Giraldna doth testifie m his hooke iQtituligd^ Mm 
J&umejf thcaugh Waim. 

Giraldus^ maketh roea6ioii« tiiat Roderic was ' Prince at sucb 
time as the Archbishop ptreached the Crosse in Anglisy^ aod tibat 
he had In hie cmirt LIswelyii tiie soiv of Yerwertii, or Edward, his* 
nephew^ who^ though he was OTerbovne by his uncle David (tjiat 
married ftheK of Eaglaiird^s sister^ and had by her issue male)^ at- 
alsoe by his uaele Roderic, (wh<h to streogthen himselfe wittn 
the power of South W^es, had maried his own cosen*^, daughter 
of the Lord Rys ap Gruffith ap Rys apTewdwr mawr, and hy 
her had issue Gruffith and Thomas), yet God soe advanced the 
right of the young prince Llewelyn, that in time he put downr 
both his uncles from the princely scepter and their posterity, yefe 
it may be imagined, (considering what ' places they held in their 

* Agnes, See CoUiiis*s account of the Wynne fiunily in hU Baronetige, to], I. Sto. 17SD!. P;. 

CMflkh mp CoBon. 

I *~^~^ 1 

Prince Owen Owynnedil Gwenllian, wife of Oryffith, 

Prince of N.Wales.. ap Bhya ap Tewrdor. • 

J" ^ 



I 

Sliys Lord o£S. W^ea^aa. 

I 



Roderic jFoaoser ton. married' his coaiiDsAAgnes, da* of lonllUtys.. 
Agnes daughter of Lofd Rhys,. \ 




connlrys and what friends lliey liad abroad), not without an ho- 
nourable composition and provision for themselves and their poste- 
rities first had. 

It appeareth by the records in K. John's time remayning hi the 
Tower, that the King gave to Owen the son of David, being his 
cosen german, and to GrufGth the sonue of Rodri * three cantreds, 
viz. Rboa, Rbeviniog, and Duffryn Clwydd, excepting Ihc castle 
of Gannocke-f and the territorie of Criddyn, wherein the said 
castle did stand, nnd aUne gave them Uiree other cantreds if they 
could winne theui ; the record followctb in hsc verba ;J. 

By this record, (as also by the Welsh historie, which mention- 
eth that David ap Owen often assayed by the power of the King 
•f England to recover (he Principality aga,inst Prince Llewelyn 

■ Rodri Lo a MDlractioa fot Ra<tcric. Tkut Odri is for Odcric. See Hisl. Lit. lie la Pranetr, 
L VIU. p. 108. 

t Tbf cMtle of GonnDcke i« rappoiitif to hire lieeo uinaied below Connny, «h*rf the r'nr^ 
•Diptk* ilMlf Iwo the aoa. It is bow called Djgunn^. 

] JO' Dei gva, &c. Sciatii tiot ransraiise & hac chnrts nra Fontirmaisc Aiidoeno (ilin 
Davidii & Gtoff ' Alio Roderkl Iria canlrcdi ; sc. Rboa, ul«a Nobii osiro de Gaaoockr rum 
Creyllijp nbi caatrum illud scJet, Rbrvinioc & Duffryn Clwjd cum iHinpniila snU integre lenindx 
tftlt Aadoeno & Graffino & heredibui jui> de Nobii & beredibnA ori) per renricix BabsrripU , .<. 
lin^lii umis xii dexlrarios de piclia : l de unoijuoq ; coutrcd nil denlrarloi ; Si prcierea iti: 
ilUs iribiu cantrrdU ddhri •afum ■ canuni |i annum, S: decern lepores Si onines accipilrei Sc fal- 
MiKi gentiles Ic iperiuini did' trium Canlredaniin, reddendo inda Nobia Sc hcredibns urii tin- 
pHU aiinii apod Salop ad FcsImdi S, Petri aJ viacula. P'lerea ip^i anibo ibunt In servitinm nnim 
« fCOtibiMde diet* cantredii JL- atlas remaoebonl li toIuiohs. P'dittl vcro AndoeonsA Gruff- 
m» obtidei Nobis 'dubmit ie tideli tervitio suo. S. Audoenus filius David dabit filiu'inn'do 
■lore ma de«ponJat' Ac. ^ »i p'poMtillarvm If p' licimliam a'r-ani potiitit nngvirtre Arfoa or ^ 
^mtid^ et Lleyn.idoa'iervic' Nobis facieot de illis tribni pdict, cantredis. His T. Doni', Wir. 
Ion Epo W. Comite Sarum fralre uostru, G Alio Petri Com' Warren, S. Com" Wioton. Wni. Com- 
remr, WiUiaio Briover, Petro til' Herbert!, Tho. de Ardiner, Pho d« Arch Junic Ottt' Dal 
aCHd Suwcrit' tin Oclob' omx) regoi uri xiiii'' . 



■ Tbis i* tlie word meJ iu tlic MS > iliiiould liowev«r, probably, be nu-n(<nn c 
Fnoch word mtHle. '■ rerhajn Ajltfliwrdd.— P. li. 
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» 

his nephew) it may appeare that the coflens^ Owen the sonne of 
DaTid, and Gruffitb the son of Rodri, joyned with the K. of 
England against their prince Llewelyn ; but all in yaine, for GU 
raldus maketh mention, they got noe other portion but what they 
had by composition. In what place it was in Wales the sons of 
fiodri had possessions graunted them, or whether it was in di- 
verse places (as is most likely it should be, to weaken men of their 
alliance, friends, and authority among the commons), it doth not 
appeare by certayne record. 

Whether David ap Uwen had any more children by the King's 
sister but Owen, and whether any, or who be descended, either 
by male or female, of them, I cannot yet find any certainty 
thereof. In a fragment of a Welsh cronicle, copied by Sir Tho» 
mas Williams, 1 find, .that in the end Llewelyn killed his uncle 
David, and all his posterity, at Conway. Soc that I think there 
is none descended from the said David and the Lady Emma his 
wife either male or female. 

The posterity of Rodri had large possessions in Denbigh land, 
called Rhos Ravoniawg, neare about Denbigh castle, in the 
chiefestand best part of the same, as hereafter in this history shall 
appeare (whereby it may seeme K. John's grauntof that countrey 
was not wholly frustrate unto them, or perhaps they had that 
land given them by the last prince Llewelyn) and also were lords 

of diverse lordships in the county of Carnarvon, especialie in the 

* 

hundred of Evioneth. The Evioneth men have it among them by 
tradition, that Llewelyn the Great gave the lands in Evioneth unto 
the posterity of Rodri. I find in a fragment of a Welsh cronicle, 



\ 
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copied by my kinsman Sir Thomas Williams, that Rodri had 
another son called Einion (as is afore specified) by the daughter of 
(he Lord Rys, Prince of South Wales, beside Gruffith before 
mentioned and Thomas. 

Rodri his second wife was daughter to Gotheric> King of Man. 
In anno Dom. 1243 Rodri ap Owen, by the help of Gotheric K. of 
Man^ invaded Anglisey, but within one yeare was thence repulsed 
by the sons of Conan ap Owen Gwynedd, who held the isle to 
themselves. Quere, who are descended of this Conan ? There is 

* * 

m the towneshipp of Pennant Evioneth agtvely cMed gwely wyr- 
ion Vynan^ held very freely ; many suppose that part of this Co- 
nan's inheritance was there. 1 remember the words of Giraldus 
Cambrensis^ that sayeth, I will advisedly omit the cruell and 
unnaturall warrs that were for ambition of government betwene 
Prince Owen's t^hildren and offespring in the time of the said 
Giraldus. Rodri lyeth buried in theCoIledge of Kerkybyf. This 
I had out of the Welshe cronicle, copied by Sir Thomas Will' of 
TrefriwJ. 

Thomas ap Rodri marted Marged^ the daughter of EinioH § ap 
Sisyllt, and had by her Cariadog ap Tho' who raaried ;Eva the 
daughter of Gwyn ap Gruff' Lord of Kegidfa^ and had by her 

* TbU may be rendered^ The Tenement of the Nephews of Conan.— Gwely Is literally a bed-^ 

metaphorically any place of rest, hcnoe honse, habitation, manor, estate^ or tenement. 

[Owely is likewise metaphorically a family, or household.] £• 

» 
t Kerkyby (Caer-gybt) b at present called Holyhead in Anglesey. 

X Trefriw is a Tillafe in Camar?Dnshire, sitaated on the sonthem side of the Conway^ about 
two miles below Gwedir. It signifies the town on the bank or declivity. 

$ This Einion al> SeiAvlIt was st>-led Lord of Mclrionydd.— P. £. 



£inioRza^ Ciadidildg^ J^d of Penyoen (^^b^ce bis tnftiu>r is eatled 
to >tt]i8 4ay> Llys* EUnion ap Cari|a4ogX ]Pi9ia t^eulyn, Peny berths 
and o€ maay places more, as ipay be itD^ioiBd by his greatnces ijo^ 
his time. He had also Gruff* ap Cariadog Lord of Friwlwyd t». 
(^bere the ruioB^ of his manor home do alsoe appeare)^ Ystrad^ 
Bskibion (EscobioD)^ and of oth^r great poasessioas in Rhos and 
Ravoniawg (Rbyroniog). He bad likewise Syna raaried to Gruff ^ 
ap Llewelyn^ by whom the said Gruff' begat Llewrelyn ap Gruffitb 
kst Prince of Wales of the Brittish race, who was slayne atBuelt. 
Llewelyn ap Jerwerth ap Owen Gwynedd bayeing by the heipe of 
his Cosens Conan ap Owen^ Gwynedd^ sonnes, deprived his unclesi, 
began to raigneanno 1194, who atchieved soe many noble enter* 
prises that he obtained the name of Llewelyn the Great among alt 
posteritie and writers. His workes and worthy deeds being rc« 
membered by soe many writers, do make me the lesse to dwell 
upon the rehersall of them, seeing my purpose is no more than 
eursoriwise to touch the raigqe of the princes, to the end to mako^ 
the history J I write more easie to be understood $. Only I have^ 
thought good to insert here a coppie of one of King Henry the 
Tbird^s letters II unto the said Prince Lywelyn^ which is extant m 

* Uys signito a palace, or f^reat maorioii house. 

t Friwlwyd is a townslup situated m the pasish of Laaarmon and hundred o£ Eirioneth* in Car-, 
narvonshire : a small river runs through it bearing that name. Ysttad and Bskibion must pro«> 
bably adjoin to thb township. 

X The author by this, means the history of his own fiUnily. 

§ When it shall appear in the reign of what Prince every tiling was done. Rntfayn MS«— P. E.. 

I HEKRICUS Rex Anglhe, Sec. Leolfno Pri&dpi Abrfr* Dao de Saowdon, Salatem A. se 

* Evionydd so called from its nomber of rivers. Leland «^s that Aqnttaine, was so called Gm 
the same reason. — P. £• 
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the records of the treamiie at We^tmiMler (because it is extant in 
Hoe crotticle th^t I ha^e seen) and wae tbence brought to light by 
Eichard Broiighton, Esq. Justice of N.Wales^ thechiefeai^tiqaary 
of England ; a plan t^ whom hif coimtrey is moeh beholden, pre* 
ferring^ nothiiig more than the honour tliereof, ^f^hkh be most 
carefully faketb oiit of tiie ashes of obi iyiod, in searching, qnotingj 
and c<H^ying; to bis great cfaardge, sdl the ancient records he can 
come by. 
Anno J[>opM«M25^, one Grnffitb ap Conan* ap Owen Gwynedd 

Utomr Cvia plFO^er kuHmcKithiiiM aqmrnm Sc ^lurtan discrimina Anncli nri ad vos accedere 
non possipt, .pconor^m quondam litem psente^ dooilmus destinendaf, p qiuM inaieMAti T«itm 
sfgnificamtu qd Nog p NobU S^ nris vobUcum & cum oibos vestris pacem tenuimns 6c tenebimus 
lusfuturV ^ boc dttdimus ballivis arif 4t iiapri«U6 ^ Id mabdatit, nt pacem omn amis Gomarchioiii- 
bos firmiter teneant & obsenrent. Qaare veitram rogamus serenitatem quod balUvU in Marohifi 
(QlniiopaiiClb' detii n plaeet ito mandatiflr qd cum nris pacem teneant inviolatam : beneplacitom ves 
trqm si placet nobis sigpificestis. Vaieat exlentia vestra. 

This letter is printed as copied by Sir John Wynne. It should not be concealed however that 
Dpofi eKAmilii^g the record* i« Kymtr for tht year ISSS and ITth of Henry the Thisd, it tiinis enl 
to be a letter from Lewclin to Henry the Third, and not from that King to Lewelin. See Ry; 
mer, vol. I. par. 1. p. 114. Hague Ed. 

Thi« letter is preceded by one from Henry the Third to Lewelin in the following w^rds i 

^ Rex Lewelino Principi de Aberfrau, &c. Domino de Snawdun. Salutem. Noveriti^ quod 
die lnn» proximo^ poit instans festom oativitatia beatv Mariee mitlimui coosllinm nottnun utqiie 
Colewent, in occursum consilii vestri ibidem. £t ideo yos rogamns quod detis consilio vestro 
plenam proteatettm ad exponendam eonstlie nostro plene volnntatem vestram, quia nos dabtmus 
consilio nostro ex parte nostra plenam potestatem ad exponendam consilio vestro volnntatem nos* 
4ram ad tirmiter fncem faciendam uter nos & vos ; ita quod nnllus scrupulus sit inter vos de nos. 

£t volnmna quod id providebitnr inter aos & vos, quod nnllo modo vos, vel David fiUos vester 
«liquo tempore a umikU mottro recedatis. 

Teste R. apud Hayam 3 die Septembri\'' Symer, ibid. 

The aqthor seems to have ascribed the .firat letter to Homry tka Third, oi>accemit o^ tlM ex- 
preisioas JUi^eiUuveHru — rogamnu aetemMem 'Vakat eflrceUcuNa raiAra^ whidi he chote should be 
Applied to Lewelin. Whereas it appejurs by the letter from tUa King to Lewelio, that he coosU 
dered him as hit vassal, Quod nuUo modo vos vel Daxid JUm vetUt ettfiw igmftn m MMtm afroMa 
reeedfltfiff. 

» This word signifies one who undertakes another's business, from entendre, an old French 
term used for etUreprendre, 

G 



was buried in a monke's cowle in the Abbey of Conway, as sayeth 
the Welsh cronicle. Anno 1201 * Prince Llewelyn banished 
Meredith the sonne of Conan ap Owen Gwynedd suspected of 
treason, and seised the cantredsf of Llfln and Evioneth, which 
were Conan's lands, into his own hands. Giraldus Cambrensis 
in his Ilenerarium Cambriee sayeth, that the cantreds of Lliln and 
Evioneth were Ihe possessions of Owen Gwyoedd's children when 
lie passed through Wales, and that they had two castles ; the one 
in Carnmadrio in Llun, the other called Dewdraeth juxta mon- 
tana de Erryri, which confirmeth that Ardydwy and Evioneth 
made but one cantred, for § Pcnrhyn Deudraetb, where that castle 
stood, is in Ardydwy ]|. I am of opinion that the cantreds of 
Llijn and Evioneth were the possessions of Rodri, and given by 
this Prince Llewelyn, upon the expulsion of Itodri from the 
principality, to this Meredith ap Conan: howsoever it was, the 
posterity of Rodri held it till the conquest of Wales by the King 
of England, and then how they lost what remayned undivided 
into small portions, shall hereafter be shewed in this history. 
Llewelyn, Prince of Wales, married Joane the daughter of 

* II must be admiucd that tlicse tacli ate not slated with proper sltenlion tft their ilitci. A 
moit ingeniaus and kailied Crietid (the Rev, Dr. BcDJunin Pjc) htlh tuggciteJ, that ii' the two 
dales w«re UJUiBposed, ihcy would agree with Wjiiiie'a Hitlorj of Wales. 

t A cantred U a dintrict orcounlry, which is thus described by Giratdug CambrenBis ; " Unins 
coninoti fiolnm, I. e. qaarta pan cantredi ; habet aotein hsc insula (sc. Mana) treccntaa qaadra- 
giuU niliai, A: pro tribut cantrtda reputatur." The cantreds *f LKln and Evinneth are in the S.W. 
parU or CBmanroiishire. The latter ts lo called from its being watered with many streams, u 
AiiuUaiue id France ii mpposed to be. 

} Aheriaen in Pcnrbyn Deudraetb.— P. E, 

V Aidydwy in a hundred in the N< Weatempart of Ueriouetluhinh 
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King John, b^ollen on his wife Agatha, daughter of Robert 
Ferrers, Earle of Darby. The King in marriage gave with his 
daughter the lordship of Elesmer in the marches of Wales. Some 
will affirme that Agatiia was not the King's wife, bat paramour. 
But that is most untrue, for he married her long before he was 
King, and because she bare no issue male (as some affirme) di- 
vorsed himselfe from her ; others thinke she died anone after he 
was King*. 

Prince Llewelyn in his youth, long before this recited mariage, 
had maried Tangwystl, daughter of Lowarch Goch of Rhos, 
by whom he begate a most valiant sonne, called Gruffith ap 

* Joftne was, how«Ter, most certainly tke illegitimate dangfater ef Agatha, as there is in Rymer 
an instrument thus entitled, ^* De remissione Lewelino Walliae Prlncipi qni Joamutm Regit JUUim 
*' nothtoH duzerat in nxorem.** — It concludes, ** £t quod ipsum deinceps pro filio habebimus," iroL 
L par. i. p. 48. anno 120%, 10 Job. 

Accordingly, four years afterwards. King Jdhn sends a letter ; " Dilecto fiUo tm Lewelino 
« Princlpi WaUia." Ibid. p. <«. 

What seems still more extraordinary, in the uext reign, this spurious dangfater of K. John's is 
stiled by Henry the Third, his sister, and Lewelin tometmes his brother, as likewise David, the 
son of this marriage, his nephew. See vol. I. par. i. p. 81, 08, & 100. in which last reference 
Lewelin*s wife is also stiled Dcmina NorwalUae. 

The stone co£Sn in which, according to tradition, this daughter of K. John'tt was buried, is 
ttm used as a trough fbr the cattle to drink out of, not far from a farm house called Friars, 
wh|ch is situated In the island of Anglesey about a mile N. of Beaumaris, on the sea^coast. She 
Is supposed to have been buried in the neighbouring church of Llanvays ; and that this part of 
tradition is true, appears by the following extract from an instrument in Rymer i 
'' Pro Fratribus Minorum de Uanvaysii in Insula nostra de Anglesye. 

Considerantes quod in eadem dome corpus tam filia Regis Johanni* progenUoris 

imf r i quamjKtt Regie Daeiee^ necnon corpora Domini de C^ort * , &c. eepnUa exietwi, Symer,. 
Tel. IV. par ii. p. 88« A. D. 1414 it 2 Hen. V. The supposed coffia ot Pompey*s l&ther is used 
as a watering trough fbr mules at Barcelona. Swinburne's account of Spain. 

In the 3rear 1236 died lady Johan Wife to Lewelin Prince of Wales the which was sister to K» 
Henry by^the fiUber's side. She died in March at Haveringe in Essex, and was buried at Tarente 
Nmwery, in Dorsetshire^ Lei. Collect vol, II. p. 455. N. ed. It must be admitted that these 
twa acoounti are veiy contradictoi^. 

* Fi»r an account of the action in which this Dominus de ClyiTord was killed see Dec. Script,. 
€.2464. 
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Lewelyn*, who, as heire apparent in hia iather'» tifne» after many 
warn between him and bis father, hail the cantreds of EnglefieM, 
Hos, RoToniog-, (Rhyvoniog) and Dyffryn Clwyd gWen him by 
his fkther, being eountreys next adjoyning unto England^ to the 
end he might defend hi^ eonntry from the English. 

This Gmffitb, in his fether's time^ maried Sina, or Senena> as 
the Latine Bookef ca)!eth her^ daughter to Cariadog ap Tho' 
Rodri ap Owen Gweyned : some of our Welsh pedigrees say she 
was the dan^ghter of the King of Man, but it is an untruth ; there 
are other most ancient records to the contrary Xt veryfying as h^e 
is laid downe. 

* In Dr. Powell History of Wales, p. 998, this Oniftik ap Lewelyn m said to bava bean a 
Insty Gentleman, bot base bom. P. 

t It is rather difficult to ascertain what history of Wales the author means to refer to by what 
he stitefl the lAdme h—ke. Caradoc of lAucarvoa's History ended with the year 1 1 56, and there- 
fore long before Griiffith*R marriage. It was continued indeed by the bards (which belonged to 
the two abbeys of Conway and Stratfiur) to tho year 1270; but Dr. Powel, who mentions the 
above particulars, does not state whether this continoation was in Welsh or Latin. As it chiefly 
depended opos the Bards at their dara^ I should suppose that it was in the Welsh language. As 
for Geoffrey of Monmouth, whose history is in Latin, all the transactions he gives ui account of 
are long anterior to what is here alluded to. It should therefore seem that the author refers to 
MatthewParisorsoneof our Historlansi who wrote in Latin, and occasionally take notice of 
Welsh occurrences. 

% See in Powel's History articles of agreement between Henry III. and Senena wife of OrniBtlt, 
p. SOI. Yet some Webh Pedigrees suppose he married Rhanult daughter of Rheinalt King of 
Man. P. 



Mr. Vanghan of Heagwrt, hi a letter to Archbisliop Usher, mentions a History af Waki 
piled by Thos. Maeloriis, which may be the History here alluded to. There is a Lalin 4Copy af 
the Annals of Wales at Cloddaeth, and probably many more of the kind at Hengwrt, ftc*. Thaae 
Is a copy of thb letter of Mr. Vanghan to Archbishop Usher iu Dv. FowlkaS papers whiah came 
from Halston. Mr. Vanghan says, he never had seen the book, but observes, that it is «|ueteil hy 
Dr. Powel, and believes the author Thos. Maelerius did not Mve much before Henry tiia Stfl't 
time. I am satisfied he b the same person that is miscalled fat a A»mer note David MaaUi, by 
Mr. Evan Evans ; Uf. Evsaa's letter is dieted (he 14tb of April^ 1651. John Lloyd.-*P. £. 
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Alto it id erident herbretlir6h Eln^xt ip CaffoQ^ iM Griiffit^ 
t^ CmitAog lost their Ismdt hi tiife qtfoirefl 6f hir ftotine; Lli^el^ 
9f Griffith, larit Prince of Wain; Mph«n his tincl^ Th.y\d held the 
|Mftcip>atitie against htm, as slndi fa^k-dafter Upp^tfi, In Prince 

'I * 

IMfwelfn ap Jer^irth's time ycm sfaHtll find tiiencioh libade of 
fi6%dl flip Oi^nffith ap Coimn sfp Owen Gh^ynefdd, wfiom the 
Prinoe doth banish in anho I^Il, atid afttr, in atinb 1^16, yod 
shall find him first remembered in the bono'ulrable voyagig Prince 
LlewelyA tnade unto South Wales, whetl he ra8ed Caritiartheii; 
(Quere, Where his possessions were ? artd who ai^ cottie of him?) 
Howell ap GruflF' ap Conan was buried at Conway. 

I find not, during Prince Llewelyn ap Jerwerth's raigtie, any 
mencion made of any thing done by the posterity of itodri ap Oweii 
Gwynedd: a man may easily guesse the reason, for this Prince 
held them under, and suspected lest they should aspire to the 
princely dignity, which their ancestors sometime had held. 

in the raigne of David, sonne to the said Prince Llewelyb by 
Joane King John's daughter, who began to raigne anno 1^0, 
Eingan and Gruff' ap Cariadog, tooke parte with their sister's 
sonne, Llewelyn ap GrufiF*, the last Prince of Wales of that line, 
afterwardh' s^ayne at Bueltt. 

We receave it by tradition from father to sonne in EviOnetb, 
that I>avid ap Llewelyn being Prince by the ayde of his uncfe, 
the King came to the towne of Pwllhely in Llilin to parle with 
thebretheren Eingan add Gruff'; whoiil the brethei*en met with 
sndi'a force on the day of tru(^e, that' the Prince told them they 
were too strong to be subject?; whereto they arii^ered, thtft 
u 
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he was rather too weake to be Prinee, and soe parted without 
any conclusion or agreement. In the end they were forced by 
long varrs to forgoe that countrey, and to lose their land therev 
and io joyne themselves to their nephew Llewelyn ap Griffith^ 
who then had his court at M aesmynan in Flintshire. He also 
held, as is before mentioned^ the cantreds of Englefield, Dyffryn 
Clwyd, Ros^ and Rovoniawg, against his uncle David ; haveing 
warre on the one side with the King^ on the other side with his 
uncle, who gave them greate possessions (as some thinke) as afore 
is remembered about Denbigh Castle. 

Llewelyn, the sonne of Gruffith, their nephew, after the death 
of his. uncle David, attayning the government of Wales, restored 
to his uncles their lands and possessions in the county of Carnar^ 
von. I find noe record of any thing done by them in the time of 
the same Prince. .. 

Eingan ap Cariadog had a sonne, of whome mention sliall be 
made hereafter, called Tudur Lord of Penycben *, Penyberth,. 
and Baladeulyn> and whether he had any more sonnes is to roe 
uncertain.. 

Gruff' ap Cariadog marled Leuki, daughter of Llowarch 
Vaughan ap Llowarch Goch ap Llawarch Holbwrch, and had 
but one sonne to my knowledge^ called David ap Gruffithf^ 
which David maried Eva the sole heiress of Gruffilh Vaughan ap 

* This is a towoship near the sea^ in the Parish oi Abererch in Carnarvonshire, and situated 
between the towns of Crekeith (Cracaeth) and FuUhely (Pwll-heli). 

t He had also a daughter, Ouerfil (os Gwenrilie) married to Inon ap Einion, according, tp 
Collins's account of the Wynne family. (Baronettage, vol. I.) But perhaps this may be a mistake,, 
fon Gwerville daughter of Eignan ap Cariadock mentioned, hereafter Pv. 



Grufiith ap MereiUiig of Pcnyfed in Evioneth, by wliome he had 
three sonnes ; viz. David» Meredith, and Howell. This appcares 
by the record of the extent made of Denbigh land, in the time 
of Edward the first, by Henry Lacy Earle of Lincolne, to whome 
the King gave that land upon the conquest of Wales : for Henry 
Lacy minding to make a princely seate of the castle of Deiibighj 




per force compassed (compelled Denbigh MS.) the children of the J^,0j^L. ^ ifjL. I3tu .f^^i^ 



said David ap Gruff" to exchange their possessions about Denbigh ^^ o/a^i ^/a^ A. •■^-' 
Castle (which were great) with him for other lands of lesse value ^ y'- ^ ^£f^ 



in the said lordship, in the furthejit part from him : the words of >- 

the record follow thus*. * 



' ^ Ce^ 



*.^/.'.^ 



How they left the Lordship of Friwjwyd, and other their lands 



C.,1^^ 



i .£- *>- e ^r^^i 



■^ 



1 the County of Carnarvon, 1 can find no record of, but only ^*^- /J^/J- , a i^^ >. 'I0it^^ 
have it by tradition, that it was taken from them by the King's _/^a> /<^ 
officers, for to this day it is parte of the principalitie t of Walcsj / ■/. 



which is not unlike, considering what befell to (lie other cozens, ^ X 
the heirs of Peuychen, Penybertli, and Baladeulyn, whereof there ~ 



is a very good record and certaine, reniaynyng in the prince's trea- 
sury in Carnarvon. 

Eingan ap Cariadog had one »oune called Tudor ap Eingan, 
and one daughter called Gwervile, whereof the record cnsueing 
after niaketh mention. You are to understand, that after the 
conquesle of Wales, the countrey in general 1, as well as in par- 
ticular, found themselves aggrieved for the wronges offered by the 

• By some mbUkc hon-pvcr Uie record a omitted lathe MS. 




4^). 



t Fiincipiiiil^ here oi 



11 lauds beld under tlic PrincES of ITales, tldmt i' 



u 



i 



i 
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j English officers, a^d soe sent certaine men with their generaU 

and private grieffes to the prince Ijring at Kenningtoa^ neare 
London, in the thne of the Parliament in anno 33d of Edward the 
First, among the which theae are mentioned t* 

It is necessary, for the understanding of this record^ and the 
sense thereof, that you first understand, that after the death of 
Prince Llewelyn in Buellt, the King made a proclamation of 
peace to all the inhabitants of Wales, Feceiving them all that 
would come to and yeald themselves to him into his protectioa; 
graunting the use and fruition of their lands, liberties, and pri- 
vileges they held before in their countrey under the Princes of 
Wales. This is tbe peace specified in the record : after which 

* This place in Domesday Is stiled Chefdniune, but now Kemdngtcn. It is ftitnated in the parish 
of West LambcUi, and was fonnerly a royal palace. See Maitland's London, vol. II. p. 1387. 

t Petitiones dc Kcnnington fbctse apnd Kcnnington p homines North WalUce p. Comitatibu p 
•inglares personas cxhihitus Dno priucipi filio Regis Edwardi conquestoris Walliae & concilio suo 
apud Kennington extra London tempore Parlianienti pdict' regis habiti apnd Westmiaetterialii 
\mx Dominica qaadragcsimae ano regni Regis pdict' Edwardi 33° , & Responalones ad easdem Pe- 
titiones facta; & liberatac Justic* North Wallia* sub privato sigillo dicti Dni Principis ad execQti<- 
onem responMonum pdict' faciend' & eas firmiter observandum in ptib' North AValliae. 
"* Ad petitionem Leolini &c Gruifini filioru Oweni ap Llewelyn de eo qd Tudur ap Eingan aTun- 

culns erat Dnas de Baladeulyn, Pcnechyn, and Penyberth in Tom' CamarTon- St seisitus post 
pacem pclamat* fere p. unum annum, post ciguK deressum tenementa pdict^ ad'Gwenrillam soro* 
rem diet* Tadur* descendisse debuenint, sed domina Regina mater Principis affectavit tenementa 
illf & ea a Dno obtinuit, qaae quidem tenementa, nunc sunt in manu principis & ad eos jure here- 
ditatis spectant ; unde petunt remedium. Responsnm est, qd Justic' informet se sup content*, in 
pdicta petitione, 6t quo tempore dictus Todor obiit, 8c si forisfecit necne, 6c, omnibns circmnstaa- 
ciis, & certificet inde dominum ad petitionem eonim dicti Llewelyn & Gruffini qd dominns yelit 
conoedere eb aliquas ballivas in Com' Carnarvon p debita iirma inde reddenda quonsq' discnssum 
sit quid de eonim haereditate faerit faciendum. Responsnm est. quod ptinet ad Jnstie^ onUnut 
de ballivis put utilitati domini melius viderit expedire. 

There are very fine transcripts of these Petitions presented to the Kmg at Kennington, in No. 
477G of the Harleian MSS. which is a large Folio, containing chiefly a most complete extent or 
survey of the counties of Anglesey, Merioneth, and Carnarvon, made in the 26th year of Edward 
the Third. The date agrees except in the difference of 32d year of Edward the Third insieftdof 
the S3d. 
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Tudar ap Eingan had held his lands almost one yeare. To 
whom or to what family this Gwervill was married I cannot as 
yet learne. This land soe taken is part of the possessions of the 
principalitie of Wales to this day. It is to be noted here, that all 
the selfe same time, in the raigne of Edward the Firsts the 
Queene his wife tooke perforce the land of Eingan ap Cariadog's 
offspring in the county of Carnarvon, and Henry Lacie excha nged 
perforce, with Gruff' ap Cariadog's offspring in Denbigh land, and 
that the cozens stood m equalTdegree of kindred one to another, 
vi2. cozen germans removed ; which hard dealing must needs pull 
downe a kindred. It cannot be otherwise alsoo, but that Friwlwyd 
was by the same Queene, or by the Justice WilP Sutton or others, 
who dealt hardly with the gentrie of these parts in those days, 
taken from the posterity of Gruff', for it is parte of the principa- 
litie to these daies, although the record proving this happened 
not to fall into my hands. 

But to rccurre to the offspring of Gruff' ap Cariadog, and their 
succession, with the estate and condition they lived in from time 
to time unto this day ; it being my purpose to treat thereof. Out 
of the three brethren, David, Meredith, and Howell, who ex- 
changed, as above is remembred, with the Earle of Lincolne, the 
posterity onely of Howell doth remaiue in credite and shew in 
their countrey, the posterity of the o ther two being j iydivision 
and subdivision of gavelkind (the destruction of Wales) brought 
to the estate of meane freeholders, and soe havei ng forgotten their 
descents and pedigree, are become as they never had been . If 
you aske the question why the succession of Howell sped better 
I 
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than the posterity of the other two brethr«nj| I can yf^ no ot)ier 
reason, but God's mercy and goodness tawarijU the one more thaa 
the other, as God sayd in the booke of Afose^^ *'I wil) have m^roy 
" on whome I will have mercy/' for they lived itt tb^ same C(w 
mopwealth^ and qnder the san^e stornie of opftression^ soe as if 
God had not left us a seedi we had beene lijke Sodom^ or com* 
pared to Gomorrba. Nevertheless by the goodaess of God we 
are and continue in the reputation of gentlemen from time to 
time silhence unto this day^ ^s ^hall appeare by the discourse 
following. The pSspring of David ap Meredith hold the land 
eipchanged by the Earle of Lificolne with their ancestors, vi2 . the 
towncship of Yscorebryll in Eglwys vach * and halfe Maethebrwyd 
in Llanrwst f, and are reputed to be descended from Gruffith ap 
Conan in the quarter where they dwell, but yet are not able ta 
lay downe the certayntie of their pedigree. 

David ap Gruff' ap Cariadog (as before mentioned) maried Eva 
the daughter and heiress of Gruff' Vaughan ap Gruff' ap Mopy- 
thig, and by her had that laqd which in the extent of North 
Wales is called Gwely Griffry in Penyved in Evioneth in.the^ 
county of Carnarvon ; the quit rent of the Prince out of this 
Gwely :f is ^3 I9s. Which Morythig the grandfather of this 
woman vras, 1 am uncertaine, for there were two of that name; 

* Eglwys vach* is a parish Ui the S. W. part of Denbighshire* 

t The town of Uanrwst is also in Deab|ghshire, not lac distant iiNnpt thf parish of Bglvys vapl^ 
t This word hath been- be A>re explained. 

• Eglwys vach signifies the charch in the vak, Irom t|e obsolete word B^h, whifh bears tet. 
import. Evan Evans. Others say that this church is so called, from Bach ab Carwecl, a chieftain, 
in the seventh century. See Ovenl Biography. W. D*r— p, £» 
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one in North Wales^ who is descended from Sandde Hard O Vor" 
tyn, from whome the chiefe men in Yale and Maelar* derive 
their descent; and another in South Wales, called Morythig 
Warwyn, of wbome are come all the Vaughans. It did not 
appear by the Welsh pedigrees^ that this Griffry was descended 
of Morythi|g, (Bloruddig) till I found the record in the Exchequer 
of Garnanron. If a man list to be curious which of both Mory- 
thigs this was, let him find whether of them lived nearest this time, 
and that sure was he. 

.Howell ap David maried Eva the daughter and heire f of Jevan 
ap Howell ap Meredith of Evioneth (by some cards X of pedigree 
she is called My fan wy^) and had with her large possessions in 
Evioneth, which to this day remaine in the posterity of the said 
Howell, yet mangled with division and subdivision of gavel- 
kinde. 

Memorandum, That Evan ap Howell ap Meredith had another 
daughter and coheiress, maried to one of Penllyn of the stocke of 
Riridflaidd of Penllyn, her name was Gwenllian^ and she maried 
Jevan ap Graff' ap Madog ap fUridflaidd of Penllyn It* The said^ 
Jevan ap Howell ap Meredith bad a third daughter and coparcener 
that maried Howell ap Gronw ap Jevan ap Gronw ap Howell of 
Maelor, and by him she had two daughters^ visi. Gwervile ma* 

* Extensive Lordships in Denbighsliire^ 
t Ratber Co-heir. P. 
I This is used for charts* 

$ See an ode to Mifiomwy Fedum amongst Evans% Specimens of Welsh. Poetry* Menfiimwy L #» 
ay woman^ or my dear. £• 

l^enllyon is a hondredin Merioaethshive. 
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ried to Tudur ap Hob-y-dili, the other was Alician, tvho ma- 
ried Puleston, and brought Havod y werne to that family. Evan 
ap Howell ap Meredith, father to this Eva, was brother to Gruff' 
ap Howell ap Meredith, who was father to Einion ap Gruff', 
father to Jevan ap Einion and Howell. This Howell was » 
knighted at the field of Poyctiers, and by our countrymen is re- > 
ported to have taken the French King ; but howsoever it was, » 
he did such service there, that the Prince bestowed a messe of 
meate to be served up dayly during his life before his battle-axe^ 
which after was bestowed on the poore, whereof he was called 
Sir Howell y fvoyall*. He was alsoe constable of Chester and : 
Criketh Oastlcsf^ and bad the mills to farme, and other many : 
great office, and places of profit. Of Jevan ap Eingau his brother ^ 
are descended very many gentlemen of principall account in the 
county of Carnarvon. Howell % begate Meredith and David ; . 
Meredith ap Howell dwelled in Evioneth at his houses Keffin y 
fan, (Cefn-y-fan) and Keselgiffarch, (Cesel-gyfarch) and David 
ap Howell in Llanrwst in Denbigh land, at his house called Hen- 1 
bias in Maethebroyd. Meredith ap Howell maried Morvydd the 
daughter of Jevan ap David ap Trahayarn goch of LMn, who was 
descended of the house of Rys ap Teudwr. In the extent of 
North Wales, made in the 86th of Edward the 'J'hird, you shall 

* FwfjaU signifies an axe, 

t Some small remains of tliis castle still continue. It is on the sea-coast of Carnarvonshire. 

X Not Howelof the battle-axe, but Howell ap David ap Gniffith ap Cariadog, &c- Accord- 
ing to Collins, Hovrell ap David had five sons by Eva daughter of Jevan ap Howell ap Meredith j 
viz. Meredith; Robert, Tudor, Gruffitli, and David. ¥, 



30 

find that Meredith ap Howell and others are the heires of Gwely 
Oriffri^ David ap Howell * his brother maried the grand-daughter 
of Jevan ap Howell ap Meredith, the daughter of Gwenllian, and 
Jevan ap Griff' ap Madog ap Jerwerth was wife to Reignall ap 
Bleddyn^ and had by her issue Robin Vaughan ap David ap 
Howell, who maried Angharad the daughter of Rys ap Gruff' ap 
Rys ap Ednyfed Vaughan^ and had no issue male, but one daugh- 
ter called Cattrin vch Robin Vaughan^ who married Rys ap £in- 
gan Vaughan of Llanrwst, a gentleman of the house of Penwya^ 
in Nanconwy and Denbigh Land ; who having noe issue male by 
her^ but daughters^ the greatest j)arte of the possessions of that 
house, which were now worth a thousand marks a yeare, came 
to the Satsbnries. For Robert Salisbury the elder, fourthe sonne 
of Tho. Salisbury of Llewyny^ in the county of Denbigh, Esq. 
maried Gwenhwy far, the daughti>p . of Rys ap Eingan and Cathe- 
rin the daughter of Robin Vaughan .ap. David ap Howell. Rys 
ap Eingan had oiie other daughter by her, called Lleify f, to 
whom he gave faire possesions; but nothing comparable to the 
other, that was maried to Gruff ap Madog Vaiighati in Aberge- 
leyj All the inheritance of this Robin Vaughan ap David ap 
Howell, held after the Welsh tenure, within the lordship of Den- 
bigh, was, by the custome of the countrey, to descend to his 
heire male, and so descended to Jevan, the sonne of Rob't ap 

* Davydd ab Howell, brother to Mredd. ab Howell, married the granddaughter ot lefim ab 
Howel ab Mredd., being the daughter of Gwenllian. Denbigh MS.— P. £« 

t Leuci who married Owen ab Gryffydd.— P. E. 

% Abergeley is a Town in the westem part of Denbighshire, near the sea. 
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Meredith bis troseir^ as hereafter shall be laid downe in the life of 
the said Jevan. I have in my house the probate of the testameni 
of Morvydd, the ^ife of Meredith ap Howell> as fiiire to beholdl 
as at the ftstday, bearing date ainao 1416. The probate of the 
will is dated at Krikieth^ before one Rob't Swaython, official of 
the Archdeacon of Merioneth. Meredith ap Howeli had by her 
two sonnes^ Bob't and Jevan, atid a daughter, called Marsli, mar« 
ried to tf enkin Cbnwey of Ruddlan, mother to Hen Sioa acer * y 
Conwey> of whome all the Conweys^ of Ruddlan and Bodriddan^ 
and Lords of Prestatyn, are descended. She was the first Welsh- 
woman that was maried into that house, as John Conwey,. Esq. my 
cosea, ^now Lord thereof) told me. John Tudar -^^ one of our 
Welsh heraulds, sayth, that there was a third brother, called Robin,, 
whose daui^bter and heire Ithel Vaughan maried, and therefore 
those descended from him doe quarter Owen Gwynedd's egletts;];^ 
I find an obligacion, bearing date 20 July, 2"* Edward IV. wherein 
John ap Meredith standeth bound to Jeyaa ap Robert Meredith ta 
stand to the a^ard of Gruff' ap Robin ap Gruff *, and Lewis ap 
Howell ap Llewelyn, arbitrators ^ect for the said John ap Mere- 
dith, and Meredytb ap R]rs, and Jevan ap Howell ap Rys ap Ein- 
gan, arbitrators eleet for the said Jevan ap Robert, to parte cerlaine 
tenemieiits betweene them la Evioneth : and in case they could not 

* There U no word in Dr. Davies^s Dictionary nearer to this than achor, which he supposes ta 
signify lUtle, 

• Aer, i. e. the heir of Conwy — P. E. 

t John Tudur of Wigfair in Rhds, Denbighshire, was John Conwy's dom^tic Bard. He was. 

* , _ 

a slkilfui Herald : and satirized the vices of the age very freely. — P. E. 
X These are mentioned in the Preface to have been the aims of Owen Gwyn^. 
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a^e, then was Ilowell-ap Eiiigan ap Ilowell Coetmore* named 
umpire. 

Memorandum, That during Uoljcrt ap Mered' his lime, the in- 
heritance descended to him and liis brother was not parted after 
the custome of the Countrey, as being gavelkind ; but Jevan being 
raaried enjoyed both ihcir bouses, Tiz. Keven y vann and Kesel- 

gj-farch : and for that Jevan, then Constable of Criketh, clave fast "^ -^ ' . ' y' ' J^ — ' 

to the King, Owen Glyndwr burned them both to cold ashes\. " y rJT^r^ *? A -"* jy 

Neither was the inheritance betwene tlieir posterity divided, untill 
such time as Jevan the sonne of this Robert was maried and had ■**'• 



^ £^4l4L ^I^.^^^«^ 



many children, as may appeare by the indentures of partition be- 0i^ ^-<^*.-^= — / ^*---* ^ \ 

Iweene Jevan the sonne of this Robert, and John ap Meredith ap /^^^J^^r ^'^/t/^^t^ff^^ ^ 
Jevan, grandchild to the other brother Jevan, the one parte of x *- -J^ >^r^ ^ ;^_rl 

which indentures I have. Those that made partition betweene/^ _ ^ tf'^/'T^^-^- 

thera were these, Thomas ap Robin ap Kychwilian, that maried ^^ . y^- ^/^*-? //****,#'>i- 'i^^*-X 
Gwenhwyfar, daughter of Jevan ap Meredith. This Thomas ap *§- ^ ,. ^ /^ yt^*;^fc'-**^*-^f?*J 
Robin J was after beheaded neare the castle of Conwey by (he * 

Lord Herbert, for that he was a follower of the house of Lancaster : 
and his wife is reported to have carried away his head in ber apron. 
Some afiirme Jevan ap Meredith to he the elder broliicr, and soe 
doth all the race that ai'e of bim contend : ni) self, and those that 
are come of Robert, have this reason to think him to be the elder. 
Robert had issue Jevan, Jevan his brother had issue Meredith, 
Meredith had issue John, John being of man's ciitate had the 



• Hnwell Coj'lma 
IftI bei>ri(igt,iuure a 



iniPqnL'ncr oriiis Jin 
in between llirec sjici 



e bEliavioiir in (lie Frcnrli uars, got □ 
t, bcuds argl. (rrubrueil gules. — P. E. 



t A similar cxprcsiuin of cvtd c«ala U used aflerwardt in Ihis HUlory, 

1 Tluiuias ab liobia assisleil in convcjlny ibe Ilail of ItiibmaDd to ri> 
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tuition of his uncle Jevan ap Robert^ my ancestor, and yet Robin 
Vaughan ap David ap HowelKs land in Denbigh land, being cozen 
lo them both, descended to Jevan ap Robert, my ancestor, and not 
to John ap Meredith ; which I hold for an invincible argument 
that Jevan is descended from the elder, Alsoe I have the King's 
Writte, directed to Robert Meredith, Meredith ap Jevan ap Mere- 
dith, and to the principall gentlemen of Evioneth, for the appre- 
hension of Jevan ap Robin Herwr, a notable rebell outlaw, and 
others of his qualitie ; which writt doth place Robert ap Meredith 
first before his nephew, which alsoe may fortifie the opinion of them 
who hold him to be the elder brother to Jevan ap Meredith. The 
wordes of of the writ doe follow, in haec verba* 

But howsoever it be, the gavelkind and custume of the Country 
not yealdlng to the elder any prerogative or superiority more than 

* HENRICUS Del gratia Rex Anglitp Sc Franciae Si Dnns Hibernix, dilcctis sibi Roberto ap 
Meredith^ Meredith ap Jevan ap Mereditli, Ry^ ap Tndiir, Howell ap Madog ap Jevan, John ap 
Gronw, & Howell ap Jevan Vaughn, Sahitcm. Quia p certo sumus informati, qd Jevan ap Robin 
6c alii divers! notorii uticgati 8c incognitl dc die in diem vl Sc armis cum diversitf felon' in comitlva 
Alia, ut dicitur, faciunt ambulationcs sup diversos Adelium nostronim infra comitatuiQ nrum de Car- 
narvon & diversos dc cisd* fidelib* spoliaverunt, Sc male tractaverunt in destructionem Sc depaupa* 
tionem ligeorum nostronim nianifestam, ac contra forroam fttatutorum progenitornm Dostrorum in 
liac pte pvisorum. Assigiiavimns vos Sc unumqnemq' vestnim conjnnctim Sc divisiro ad arrestan- 
diim & capiendnm pdict* Jevan ap Robin^ Sc alios in comitiva sua existent' p corpora ubicomq' in* 
venti fuerint infra couiotum dc Evioneth Sc eos salvos Sc securos usq' castrum nrum de Carnarvon 
indilate dnci fdclatis constabnlario nro ibid' liberandos Sc in codem castro moratnros quonsq' de 
cprum deliberationc aLiter duxcrim' ordinandum ; Sc ideo Tobis mandamus qd circa pmissa dUigen* 
ter intendatis Sc ea faciatis com cffectu sicut inde coram nobis responderc valueritis. Damns au- 
tern nnivus 4c singalis iidelibua nris tenore psentium firmitor in mandatia quod vobit & colUbet 
vestruni in omniVquae ad arrestationera Sc captionem pdicti Jevani ap Robin Sc aliorum ptinenf 
intendentes sint, anxtliantes, fortiUcantes, Sc p omnia respond^ntes. In cnjus rei testimonium has 
litteras nostras fieri fecimus patcntcs. T. meipso apud Carnarvon ^8 die Augusti anno re^i nri 
vicesimo. 

» Quere, whether thiii lefan ap Robin was not lefan ap Robin bach of Tremdd, m the parish 
of Towyn, whose pardon was procured and obtained by the meiuis of Siencin Vychan of CaethlQ, 
|!$f)Uier of the body to U. 7.^P. E, 



43 

to the ;^ounger, it is not a matter to be stood upon. Indeed Jevan 
ap Meredith maried in his youth Llenau the daughter of Howell 
Sele ap Mereicke (Meuric), of the house of Nannau in Merioneth- 
shire*, and begat by her Meredith ap Je?an ; whome in his youth 
he matched with Margaret the daughter of Einion ap Ithel of 
Rhiwedogt in Penllyn, in the county of Merioneth, Esq, of the 
tribe of Ririd flaidd, and Howell ap Jevan ap Meredith. 

Quere. If any males descended of this Howell be living now ? 

Owen Holland of Berw, and Rytherch ap Richard of Myfyrion in 

Anglesey are descended by females from him, as Richard Gruffith 

ap Hugh affirmeth t Alsoe it should be knowne how this land is 

gone from his posteritie. 

This Einion ap Ithel was Esquire to John of Gaunt Duke of 
Lancaster, to whome for his service, as well in the time of warre 

* Nannaaa is a very ancient family-seat, about three miles N. of Dolgelly in Merionethshire. It 
stands perhaps on higher groond from the valley beneath, than any Gentleman's house in Great 
Britain. In Saxton*s maps it is spelt Naima, as it continues to be commonly pronounced. There 
are some traditional anecdotes about Howell Sele, or Selif, which is the same with Solomon, in 
tlie neighbourhood of Nanney, Howell Sele of Nanney stood out for Hen. IV. a^inst Owen 
Glendower.— MS. Life, penes the Rev Mr. Price, Librarian of the Bodleian Library. — Howell 
was attacked by David Gam of Brecknock. Ibid. 

t Rhiwedog is also a very ancient family-seat in Merionethshire, about a mile S. E. of Baku In 
Saxton*s maps it is spelt Ruedok. The name is said to signify the bloody-bank, and by tradition 
a great battle was fought near this spot. 
Llwarch h^n addresses his son C^ddelw in the words following in a poem still extant : 

Cynddelw, dadw dithau y rhus 
Ar addel yma heddiw 
Cudebam un mab nid gweir. * 
'' Cyndelow, defend thou the steep pass of the hill against aU that assault us to day, it is in vain 
'* to be food of the only son which is remaining." 
Llwarch h^n in tkt field at Rhiwedog^ after he had lost all his children but Cynddelw. E. 

* Copper balersi a spit, and two silver spoons were found there by the late WiUlam Vanghan, 
Esq.-P. E. 

L 
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as peace, he gave ff pemion of twenty markes per annum, issuing 
out of )iis manor of Halton* (Cheshire): The charter I have 
seene being in French, with the Duke's seaie and armes, and it re^ 
maineth in the custody of John Owen of Ystymcegid f^ Esq. the 
faeire of Owen ap John ap Meredith. 

Meredith ap Jevan ap Meredith, begat by Marget the daughter 
of EinionJ; ap Ithel, Jbhn ap Meredith, (who niaried and was at 
man's estate afore his grandfather's brother, Robert ap Meredith, 
my ancestor, ever maried ;) and Robert ap Meredith, Abbot of 
Bardsey. This may be accounted for, as we have it by certaine 
tradition, that Robert was almost eighty years old before he ever 
married, and then in his dotage fancied and married Angharad the 
daughter of David ap Llyn (Llewelyn) ap David of Kefn-melgoed 
in the county of Cardigan, whose wife was th e daughter o f Ryth** 
/^ Af^^ ^yA jT' ^^^ ^P Jevan Llwyd of Cogerddan in that county; by her he 
^^s7u-^'^4'^ic/^ca^/i^^Klf: had issue Jevan ap Robert and several daughters. From this 



caTn-fLayj'^^ 



^^f^^^AiPK,Jia^^ Robert the Abbot are descended my three Pencenedle^, because 

* Tbere are many Halton's in England. See Spelman's Index Villaris. 

t Ystmcegid was formerly one of the seats of the Owens of Cleneney. and is in the parish of 
Dolbenmaen in Carnarvonshire. The mansion-house of this farnUy is now at Porkinton in Shrop- 
shire; and it may be perhaps said that there is stronger proof of the same spot having been the 
capital mansion of the Owens for a longer time, than probably can be produced by any other fh» 
mily in Europe. The following order of Henry III. transcribed from Rymer, proves that Porkm- 

ton belonged to the Owens nearly 650 years ago. '* Rex Lewelino Principi Sal. Sciatis quod 

** it Bledh filius Oenide Porkmton venerunt ad fidem & servitinm nostrum." See Rymer, vol. I. 
par. L p. 79. A. D. 1218. and 2 Hen, III. ^ 

X Tills Einion, after die death of Walter Lord Mauney, (who was by patent sheriff of Merioneth- 
shire for life) succeeded him in that office, being in great favour with Henry the Fosrth, in Ike 
beginning of whose reign he died. 

£• citing a MS* of Mr. Robert Vaughan of Hengwrt. 

$ Pencenedle signifies head qfafamiiy. 
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tbey are descended of cfaarch nobilitie, viz. Gruffith ap Ricjiard of 
Madrya issa, Robert ap Richard of Llocbeiddor, and Owen ap 
John ap Jevan ap Robert of Bron y foel^ and Kefn Kyfanedd in 
Evioneth. 

The case why this Robert ap Meredith was soe long unmaried 
may appeare partly by record^ and partly by tradition ; it is cer- 
taine, that as in the time of Henry the Fourth^ Jevan ap Meredith 
had matched his sonne (as is aforesaid) to Einion * ap Ithele's 
daughter, who belonged to the house of Lancaster : soe he clave 
fast to that house in the time that Owen Glyndwr rebelled in 
Wales. Soe that in the time of that warre he and Meredith ap 
Hwlkyn Llwyd of Glynllifon f, had the charge of the town of Car- 
narvon, and an English captain was over the castle; in revenge 
whereof, Owen burned his two houses^ Keven y van and Kesel- 
gyfarch in Evioneth. In the processe of continuance of this warre 
Jevan died at Carnarvon^ and was brought by sea (for the passages 
by land were shut up by Owen's forces) to Penmorva J, his parish 
churchjTto be buried. Robert his brother^ taking a clean contrary 
course^ was out with Owen Glyndwr, as may be gathered by a 
pardon granted him in the ninth yeare of Henry the Fifth, then 
Prince of Wales, which I have to shew, whereof the true copieensueth§. 

* Einion ab Ithel of Rhiwaedog covenanted uith Jolin Dolce of Lancaster, to attend him for 
one year in hit expedition to Cuienne, with one man at arms and one archer : this indenture is still 
extant at Rhiwaedog, *' Cest endentore faite entre le tres haut & puissant jo : Doc de Cuyen & 
^ LaBcestf« d'un parte et Eignon ab Ithel dautre parte, &c. &€." — P. E. 

t This place lies about six miles S. of Carnarvon. 

X Pewmrva signifies ai the end or head qfthe marth. This village is situated at the entrance of 
the Traetfamawr sands, which divide Merioneth and Carnarvonshire. 

t HENRICUS iUustiis Regis Anglise & Franciae primogcnitus, Prioceps Anglia*, Dux Aqui- 
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Rys Goch * of Eryri, a bard of that time^ made him a song, 
shewing what notable qualities he had, and yet durst not name 

taniae, Lancastriae & Cornubiae, & Comes Cestriae, locum tenens metaendissimi dni nri regis & 
patris in ptib* South Walli% & North Walliae oibus & singulis psentes literas nras inspecturis, Sa- 
Intern. Sciatis qnod nos authoritate & potestate nobis p ipsnm metuendissimum dnum nmm regem 
Sc patrem comissis, as etiam pro qnadam fine nobis p Robtnm ap Meredith ap Howell nvper re- 
bellem dicti dni nri regis & patris in partib* Walliae, ad opus ejusd' dni nri regis Sc partis soluta > 
recepimus & admisimas dictum Robertum ad gratiani pdictl dni nri regis & patris, & ei pardona- 
mns note ejusd' dns regis Sc patris sectam pacts suae quae ad ipsum dnum nrum rcgem Si patrem 
ptinet p omnimodis pditionib', rebellionibns, incendiis, feloniis, adhaesionib', transgressionibns, 
roisprisionib', Sc malefacUs quibuscumq' p pdictum Robertum in ptibus Se marchiis Wallhe ante 
hacc tempera factis sive ppetratis, unde indictatus, retatu*,* rectatus, vel appellatns existit, ac 
etiam utlegariis, si qua in ipsum his occasionib* fuerint pmnlgata, Sc flrmam pacera pdicti dni regis 
Sc patris inde concedimus, ac ea bona Sc catalla sua qnaecumq' dicto dino nro regi Sc patri occa* 
sionibus premissis forisfacta noie Sc authoritate pdictis concedimus p psentes : ita tamen qd stet 
rectus in curia pdicti dni regis Sc patris Sc nra, si quis versus eum loqui voluerit de pmissis vel ali* 
quo pmissorum ; in cujns rei testimonium has litteras nras fieri fecimus patentes. Dat' London xx 
die Septembris anno dicti metaendissimi nri regis Sc patris Henrici qnarti post conquestnm ix® . 
Irrotulatur ad sessioncm tentam apud Carnarvon die Lunae proximo post fcstum assnmptionis 
beatae Mariae Virginis ano principatus dni H. principis Walliae, undecimo. 

* Rys Goch flourished about tlie year 1400. See Lluyd's Arch. He lived at Havod Garregog 
near Beddcelbert — The late heiress** of this place (who married Mr Hughes of Trevan) was de« 
scendcd from him in a direct line. E. 

^ This Rys Goch o Erryrri descended paternally from CoUwyn, one of the 15 tribes, he being 
th^ son of Davydd ab lojrwerth ab lefan Llwyd ab Ririd ab Carwed ab Gwyn ab Eduowen, Sco» 
and lived upon his own lands at Havod-garcgog in Nanmor, in the parish of Bedd Gelert, and 
Mawris Williams Nanmor is his heyre, and enioieth that house and lands at this day, being the 
BOnne of William ab Hugh ab Lewys ab Morys Gethln, the soqqe of Margaret the dau : and heyre 
of Rhys goch o Ryri. The sayde Mauris Williams of Nanmor is aisoc patcmallye descended 
from Tydyr Hob y dili, (mentioned in a former page), and Gwer61 his wife the dau : of Howell 
ab Gronw by his wife the daughter of lefan ab Howell ab Meredydd, as being the sonne of Wil- 
liam ab Huw ab Lewys ab Morys Gethin ab lefan ab Rhys ab Tydyr ab Hob y dili, whose right 
name was Robert ab Tudor ab Einghan ab Cynric ab Llowarch ab Heylin ab Tyfid ab Tangno 
ab Ysbrwyth ab MarcbwystI ab Marchweithian. Also tlie wife of Morys Gethin was Gweryl verch 
Oryffydd ab Davydd ab lefan ab Mredydd ab Gronw ab lefan ab Llowarch ab Davydd goch ab 
Davydd ab Qryfydd, who was the sonne of Llewelyn the great, and fatlier of the last Prince 
Llewelyn ab Gryffydd. This Gryff. ab Unn is mentioned in page 16 of this Book because these 

" This word properly signifies to iryoin or forbid; it is corruptly used for veHhu, See du Cange, 
in articulo. Rectatus from rectum signifies prosecuted. 

** Jane, daughter of Morys Wyp, married Zachens Hogh«, A. B. ef Trefan.-^She died io If 64* 
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him therein, for that as it seemeth h^ was an outlaw at that time 
when the song was made^ but abf w^tb in t}\e song his descent from 
Gruff' ap Conan^, and that be was the hope of that stocke: 

The Song that Rys Goch mad^ tq |lol)ert ^p Meredith begin- 
neth thus : 

Hir y bu Ruffiidd ruddhaf 

Waywdan fab Gynau ein qar 

Ar goesgeirch hir gwayw ysgwyil 

Yn gorwedd Llew Flamgledd J^iwyd 

A'i dalaith Liwybr goddaith Llaw 

Fynnodd gyut yn kelffeiniaw 

Tann oerfab bid tan arfoll 

Na chryn ddyn ni cbryuodd oU 

Mae arno gaiuk llathrfaink LIv 

Elifedd propr yn tyfv 

Yn dwyn ystod fragod firig 

Garw ben hydd gwx boneheddig 

O bryd a Llafn hyfryd hodd 

Ag ysgythr brwydr ag osgedd 

O gampau anwydav naid 

Frytanawl hen frytaniaid 

Om gofyn emya ymwal 

ancestors of mine are mentioned in this Book, and I copieng the same, I thought good to lay downe 
my deaoenl fptm theni in a dtferast^lBtfacler, that it may appeare I am descended from many 
others mentioned in this Booke." 

The above note was traoiscrfbed ont of ao old MS. copy, appmreotly of tiie time of Syr John 
Wy«i^ wad ^w in te possession of Ata. Dd. Janes of Rathyn.— -P. £. 
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Dyn anosbarthys ei dal 
Pwy i henw nim difenwir 
Bedydd ar dr gwerydd dir 

Y gwr a elwir yn gainc 
Dylwyth-fawr ar dalailh-faiac 
Alexander niferoedd 

A mvr a pheD mawr hoff oedd 
Trystati ddoethran addeithryw 
Dvlath avr ei dalaith yw 
Bonedd ond odid benoeth 

Y cwysg yn hen farwn coeth 
Rbwng Hafren hoywdsiwr gloywglan 
Llugwrth a Hi a garthan 

Ni ad gwawd pechawd beb pwyll 
O gandaith genfigendwyU 
Son am y Cymrd os iach 
Pwy Hog doeth a fo pellaefa 
Pe megid evrid araith 
Cenav o neb Cynan iaith 
Hir ddewr Ian hardd eryr lid 
Henw mygr o bwn y megid 
Ymgroesed gwawd dafawd hen 
Ymgais ni wn i amgen. 

Rys Goch or Eryri ai kant 

'^ Long did our friend [or kinsman] Gryfudd ap Conan^ witb his 
*' bloody spear, fiery lance, shield, and flaming sword, lye dormant 
*' like a greyheaded lion^ whilst his country was all in a blaze by 
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" the hands of the enemy, who heaped together dry wood to kindle 
"[welcome] the fire. Tremble not at the relation, he did not 
" tremble. From him there grows a beautiful branch eminent in 
" battle and master of the British Games. If my disordered head* 
" is asked the christian name of him wbo is called the descendant 
" of the great family on the throne of the province, it is Alexander, 
" the beloved ciiief of the multitude with the golden crown of 
" Tryslan the Wise-\. 1 prophecy, lie will deserve the title of a 
" wise baron, and withstand an army between the famous water 
*' of the Severn and the clear stream of Garthcn. Dark envy anil 
" detraction will not suffer his praise to be celebrated. If it is his 
" desert, timid caution avaunt. If any strait, beautiful, and brave 
" offspring of Cynan"s lineage j; was ever bred, this must be be. 

* Thia ii a coiunion expreuion In the Welsh Inn^agc t wlien nny Ihiti; dnngRnnii wa< npok<?n, 
Ihey feigned oiadnctl. — This explauatory Date was added by the tennicil giuitlemau who maitc lUt 
Tertiou of this poem. 

i Tryiitan uas the sod of a Kine; of Cornvrall, who wrs eiliicntcd under Merlin, and IwcBnir a 
mOBI faiDOiu Knight errant of Artliur'i Round Table.* 

From bis ha ring been Inilrurted under such it tutor, and many of hisalchieTemeDlshaiiaghrrn 
performed in Cornwall, Wales, and Ireland, it is not eilraordinary Ihnt he bIiouIiI Lg uelcbifilcil 
by the Welsii Bards. As for llie epithet of le'ue, he merited thit title probaUy from ttie InsliMr- 
tioiu of McrtiD, and the ancient Knight Errant Has supposed couimonly to have every other virtor, 
as well as that of valour. Heni-e let aettf Pirsx most probably signilies the nine n^'BTJAJcf, tbaiigk 
they are at the same lime CAoiapwiu. Thus a US. in the TrlJiGh King^ library is ehtilied, " Lrs 
tiobleg faitsdii tceiprrui\- bnn Chrvnlif^r Mesiire Tri>.inn •■ <iep the BitiliQlbeyiie dii BBiaaaA, p SJlt. 
Dean Percy liath a lery fair M.^t. in old French, of ihc adventures of llic Hime Knii:hl aiiiim^it 
fail eiiriuDB and valuable coDec^lion : if is tttpposcd lo be of the 131b oi f ith centuiy, and it thus 
(Utitled, " La Grande Iitoire de Monseigneiir Tristan." 
Vidi Paris, Tiufonn & pin di mille 
Ombre Mostrouinii, & Domlnoll' a dito 
Ch'amor di nostra vUe dipaiiUle. Dante, Inferno, i*. S, 



t The etpTCBsion 
old records sigui&es 



(A in Uic original signifief propwly Im^af: thus lugiu II 
E WcLA Bation. For more ample satisfaction, however, 



« the Adicnlurei of this Knight, printed at Venice, 13^2, 2 voL 4i 



5d 

'' Beurare the iscdif of those who htiife before detmcted; if I ^ptike 
^ of him it rnudt be to his hon^r." 

Composed by Rees Goch (or R^yg this Red) of Eryri*, 
This is the most ancient ^otig I caa find extant which id addres- 
sed to any of tny ancestors sioce the raigne of Bdtrard the First; 
\vho caused our bards ail to be hanged by martial law % as stirrers 
of the people to sedition, whose example being followed by the 
govemours of Wales, untill Henry the Ponrth his time, wad the 
utter destruction of that sort of men. Srthence, this kind of people 
Were at some ftirther libertie to sing and b> keep pedegrees, as in 
ancient time they were wont^ since whicb we have some light of 
antiquitve by their sohges and writinges^. From the teigne of 
Edward tfi« First to Henry the Fourth, there is therefore noe cer- 
tainty, or very little, of things done, other than what ifi to be found 
in the Princes records, which now §, by tossinge the same from 
the Exchequer at Carnarvon to the Tower, and to the offices in 

reader is referred to Kurd's learned and ingenious l>ialogQes, toI. ii. p. 17. i/vhere he instances tlie 
use of the word la^a, wliich signifies both a law and a country. 

* This 9atd is phiced by Hvryd in his Archsologia in the 16th century, abfmt H26. fie stil»» 
him Rys Goch b Eryri, or ifihe Snoted&n numtMns. It shbidd teem that the Inftiaiyttaiits of thh 
coutatry have lonjj been much addicted to poetry, as a rock Is «hewn by tlie shcjAierds, pretty near 
the summit, undtfr ^htch, if two persons sleep on u midsnmmer*s ere, the one wffl wake out of his 
senses, and the other « poM. 

t Edward the Fif»t halh beefl Jilso locosed of hairkig destroyed all the aockat sceetds ami wrU* 
ings in Scotland, aAer his conquest of tliat ksBgddln. See this however very aUy refuted by Sir 
David Dalrymple, in his Examinatitm into the mppo^ed imHqmtif ^if the Rt^giam Mqjestatem^ Edin- 
burgh, 1769, 4to. 

i See a commission, in the time of Q. Elizabeth, to settle who were real bards or otherwise, pre* 
fiked to EvaM'i Specimetts of WeM Poe(ry. 

$ It should seem from this, that these records were remored from Carnarvon near the time that 
the author wrote, .^ i^ii.J 
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the Exchequer at London^ as alsoe by ill keeping and orcteriQg of 
late dayes^ are become a chaos and confusion from a total neg- 
lect of method and order^ as would be needful for him who would 
be ascertained of the truth of things done from time to time. I 
have^ to my chardge^ done what I could, but for my travell hare 
reaped little or nothing, as you see. 

You shall finde in the ministers accompt^ in Henry the Fourth 
his time^ Robert ap Meredith^ farmour of Dolbenman^^ the King's 
weare of Aberglaslyn t> the mill of Dwyfor, and of other the King's 
thinges about his dwelling. 

Jevan the sonue of Robert ap Meredith being a child of tender 
age^ on the death of his father, was in the tuition of his cosen ger« 
man's sonne, John ap Meredith ap Jevan^ his next kinsman, who 
crosse maried him and his sister with Howell ap Rhys ap Howell 
Vaughau of the house of Bron y foel in Evioneth. This family^ in 
those dayes was of greate possessions and abilitie, and was then 
accounte<l the chief house descended from Collwyn, whereof there 
be many of great account in that countrie. 

The widdow of Robert ap Meredith married Meredd' ap Rhys 
ap Jevan Llwyd of Vchaf without the consent of her allie John ap 
Meredith, and so was faigne to flie the day she was married to her 
husband's house before she dined^ foure and twentie miles off, and 
that of rough way. 

* Dolbenman is a village in Carnarvoiuhire, not far from Penmorva, the situation of which hath 
been before described. 

t There is a famons saltnon-leap at Aberglaslyn in Carnarvonshire, about a mile from the mouth 
of the river of that name, which divides Merionethshire from that county. 

N . 
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At this time^ or near about it, fell a dislike and variance betweene 
Wiir GrufBtb^ Esq. Chamberlaine of North Wales^ and John ap 
Meredith, who at that time bare chief rule and credit inthe quar- 
ters where he dwelled : the one by reason of his authoritie (which 
in those dayes was greate to them who held that roome*) expect- 
ing that all should reverence and obey him, the other in regard of 
bis descent^ kindred, and abilitie in his countrey^ acknowledgeing 
Bone but his Prince his superior. Herehence grew the debate, 

— nee C(Bsar ferre majorem f, 
Pampeiusve parent, — — 
which continued long. To Johnap Meredith his kindred and 
friends clave like burres, soe that then it began to be a proverbe, 
or phrase, to call the septe J and family of Owen Gwynedd, Ty- 
Iwyth Sion ap Meredith ; which Enghshed is '' the kindred of John 
ap Meredith.'" This beginning of division however bred in the 
posteritie of the two houses a conceit of dislike which continued 
long after in the kindred, the one towards the other, but with 
matches and continuance of time it is worne out. 

This John ap Meredith was cosen to Owen Tudur^ and went 
with a hundred gentlemen of North Wales^ his kinsmen^ to visit 

* Roome U here u»ed in the same sense with jtUuxor cffiee. Thus we find in Rymier, toL vi p. ir. 
p. 60, a grant of Q. Elizabeth, anno 15o0, of the office or Roome of reading the Civil Lectures in 
the university of Oxford. As also ibid. p. 154. anno 1659, of the Rooau or office of Chief Master 
of onr games, pastimes, and sports, ibid. p. 155. See likewise afterward a grant to Roger Askanw 
of the Room or office of Yeoman of our bears. Ibid. 

t This is printed as it stands in the MS. though it may shew the author was not very accurate 
in his lAtln prosody. 

I This word is frequently applied by Spenser, and Sir John Davies, to the Irish fiunilies and clana. 
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the said Owen, being in trouble at Rwsg castle, called Brynhyga* . 
In his returne being beset with enemies, favourers of the bouse of 
Yorke, lie made an oration to comfort his people, willing them to 
remember at that time the support of the honour and credit of their 
ancestors; and concluding, that it should never in time to come 
be reported, there was the place where a hundred North Wales 
gentlemen fled, but that the place should carry the name and me- 
mory, that tliere a hundred North Wales gentlemen were slayne. 
Because also some of his kinsmen bad brought with them all (heir 
sonnes, and some others had but one sonne to succeed in their 
name and inheritance, (as Howell ap Llewelyn ap Howell and 
others,) he placed all these in the rearward, out of the fury of the 
fight, whilst all his sonnea were in thevanward, which himielf led, 
where he was sore wounded in his face, whereof he was called 
Sqnier t/^TwiVAf to his dying day; but God gave bis enemies the 
overthrow, he opening the passage with his sword. 

Queen Catherine, being a French woman borne, knew noe dif- 
ference betweetie the English and Welsh nation, untill her marriage 
being published, Owen Tudur's kindred and countrey were objec- 
ted to disgrace him, as most vile and barbarous ; which made her 
desirous to see some of his kinsmen. Whereupon he brought to 
her presence John ap Meredith and Howell ap Llewelyn ap How- 

• Id Sir John Price's deacriptioa of Wale*, prcfised to Wynne's Hitlory, p. 20, UsW in Soulli 
W>l«i » Hud to be oiled likewise Brynbyga ; Rwsng casUc Ihcrefote slioulil perhapa be written 
I> L'jfcor IFjsg, wlicu it would signilj- iLe C-atU itfOH the Uik. Ai tliis place lies at iiirh a dis- 
lance from Gwedir, and tlic inhabitants of llie two divtsions of the Principality have so lillle con- 
nexion with each oilier eyea to tliLs day, suuli a mistake i& by no nieaus iniiirobatilc. 

1 Squier y graiUi signifies Esquire with a 
■ gaab on lii> face. 



Cliarlcs, Dnkc of Guise, called Baltff're, fruni 
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ell his neare cosens^ men of goodly stature and personage^ bat 
wholey destitute of bringing up and nurture^ for when the Queen 
had spoken to them in diverse languages, and they were not able to 
answer her^ she said, they were the goodliest dumbe creatures that 
ever she saw. 

This being not impertinent to the matter I treat of^ and preser- 
ved by tradition, I thought fit to insert here, 

John an Meredith had by his wife five sonnes, viz. Morris. Jevan, „ X - yy^ 
Robert, Owen, and Gruff', whereof Robert^ in his father's tiroe^ /i*^./s//. 

was slayne without issue, near Ruthyn^ in the following manner; 
[The rest survived their father, and have many descended from 
them] : 

The Thelwals of Ruthyn* being ancient gentlemen of that coun- 
trey, who came into it with the Lord Grey, on whome King Edward 
the First bestowed the countrey of Duffryn Clwydfi whereat con- 
tention with a septe or kindred of that countrey, called the family 
of Gruff' Goch. These being more in number than the Thelwals, 
(although the Thelwals carried all the offices of the countrey, un- 
IlM^ ifi^^f/uy^-^ ^ler the Lord thereof, the Lord of Kent, then treasurer of England; 
^'^^^'^^^^^y drave the Thelwals to take to the castle of Ruthyn for their de- 






fence, where they besieged them, untill the siedge was raysed by 
John ap Meredith, his sonnes, and kindred, to whome the Thel- 
wals sent for ayde. In that exploite Robert the sonne of John ap 
Meredith was slayne with an arrow in a wood, within the view of 

* Thelwal, who published the Digest ({f Writs^ was of this fiunily, and dates bis work from \Aa 
poor house (Llanbedr-Uall) near Rntbyn. It is about a mile from that town, oo the road to Mold, 
in Flintshire. 

t Or the vale of Clwyd, Dyffryn bearing that signification in Welsh. 
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the castle of Rutbyft, called Coid Manhan ^ ; in revcDge whereof 
many of the other side were slayne^ both at that time and afterwards. 
Some affirme John ap Mefedtth to have beene at a field in Penyalt 
for The' Grufi; wbieb field was fought betyreene Tbo' Gruff' ap 
Nicolas and Henry ap Gwillim, and the Earle of Pembroke's 
captainest where Tho' Gruff' got the fields but received there his 
death'); wound. 

Henry VH. minding on his entry into England to dayme the 
crown against the tyrant Richard the Third, wrote t}iis letter %f 
which is still extant^ to John ap Meredith in h»c verba § : 

BY THE KING. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greete you well : and whereas 
it is soe, that^ through the heipe of Almighty God, the assisatanoe 
of our loveing and true subjects^ and the greate confidence that 
wee have to the nobles and commons of this our principalitie of 
Wales, we be entred into the same^ purposing by the heIpe above 
rehearsed, in all haste possible, to descend into our realtne of 
England^ not only for the adoption of the crowne, unto us of right 

• Cud m Welsh signifies a wood. 

t PflOiMil, the place where Tho' Graff' ap Nicholas was wounded, is knowne by tradition ; and 
lieth in Wttra Bennal, in the parish of Towin, over against liidiart y parke Grache,'aafl inrflie 
laidst of the way ; being a little round pavement, and almost covered with grass.* 

X ** I have seen the original letter, and perased it at Gwedyr in 1690. H. Bangor.^— P. £. 

$ Henry the Seventh, when he claimed the crown of England against Richard the Third, hinded 
at Bfilford Haven, and naarched from thence liuoagh. Soath and North Waks into Leicastarsliire, 
where the battle of Bosworth was fooght. He had probably been informed at Milford, that John 
ap Meredith had considerable inflaence in N. Wales. [He might also know it from his i^unily, as 
they were nearly related.] P. 

• This note was added by some person who.had.ptnued 4m MS. with lUlMitioM. 

O 
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appertaining, but alsoe for the oppression of the odious tyrant 
Richard late Duke of Glocester, usurper of our said right ; and 
moreover to reduce as well our said realme of England into its 
ancient estate, honour, and property, and prosperities as this our 
said principalitie of Wales, and the people of the same theitor 
deare^^ liberties, delivering them of such miserable servitude as 
they have piteously long stood in. We desire and pray you, and 
upon your allegiance strictly charge and command you, that im- 
mediately upon the sight hereof^ with all such power as ye may 
make, defencibly arrayed for the warre, ye addresse you towards 
us, without any tarrying upon the way, untill such time as ye be 
with us, wheresoever we shall be, to our aide, for the effect above 
rehearsed, wherein ye shall cause us in time to come to be your 
singular good Lord, and that ye faile not hereof as ye will avoyd 
our grievous displeasure, and answere it unto your peril!. Given 
under our signet at our t, &c. 

To our tr us tie and well-beloved John ap Meredith ap Jevan 
ap Meredith. 

Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, my ancestor, haveing, as afore is 
remembred, crosse maried with the bouse of Bron y foel in Evion- 
eth, had by his wife, called Catherine, three sonnes, Meredith^ 
Robert, and John. After her death he maried Gwenhwyfar, daugh- 
ter of Madog Vaughan, of the house of Llwyn Dyrus, descended 
of Sir Gruff' Lloyd, by whome he had two sonnes. Gruff' Vaugh- 

* erff, liberties, in all the copies which I have examined. E. 

t The date aa^ place from which tlds order iasaed are omitted In the MS. 
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an and Jevan, and ft daughter. Jevan died*, being but one and 
thirtie yeares of age, of the plague, at Keselgyfarch his house. 

In the warrs betweene th^ houses of Yorke and Lancaster, he 
(as all his) were Lancastrians, and he was one of the captaines who 
laid waste the Duke of Yorke's estate in Denbigh land ; in revenge 
whereof, the King sent WilF Herbert, Earle of Penbroke^ in Ed- 
ward the Fourth's time, who can\e with a greate army to recover ik !^jUj ati ^ it-i'r^/^ 
the castle of Harddlech t> held by David ap Jevan ap Einion for ^^ ^^04^/4^. 
Jasper Earle of Penbroke, then beyond the seas. He also wasted 
with fire and sword all Nanconwy, and the whole countrey lying 
betweene Conway and Dovi. He graunted at the same time a pro* 
tection or safe conduct to Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, and to 
his followers to come to parle with him, which I have to shew, un« 
der his seale and armes, in hsec verba X- 

* i. e. Jevan ap Kobert, the father. See before. P. 

t When this town U thns spelt, it is said to signify the beautiful or high rock* ; when in the com- 
■lOB way IJUrUeh'it it may be rendered the toum upon the ro^. As, nnfortunately, the lately pub- 
lished Memoirs of Lord Cherbory are become excessively scarce, it may not perhaps be improper 
to insert from thence an anecdote relative to this siege of Harlech. The govcnior being summon- 
ed to sorrender^ sent an answer to the following effect : '' That he bad held out a castle in France 
** till an the old women in Wales talked of him ; and that he would defend his Welsh castle till all 
** the old women in France should hear of it" 

X OMNTB'y &c. fidelibns ad qnos psens scriptnm pvenerit, Gnillelm' Comes Pembrochiae Jostic' 
diii regis in ptibus snis North Walliae, salutem. Sciatis nos dedisse Ac p psentes concessisse Jevan 
ap Robt de comoto Evioneth in Comitatu Carnarvon salvum Sc securuni conductum intrandi, ve- 
niendiy ambulandi, expectandi, comorandi ac salvo eund* Sc redeundi p & infra Comitatum de 
Carnarvon Si Merioneth p se, bonis, Si catallis, sine arcstatione, molcstatione, inipcchimento, damno, 
violentia, manucaptione, pturbatione, seu gravaminc aliquo tarn ad scctam dni regis, qvam ad sec- 
tam partis alterius psonae cajuscnmq' a die coufectionis psentiom quousq* p nos habuerit pmoniti- 
onem sex dierum. Datum sub sigillo uostro quarto die nicusis Novembris anno regui regis Ed- 
wardi 4ti post Conqnestum octavo. 

* See Llwyd*s Arch«oiog. p« 276. article/air. 



S8 

He was a inoRt goodly tnati of personage, of greate stature*^ (is 
may appeare by the Welsh songes made ante him)^ and most ya« 
liant withall. Besides the turmoyles abroad, he sustayned deadly 
fead (as the northerne Man t^rmeth) at home in his dMf^f, a warre 
ttiore dangerous than the other. 

His sister, having been married to Howell ap Rys^ died within 
few years after her marriage, leaveing noe issue male : and Howell 
ip Rys maried Tddur ap Gruff' ap Eiaion's daughter of Afdydwy, 
It ceufageous stirring woman, who never gave over to make debate 
betweene her husband and his neict neighbour and brother-4ii-iaw, 
my ancestor. Many bickerings passed betweene them, either 
makeing as many friends as be could, and many men were slayne, 
but commonly the losse fell on Howell ap Rys his side. 

David ap Jenkin being a neare kinsman to Howell ap Rys, and 
then an outlaw, a man of greate valour^ came to aide his cosen a- 
gainst my ancestor, but prevailed not, though they came upon the 
suddaine on my ancestor's house, and whilst be was Iram borne. 
Thereupon (as we have it by credible tradition) David ap Jenkin 
wished his cosen to keepe friendship with his brother-in-law, for, 
said he, I will not come with thee to invade this man's house when 
he is at home, since I finde such hot resistance in bis absence. 

This women ;]; caused the parson at Llanwrof hen § to be mur- 
thered, because he had fostered || to my ancestor; but God so 

* L e. Jeraa ap Robert See before. P. 

t A teode of expression which seems to explain itself. 

t The second wife of Howell ap Rhys, before mentioned* P. 

§ Llanwrothen is a parish in Merionethshire, which borders npon Traethmawr sands. 

I The strong connexion and affection between the Fotter^fkther and Mn teems to-beoow mnch 



•wroiiglit, that the murtherers, being three brethren, were all slayne 
afterwards hy my anceator, in revenge of the parson's unworthy 
death. 

I have a number of obhgalionB wherein Howell aji Rys stand- 
dctli boiiuden for the observation of the peace, and awards touching 
that controversie ; but the plague taking away my ancestor, ended 
tlie strife betweene them, which was likely (if he had lived) to have 
ended with the death nf one of them or both. See bloody and irefall 
were quarells in those dayes.and the revenge of the sword at such 
libcilie, as almost nothing was punished by law, whatsoever happened. 

The cause of tliis mortal hatred betweene them grew (as it is 
credibly reported) in this sorte : John ap Meredith and Ilowetl ap 
Rys were ever highly at variance; my ancestor having had bring- 
ing up with his cosen John ap Meredith, aflected him best, (hough 
allied nearly to llie other, which was taken soe heinously by How- 
ell ap Rys, that he converted the summe of bis rancor upon bis 
brother-in-law and next neighbour. This qnarell, my ancestor 
being dead, never ended till, in assaulting the house of the said 
Howell, by the sonnes of John ap Meredith with their cosen Gru- 
Ihth ap Join) ap Gronw, (a gentleman of great account, who had' 
been captaine, as is rcported^of a company of luunsiers in AquitaneJ: 
the said Grnflith ap John ap Gronw was slayne, being shot into 
the beaver with an arrow out of the bouse, whereupon the said 
Howell was faigne to leave the countrey to avoyd the furie of the 
revengment of blood. 

dropped in Wales : it continuBB however in fnll force in lie uneivitiied p«rt» of Irpland. In ■ 
letter from Mr. Wynne [penes P. Panton, Esq.] to hit &thef, ■od d»ted in Itl83, Le drijrei that 
ibe widow of an Evan Thomag may be icMoiMd on hl»/Mfcr-btollicr who worked in the garden at 
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In the partilion of the inheritaQce of Jevan ap Robert ap Mere- 
dith betweene his five eonnes, according to the custome of Wales ; 
Henblas in Maethbrood and all the land in Llanrwst in Denbigh 
land decscnding unto him, (as afore is mentioned, as cosen and 
next heire to Robin Vaughau ap David ap Howell ap Gruff"), fell 
to be the parte and portion of Gruff' Vuughan his sonne, who 
maried the daughter* of Gruff' ap Madog Vaughan, who ^vas 
grandchild to Rees ap Einion Vaughan, viz. his daughter's daugh- 
ter. Yon are to understand, that though Robin Vaughan did not 
defeat bis coseo and next heire Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith of 
the land held in the Welsh tenure, yet minding the preferment of 
bis daughter, as much as law would suffer him, lie charged the 
land with a mortgage of £. 13. to Rys ap Einion Vauglian his sonne- 
in-law, which the said Rys ap Einion Vaughan did releane to 
Gruff' ap Jevan ap Robert in parte of his mariage goods with bis 
cosen, the daughter of Owen ap Gruff' ap Madog : tlie very re- 
lease I have in my cuslody. 

God bath shewed such mercy to our kind, that ever »incc the 
time of Rodericke the aonne of Owen Gwynedd, Lord of Augleaey, 
our common ancestors, tliere lived in ihc commonM'ealth in eminent 
sorte one or other of our name, and many together at times. I have 
in my minde, in the perusal of the whole course of the history of 
our name and kindred, compared or likened God's worke, in that 
to a man striking fire into a tinder-box, by the beating of the flint 
upon the Steele there are a number of sparkles of fire raysed, where- 
of but one or two takes fire, the rest vanishing away. As for ex- 

■ 3h« ii ralkd soon after thU the Danghter of Owen ap Gruff' ip Madog. It u bere givea 
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nmple, in Eiiiion ap Cariadog. Grufl" up Cariadog, and Sir Will' 
Cariadog, alias Willcocke* Cariadog, brethren ; Einion ap Caria- 
dog as shonld Keem the elder brolher, was Lord of Penychen, 
Penyberth, and Caladevlyn. His aonne, Tudur ap Einion, died 
without issue of his body, and his lands were begged by theQucene, 
King Edward the First his wife, as appcareth in this history. 
Gruffilh, the second brother, was Lord of Friwlwyd, Ystrad, and 
£skibioii; he had issue David, whicli David had three sonnes, 
David Chwith ap David, Meredith, and Ilouell ; which are men- 
tioned before to have exchanged their estate at Denbigh witb 
Henry Lacie, earle of Lincolne. Will', alias VVilcocke Craidog, 
tlic third brother, marled an inheretrix in Pcnbrokeshire, where 
his posterllie have remained ever since, haveing, from the house 
called Newton, named themselves Newton Craidog. both in Pem- 
brokeshire and Somersetshire. Some of the Newtons claim tlieir 
lineal descent from Howell ap Gronw, Lord of Ystradlowiu, an'o 
D'lii 1 [00, descended from Rytherch ap Jestin, Prince of ^Valea. 
Note, among these three brethren, the posteritie of the one re- 
maines ; of the other two, the one is vanished, and the other gone 
out of the counlrey. Of Gruffillit his grandchildren, only 
Ibe posteritie of Howell are extant, who was before stated to be 
the youngest of the three sons of Davydd ab Griiffith, Lord of 
Friwlwyd. Lastly, in Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith his children, 
which were five, only the posteritie of Meredith are extant, and of 
account. Whereupon comparing things past with things to come, 
1 presage God's mercy to the kindred hereafter, as heretofore. 

• Will Gilch, or Red Will.-P. E. 

t i. G GluffitU sp CariailogT' Graiidchililren. P. 
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Now after this large digression, to returne to the course of this 
ibrmer historic, Rys ap Einion Vaugban haveing had warning, a$ 
aforesaid, that Henblas '^ should be redeemed^ hasted to buUd 
Brynsullty, before that Michelmas lapp<>tnted« I have seene an old 
man in luy time, called Jevari ap John ap David Vaughan, at least 
of ninety years old; this roan's mother . served Rys ap Eingaa 
Vaug-han at that time, and she was .want :to reiporte^ that come f 
fayling them to build % the. house^ they reaped the come that grew 
in the rame§ to serve that turne^ as the corne in the ridge was not 
readie. ^ : - 

The warrs of Lancaster and Yocke beginning this summer, made 
Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith foi^etfuU of his promise to redeeme 
the lands ; for^in the time of that civill warre land was not ought 
worth, neither was it redeemed during his life. In those warrs 
Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, even in the sixth of Edward the /y/^^^y/^^ 
Fourth, with David ap Jenkin and other captaines of the Lancas- ^ 

trian faction^ wasted with fire and sword the subnrbs of tbettown 
of Denbigh. In revenge of this, Edward the fourth sent. William 
Earle of Peubroke with a great army to waste the mountaiae coun- 
treys of Carnarvon and Merioneth shires, and take the castle of 
Hardlech, (held then by David ap Jevan || ap Einion, for the IWo 

* HeiiMdf, as well as Brynsnllty, is afterwards described, as being in the Lordship of Denbigh; 
It is supposed that HmbUu is the s^me with Plfuhh^ or The old nutnnon 

t i. e. to be used as straw* P. 

t 1, e. to thatch it. . ; 

f Raku^ fas some parti of Englrod, b used fwfitrrmo^ or the lower part of the ridge. . 'M^ onniiis 
derives the word Heme (from whence the Runic character) from either rya, a fiirrow ; or ryn, a 
gutter or cfaanneL See lett. Run, p. 9. 16S6. • cited in the New Translation of MalkTiB i>euBtrli, 
vol. I. p. 3G3. 

{I lefanab Einion of Cryniaith, in LlandrillOyEdemion, and Maesynenadd near Harddlech. P.E. 
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EwLefl^, EtenryEarleof Richmond^ aiidrJespn Earle of Pembroke)^ 
VFhkbb Earle did execute hia chardges to the fiill^ as^ witnesseth 
this Welsh rime. 

KhrdBech a Dmbeck pob dor 
Ytt cnnnev> 

Naaconwy ya farwor ; 

Mfl a phedwarcant mae Sor, 

A thragaia ag wyth rfaagor*. 

In that expedition Jevan ap Robert lay one night at the house 
of Rhys ap Einion at Henblas^ Mrho was inaried to his cosen 
Catherine^ daughter of Robin Yaughan ; and setting forth very 
early before day^ unwittingly carried upon his finger the wrestf of 
his cosen's harpe, whereon (as it seemeth) he had played over nighty 
as the manner was in those days, to bring himselfe asleepe;};. 

* ** At haHdledi aod Denbigli evesy houe ww in flamesi and Nantconway in cinden.; 14iO 
" from oar Lord, and sixty and eight more." Thii translation was made by a learned Divine, 
well knofWB in tftetliterafy world for several pablicadons* He was alaa ao obliging aa to add tbn 
following metrical version in the stile of Stemhold and Hopkins : 

'' In Harddlech and Dinbech ev'ry honse 

^ Waoi basely set on fire, 
'^ But poor Nantconway snffer'd more, 

" For there- the. flames bnint higher : 
'* Twas in the year of our LoR9 

• 

'* Fourteen hundred sixty-eight, 
'• Thai these unhappy towns o€ Wales 
" Met with such wretched (ate." 

t The wrest of a harp is the hollow iron with which the strings are tnned ; this term is still nsed 
1^ the harpsichord loners for an instrmnent which they use for the same pnipose. 

t The oldest Welsh tunes are very plamtive,* 

* *< Some of the Wekh Harpers, in the memory of man, were able to play from the character 
^ used for the old Welsh musical notes : and there are many snch MS. notes in the Hengwrt lib- 
^ raiy.* £. £vans,«-'P, £. 
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This he returned by a messenger unto his cosen^ X¥ith this message- 
with all^ that he came not into Denbigh land to take from his cosen* 
as much as the wrest of her harpe : whereby it appeareth^ that by 
his means neither her howse^ nor any of her goods were burnt, 
wasted^ hurt^ or spoyled. Thus both her bouses, Henblas and 
Brynsyllty, escaped the Earle Herberte's desolation, though the 
same consumed the whole burrough of Llanrwst, and all the vale 
of Conway besides, to cold Qoals*^ whereof the print is yet extant, 
the yery stones of the mines of manie habitations, in and along my 
demaynes, carrying yet the colour of the fire. John ap Mere- 

9 

dith being cosen german's sonne to Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith,, 
notwithstanding he was soe much elder than he,, (as the one was in 
man's estate, and the other but a youth), had the government of 
his uncle f* &nd of his livings ^ : during which time o£ his nonage,. 
Robin Vaughan ap David ap Howell dying, as aforesaid, John ap 
Meredith came over with his uncte to Llanrwst. and the Lordship 
of DenbiglH to take possession of the inheritance lately befallen 
him, called the Henblas in Maethbrood, where Rys ap Einiou 
Vaughan, and Catherine daughter of Robin Vaughan then dwelled. 
Haveing surveyed the land,, they gave Rys ap Einion Vaughan^ 
then warning that he should avoyd the land at Michaelmas, for 
then he should have the twelve pounds mortgage-money payed hinu 
On this he requested to be tenant, and was answered by Jevan ap» 
Robert ap Meredith, that he should lie there at times himseUe^ 

* i. e. To cinden : the author hath before used cold athei in the same sense, 
t i. e. His Welsh Uncle, for Je?an was consin-gecman to John's father. P. 
t lavwge hath before been used hy the author in the same sense with eila^ 
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and therefore would not sett it. Whereupon Rys ap Einion 
Vaaghan built Brynsullty house, upon parte of that land which 
Henry Lacie^ Earle of Lineolne, Lord of Denbigh, exchanged 
with our ancestors^ and which he had bought of some of our kins^ 
men that had the same by gavel-kind. Their name^ however^ is 
forgotten, as is the pedegree of two other freeholders in Maethbrood 
besides, which held land in my time m that towne, liueallie from 
that grant and exchange. The one was called Rys ap Llewelyn 
ap David, whose posteritie doth yet inherite parte of this land ; 
the other the wife of one Lancelott, a weaver, whose inheritance 
my uncle^ Gruflf' Wynne*, bought^ being but a matter of three 
pounds a-yeare. Into soe little partes did the gavelkind by many 
descents chop our inheritance^ being at first large. Conferring oft 
with the freeholders of the parish of Llanrwst, my neighbours,, 
how they held their lands,, and from what common ancestor they 
were descended ; most of them are said to be descended lineallie 
from Ednyfed Yaughan^ in the township of Tybcith and Garthgar* 
moD. Inquireing also of them whence the freeholders of Maeth* 
ehrood^ Rys Llewelyn ap David, and Liucellott^s wife, were de- 
scended, they said they were foreigners, and came from the castlie 
of Denbigh, as though the castle of Denbigh did procreate men : 
which sheweth that the tradition fs not yet forgotten, from whence 
they came. The most parte of that towue of Maethebrood is inr 
our brood, blessed be God I 

Robin Jachwr^ the greatest antrquarie of our conntrey, being at 
Gwedir with my grandfather,, and going one day to a chwarevfa 

* Of Berlh-dda. See the yedigree at the end of the SIS. P. Berth-ddo It in Llanrwst paritlw 



gampttv *, where the countrey was assembled at a plitce called 
Gardd y feliti' in the parish of Llanrwst^ asked whether he would 
commatid him any service tSiitber. Nothings said my grandfirtiier; 
having a nosegay in his hand by chance^ butdelii^er this nosegay 
to the best gentleman thou seest in- the company^ upon: the credit 
of thy skill : who* delivered the same with protestation of hit 
charge in the presence of all the company to Llyn ap David, Rya 
Elyn ap' David^s father. I cannot however get hts pedigree, not 
LancielFot's wife's pedigree in ai^ycertaintie, to joyne them ta oars r 
the iisason is, that poverty soone forgets whence it be deioended, 
for it is^ an ancient received saying, that there is noe poverty but 
is descended of nobiKtie, nor noe n^ilitie but is descended of 
bieggerte. 

When Adam delv'd and Eve span, 

Who was then a gentleman ? 

Then came the churle and gathered gOod> 

And thence arose the gentle bb>od. 

Yet a great temporall blessing it is, and a greate heart* is ease to 
a man, to find that he is well descended, and a great griefe it is for 
upstarts and gentlemen of the first head t to looke backe into their 
descents being base, in such sort, as I have known many such hate 
gentlemen in their hearts, for noe other cause but that they were 
gentlemen. The conditional promise by God to David was, 
^' that if his children would keepe his laws, he should not want a 
'^ man of his loynes to sit on his seat for evermore/' Whereby he 

* Chwaret^fa gampau, Coantry games or ezercisei. 

t A metaphor from deer, a yooDg bnck of the second year Is called a back of the tat head P. 
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had two things promised him^ propagation of his seed, and emU 
nence of coixtinuadce in the world. The Refcabites, for their dbt^ 
dience to their father's commandment, not to drinke vtine, have 
the like promise of God*. 

During the time the Earle of Pembroke's armie lay in Snowdon, 
JeVftn ap Robert was faigne to Itove his owne hoUse, and lodge at 
night in thib rocke called Ogo filen, standing at Meillionen^ in the 
parish of Beddcelett^ and c6htinued all the next day with the Lan- 
castrians. His friends and followers skirted the armie, atid skir- 
mished with them in the strait and fongh passage of Naiitwhynenf, 
untill at last he was sent for b^ the Earle nnder his protection and 
received info grace^ as may appeare by the Earless deed under his 
hand and scale : the like he did not grannt to any in North Wales^ 
as farre as I can heare. 

The begining of the qnarell and unkindness between Jevan ap 
Robert and Howell ap Rys ap Howell Vanghan, grew in this sort. 
Jevan ap Robert, after his sister's death, upon some mislike^ left 
the company of Howel ap Rys, and accompailied John ap Mere- 
dith his nephew, and his children^ who were at continnall bate 
with Howell ap Rys. The fashion was in those days, that the 
gentlemen and thdr retainers met commonly every day to shoote 
matches and masteries : there was noe gentleman of worth in the 
coimtrey/ but had a wine cellar of his own, which wine was sold 
to his profit ; thither came his friends to meete him, and there 

* See Jeremiah, cIl zxxt. 

t Nantwhynen liei wiU^in a small distaDce of Bedd-celert. The roogfa and strait paBsage, meo- 
tton^ hy tke antiibr, sood opens into a most picturesque valley. 
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spent the day in shooting, wrestling, throwing the sledge, and other 
actes of activitie, and drinkeing very moderately withall, not ac- 
cording to the heallking*^ and gluttonous manner of our dayes. 

Howell ap Rys ap Howell did draw a draught f upon Jevan ap 
Robert ap Meredith, and sent a brother of his to lodge over night 
at Keselgyfarch, to understand which way Jevan ap Robert ap Me* 
redith meant to goe the next day, who was determined to shoote 
a match with John ap Meredith's children at Llanvihangel y Pen* 
nant %, not farre from John ap Meredith's house. This being un* 
derstood, the spie, Howell ap Rees his brother, slips away the 
night to his brother, and lets him know where be should lay for 
him. Now had Howell ap Rys provided a butcher for the pur- 
pose, that should have murthered him ; for he had direction by 
Howell to keepe himselfe free, and not to undertake any of the 
company untill he saw them in a medley, and every man fighting. 
Then was his charge to come behiude the tallest man in the com* 
pany, (for otherwise he knew him not, being a stranger,) and U> 
knocke him down ; for Howell ap Rys sayd, '' Thou shalt soone 
'* discerne him from the rest by his stature, and he will make way 
'' before him. There is a foster-brother of his, one Robin ap Inka, 
^* a little fellow, that useth to match him behind : take* heed oE 
^' him ; for, be the encountre never soe hot, his eye is ever on his 
^' foster-brother." Jevan ap Robert, according as he was appoin* 

• Drinking of healths. 

t ThU U a phrase freqnently nsed by the author, and imports draunngapUm, or idUingaickime* 

i This parish is Tory near to Beddcelert All this part of the conntrj is Tery moimtainons,.and 
tiierefore very proper for ambuscades. 
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ted, went that morning with his ordinary company towards Llan- 
Tihangel to meete John ap Meredith. You are to understand, 
that in those dayes^ and in that wild worlde, every man stood upon 
his guards and went not abroad but in sort and soe armed^ as if he 
went to the field to encountre with his enemies. Howell ap Rys ap 
Howell Vaughan's sister being Jevan ap Robert's wife^ went a mile^ 
or thereabout^ with her husband and the company^ talking with 
them, and soe parted with them ; and in her way homewards, she 
met her brother a horseback, with a greate company of people 
armed^ rideing after hpr hnsihand as fast as they could. On this 
she cried out upon her brother, and desired him, for the love of 
God, not to harme her husband, that meant him noe harme ; and 
withal steps to his horse, meaning to have caught him by the 
bridle, which he seeing, turned his horse about. She then caught 
the horse by the tail, hanging upon him soe long, and crying 
upon her brother, that, in the end, he drew out his short-sword^ 
and struck at her arme ; which she perceivings was faine to lett 
slippe her hold, and running before him to a narrow passage, 
whereby he must pass through a brooke, where there was a foot^ 
bridge near the ford ; she then steps to the foot-bridge, and takes 
away the cahllau/^, or handstay of the bridge, and with the same 
letts flie at her brother, and, if he had not avoyded the blow, she bad 
strucke him downe from his horse. 

— Furor arma ministraU 
Howell ap Rys and his company^ within a while, overtooke Jevan 



* Richards, in hU Dictionary, renders this word accordingly a long rail nsed as a side fence ta 
a bridge. It also signifiet a coansellor or attorney. 
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ftp Robert fiind hh followers, who turned head upon him; though 
greatlie oreromtched. The bickeritig grew tery hott, and many 
were knocked downe of either side. In th6 end» when that should 
be performed which they came for, the murthering butcher have* 

« 

ing not strocke one stroake all day, but watching 6pportunkyy and 
finding the company more scattered than at first from Jertaa ap 
Robert, thrust himselfe among Jevan ap Robert's people behmd^ 
and, tttakefng a blow at him, was prevented by Robin ap Inko his 
foster-brother, and knocked downe ; God bringing upon hitf head 
the destruction that he meant for another : vrbich Howell ap Rys 
perceiving, cryed to his people, " Let us away and be gone, for I 
*' had given chardge that Robin ap Inko should have been bettei 
*' looked unto:" and soe that bickering brake with the hurt of 
many, and the death of that one man. 

It fortuned anon after, that the parson of Llanvrothen* tooke a 
child of Jevan ap Robert's to foster, which sore grieved Howell 
Vaughan's wife, her husband haveing then more land in that paiPish 
than Jevan ap Robert had ; in revenge whereof she plotted the 
death of the said pardon in this manner. She sent a Wonhan to 
aske lodgeing of the parson, who used not to deny any. The wo- 
man being in bed, after midnight began to strike and to tave ; where- 
upon the parson, thinking that she had been distracted^ aWakeing out 
of his sleepe, and wondering at soe siiddaine a crie in the nighty 
made towards her and his household also; then she said that he 
would have ravished her, and soe got out of doores, threatening 
revenge to the parson. This woman had her bretheren three 

* Llaovrotlicn is a small vlUagc in Merionethshire, situate near Traefthmawr 8aad«»- 
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notable rogues of the damn'd crew fit for any miscliiefe, being fol^ 
lowers of Howell ap Rys, In a morning these bretheren watched 
tJie parson, as he went to look for his cattle, in a place in that 
parish called Gogo yr Llechwin, being now a tenement of mine, 
and there murthered him ; and two of them tied to Chirkelaod in 
Denbighshire, to some of the Trevor's who were friends, or of a 
kinne to Howell ap Rys, or his wife. It was the manner in those 
dayes, that the murtherer oncly, and he that gave the death's wound 
should flye, which was called m Welsh Uaivitidd, which is a red 
hand, because he had blouded his hand : the accessaries and abet- 
ters to the niurtherers were never hearkened after. 

in those dayes, in Cliirkeland and Oswaldstreland*. two sects 
or kindred contended for the soveraignty of the conntrie, and were 
at continuall strife one with another : the Kyftins and TrcTorg. 
They had their alliance, partisans, and friends in all the counlreys 
round thereabouts, to whomc, as the manner of the time was, they 
sent such of their followers as committed murther or manslaughter, 
which were safely kept as very precious jewtUs; and they received the 
like from their friends. These kind of people were stowed in the 
day time in chambers in their houses, and in the night they went 
to the next wine-house that belonged to the gentleman, or to his 
tenants houses not farre off, to make merrle and to wench. Mere- 
dith ap Howell ap Moris, in those days cliief and leader of the sect 
of the KyBins, was a kinne to Jevan ap Robert, and in league with 
him, to whome he sent to desire him to draw him a draught to 



• Now called Oswestry : it tdjou 
cmidetmble laoiUy, 



Cbirkelatid, wlicre the Trevors c< 
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catch those tnurtherers ; who sent him word, that he should come 
privately into Chirkelaod only accompanied but with six, and he 
made no doubt to deliver the rourtherers into his hands. As Jevan 
ap Robert was in his way going thither^ passing by Ty yn Rhos ♦, 
being a winehouse, standing in Penrhyn Deydraeth, Howell ap 
Rys ap Howell Yaughan's wife^ being in the house^ said to the 
people that were with her^ Yonder goeth Jevan ap Robert, Hwyr 
y dial efei dadmaeth, which is as much as to say, '^that he would 
'^ not in haste be revenged of the wrong done to his foster." Being 
come to.Chirkeland, he abode there many dayes in secret and nn- 
seene^ sleeping in the day and watching all night. In the end^ 
with the helpe of his friends, he caught the two murtherers, whom 
be had no sooner in hand, but the crie did rise. The Trevors to 
tfteir friends, and the Kyffins to their leaders. To the latter of 
these cries Meredith ap Howell ap Moris resorted, who told Jevan 
ap Robert that it was impossible for him to carry them out of the 
country to any place to have judiciall proceeding against them, by 
reason that the faction of the Trevors wonld lay the way and nar- 
rpw passages of the countrie ; and if they were brought to Ghirke 
oastle gate to receive the triall of the countrie lawes, it was law- 
fuU for the offender's friends, whosoever they were, to bring ^.5. 
&r every man for a fine to the Lord, and to acquit them, soe it 
were not in cases of treason. A damnable custome used in those 
dayes Jn the lordships marches, which was used alsbe in Mow- 
4dwy*, untill the new Ordinance of Wales, made in the seven aud 

* Ty yn Rhos, [siguifies the house in the rough common], opposite the lower ford of Tiaethmawr. 

t Mowddwy is by that statute of Henry the Eighth now annexed to Merionethsbire, whereat It 
before part of Montgomeryshire. 
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twentieth yeare of Henry VIIL Hereupon Jeran ap Robert ap 
Meredith commanded one of his men to strike off their heads^ 
which the fellow doeing faintely^ the offender told him, that if he 
had his necke under his sword^ he would make his sword take 
better edge than he did : soe resolute were they in those days, and 
in contempt of death ; whereupon Jevan ap Robert in a rage step- 
ping to them^ strucke off their heads. 

David Llwyd ap Gruffith Vychan, grandchild to Jevan ap Ro- 
bert ap Meredith^ in his youth waited upon Hugh^ sonne to Mr. 
Robert ap Rys at Cambridge, elected Abbot of Conway by his 
father's procurement in his minoritie. He being at Plas Jolyn*^ at 
the house of Mr. Robert ap Rys, an old woman that dwelt there in 
Rys ap Meredith's time^ told him that she had scene his grand- 
father Jevan ap Meredith at that house, both in goeing and come- 
ing from his voyage into Cbirkeland, and that he was the tallest 
and goodliest man that ever she had scene ; for, silting at the fire, 
upon the sp{ir f, the hinder parte of his head was to be scene over 
the sptkr, which she never saw to any other man. She alsoe said 
that in his returne from Chirkeland she saw Lowry^ daughter of 

* Plas Jolyn is in Deobighsbtre, Dot far from Oelar and Voelas : it now belongs to Mr. Myd- 
deltou of Cbirk Castle. 

t Spftr (or, as it sboold seem to bave been pronounced by tbe author, Spere) means that seat 
near a kitchen or hall fire, which generally goes by the name of a SetiU, It is not very obvions 
howeter whence such a seat should have obtained the name of a SpAr or Sport I find a passage 
in the Saxon Chronicle, which shews the word Sp(kr to be originally a term in that language, which 
Bishop Oibson renders scabellom. See the Chron. A. D. 1070. It appears from the context to 
have been a stool on which an image of Christ was represented to put his foot on. 

<* Rhowch y sp&r ar ben y Spllr" is an adage, which seems to imply that the Spftr was a kind of 
a shelf used as a Sqfe to place a dish of spare meat npon, until further secured. The Spftr jutted 
out of the pa(2f or wooden wall behind the Table in alto reliero. Few men standing coold be as 
high as a SpClr. W. Davies.— P. £• 
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Howelly Rys ap Meredith's wife, his kioswoman^ wash his eycA 
with white-wine, being bloudshot by loDg^ watching** 

Jevan ap Robert in his returne from Cbirkeland, riding: home 
to bis house by Gal It y Mor£»-bir^ by moonesbine^ (the tide in 
Traeth roawr f giveing him noe sooner, passage)^ talking with bis 
men carelesly, and oat of danger^ as he imagined, suddenly lighted 
an arrow shot amongst them from tfce hill side^ which was then full 
of wood. On this they made a standi and shot wholly all seren 
towards the place from whence the other arrow came, with one of 
which arrowes of theires shot soe at randome they killed him that 
shol at them, being the third brother of the murtherers ; God re* 
Tenged that wicked murther by the death of every one of the three 
bretheren. Howell ap Rys ap Howell Vaughan, and especially 
his wife, boyling in revenge, drew another draaght against Jevaa 
ap Robert, in this manner. Jevan ap Robert's mother was of the 
bouse of Kefnmelgoed, in the countie of Cardigan, whose mother 
was sister to Rytherch ap Jevan Llwyd X^ then and yet the great- 
est family in that countie $. It hath before been mentioned to 
have been customary in Chirkelande and other parts of Wales^ for 

* It aiipeart befbre fliat that JtTBD had been obliged to watch for some tune in ChirUand, sleep- 
ing in the day, and watching in the night, for the mnrthereriy &c. P* 

t Traeth mawr lignifies tiie fruiter tnct of sand, to distinguish it from the fess, which is the road 
from Peamonra in Carnarvonshire to Harlech in Merionethshire. These sands are not oooamonly 
passable till tha tide hath ebbed nearly three hoars. 

X Pryse Piyse, Esq. M. P. is descended from Rhydderch ab leoan Llwyd, and hiherits hta es- 
tate and mansion of Cogerddan.— P. £• 

% ^ ^Tbo, as in Chirkehmd and ebewhere, were wont to send onto him their Uawrhydd, where- 
<* of there were very many, and his house continually fail, which he kept very choicely." This I 
had from a MS. belonging to Richard Uoyd Willi«iiS| of Denbighi which was written by Hesqr 
Bbbop of Bangor, in 1699.— P. £• 
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die IMmmdi^ to resort to the xxkosi powerful! of the gentry^ wher^ 
they were kept very cboisely, Howell ap Rys uDderfitanding 
that Jeyan ap Robert and bis people had occasion to goe to Car-^ 
narvon to the assises^ thought k fit titoe by force to enter on hW 
honse; and to apprehend all those, and to bring them to Carnar* 
Ton to be hanged ; for there was none of them but was outlawed 
of murther. To this end, to strengthen hiniselfe in this purpose, 
he sent for his trustiest friends about him^ and among the rest 
procured David ap Jenkin, his casen german, then a famous out- 
law in the rocke of Carreg y Walchf, with his crew and followera 
to assist him^ and suddenly came in a morning to the hall of Jevan 
ap Robert's house, where they were in out-houses about, and 
stowed in upper chambers in the lower end of the ball, and none 
to be scene. These people of Jevan ap Robert's that were in the 
hall raysed a crie^ and betooke themselves to their weapons; 
whereupon the outlawes awaked, and betooke themselves to their 
weapons, and bestirred themselves handsomely. It happened the 
same time that Jevan ap Robert's wife stood at the fire side, looke* 
ing on her mayd boyling of worte to make metheglyn^ which seeth« 
ing worte was bestowed liberally among the assailants, and did 
heipe the defendants to thrust back them that were entered, and 
afterwards to defend the house. The house was assalted with all 

* The signification of the word llawmdd liath before been explained by the anthor, and to inw 
port a rad or 6JMy htmd, or the murderer who had given the blow. 

• t Thtre is a rock on the road from Shrewsbary to Oswestry, which b to this day caUed ITyiiat- 

imt$ Ok€, from Ita having been a receptacle to a robber of that name. It is said to have been 

the fortress of '* Cyaast WyUt,'* or '* Hnmprey Cynaston the wildy" ancestor to Syr Edward Kynas- 
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force, and pierced in diverse places, and was well defended by 
those that were within ; for having made diverse breaches, they 
durst not enter, a few resolute men being able to make a breach 
good against many, Upon this the crie of the countrie did rise, 
and Jevan ap Robertas tenants and friends assembled in great 
numbers, (whereof Robin ap Inko was captaine), who fought with 
the besiegers, and in the end with their arrows did drive the be- 
siegers from the one side of the house, who continually assaulted 
the other side. After they had continued all that day and all that 
nightin that manner^ the ni'xt morning, seeingthey could prevaile 
little to enter the house, they came to a parley with Robin ap Inko,. 
who advised them to be gone in time : '^ For/' said he, '' as sooa 
as the water of 'J'raelh mawr will give leave,. Jevan Krach, my 
master's kinsman, will be here with Ardydwy men, and the» 
you shall be all slaine." (This Jevan Krach was a man of grcate 
account in those dayes, in Ardydwy*, and dwelt at Keili lydan^ 
in the parish of-Maentwrog). Whereupon they gave over theic 
enterprise, and returned to Bron y foel, to Howell ap Rys ap> 
Howell Vaughan's house, where David ap Jenkiu advised his cosea 
HoM^eli ap Rys to take Jevan ap Robert for his brother-in-law,, 
neighbour, and friend : " For," said he, ** I will not be one with 
'^ you to assault his house when he is at home, seeing I find 8uch 
" hot resistance in bis absence/' 

Dayly bickerings, too long to be written, passed betwecne soe 
neare and hateful neighbours. In the end the plague, whicll 

* Ardydwy is a district in the north-western part of Merionethshire. Maentwtog is also a par. 
is of the same county, not far distant from Ardydwy ; it a^jpins (o Lhnnifotheii, tha pataon. m^ 
which the author hath before haiHccasion to mention " ^ 
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commonly foUoweth warra and desolation, after the Earle of Pem- 
broke's expedition, tooke away Jevan ap Robert^ at his house in 
Keselgyfarch, in the flowers of his age, being thirty-one years of 
age.; whose death ended the strife of those houses ; for his three 
eldest sonnes were sister's sonnes to Howell ap Rys ap Howell 
Yaughan. ^ 

Enmitie did continue betweene Howell ap Rys ap Howell 
Vaughan, and the sonnes of John ap Meredith. After the death 
of Jevan ap Robert, Gruffith ap John ap Gronw, (cozen german 
to John ap Meredith's sonnes, of Gwynfryn), who had long served 
in France, and had charge there, comeing home to live in the 
couutrey, it happened that a servant of his comeing to fish in Stym- 
llyn*, his fish was taken away, and the fellow beaten by Howell 
ap Rys his servants, and by. his commandment. Gruffith ap John 
ap Gronw tooke the matter in such dudgeon, that he challenged 
Howell ap Rys to the field ; which he refusing, and assembling 
his cosens John ap Meredith's sonnes and his friends together^ 
assaulted Howell in his owne house, after the manner he had scene 
in the French warres^ and consumed with fire his barnes and his 
out-houses. Whilst he was afterwards assaulting the hall, which 
Howell ap Rys and many other people kept^ being a very strong 
bouse, he was shot out of a crevise of the house, through the sight 
of his beaver, into the head, and slayne out-right, being otherwise 
armed at all points. Notwithstanding his de^h, the assault of 
the bouse was continued with great vehemence^ the doores fired 

* Stymllyii is on the Carnarvonshire coast, not iar from Crekietb. There is a pretty targe pool 
«f wster near the sea, where there are some good trouts, and in which this fishing probably bap. 
peoed. 
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with great biirtiiein 6f straw ; besides tlife, thel AMtMike €tt&tti bnt^ 
houses and barnes not ferre distatit, annoyed greaitly the defenAmis-^ 
soe that most of them lay under boordes and beHcbes up0it the 
floofe in the hall* the better to avoyd the smoake. During thiii 
scene of confusion, onely the old man Howell dp Rys nevtt stoop* 
ed^ but stood valiantly ii^the middest of the floore^ armed witfi a 
"" gleve* in his hand, and caHed unto them^ and bid them ** arise like 
^* men, for shame^ for he had knowne there as greate a smoake in 
*^ that hall upon a Christmas even." In the end, seeing^ the house" 
Gould noe longer defend them, being overtayed with a multitude^ 
upon parley betweenc them, Howell ap Rys was content to yeald^ 
himselfe prisoner to Morris ap John ap Meredith, John ap Mere^* 
dith's eldest sonne, soe as he would sweare unto him to bring hint 
safe to Carnarvon castle, to abide the triall of the law for the death 
of Gruff' ap John ap Gronw, who was cosen german removed, to 
(he said Howell ap Rys, and of the very same house he was of. 
Which Morris ap John ap Meredith undertakeing, did put a guard 
about the said Howell of his trustiest fViends and servants, who 
kept and defended him from the rage of the kindred, and especially 
oft Owen ap John ap Meredith his brother, who was very eager 
against him. They passed by leisure thence^ like a camp X^ to 
Carnarvon ; the whole company being assembled, Howel's friends 
posted a horse-backe from one place or other by the way, who 
brought word thaj^he was come thither safe, for they werein great 
fear lest he should be murthered, and that Morris ap John ap 

* Glete signlfiet a sword, from the FreDch Qkekf* 

♦ "From." Butbyn MS.— P. £. 

% i.^ Like an arm^, which make^ regular encampments during their march. 
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Meredith could not be able to defend Iiim, neither durst any of 
Howeli'a friends be there for feare of the kindred. In the end, 
being delivered by Morria ap John np Meredith to the constable 
of Carnarvon-castle, and there kept safely in ward untilUhe as- 
sises : it fell out by law, that the burning of Howell's houses aud 
assaulting him in bis owne bouse, was a. more haynous offence in 
-# Morris ap John ap Meredith and the rest, than the death of Gruff' 
ap John ap Gronw in IIowcIl ap Rys, who did it in Iiis owne de- 
fence ; whereupon, Morris ap John ap Meredith, with thirty-five 
more, were indiclcrl of fclonie, as appearctb by the copic of the 
indictment, which t lind from the records. 

JJowell, delivered out of prison, never durst come to his owne 
house in Kvionelh, but came to Penmachno*, to his mother's kin' 
dred, Rys Getbin"s*f sonnes, and there died. It is a note worthy 
observation that the house by little aud little decayed ever since, 
neither liath any of his posterity beene buried in his owne sepul- 
chre, being four descents besides bimselfe, 

Rys ap Howell ap Rys his Sonne, cosen german to my greale 
grandfather Meredith ap Jevan ap Robert, maried to his first wife, 
an inberetrix of the Trevors, by wbome he had greate possessions 
in Hopesland :]". -He afterwards, by the procurement of my great- 
grandfather, maried Margaret, daughter of Hugh Conwey the elder, 
Reinalt ap Meiricke's widdow, hia next neighbour in Gwedir, and 
was overseer of his workeswhen be built Gwedir-house, as William 



■ amall village in Carnirvoiwliire, on the road between Llnnrwat and Futiniog. 
t Kb;* Getbio, I great warrior sided wiUi Offain GI)ndwr.~P. E. 
t Hopuland it a part of f liotahlre, situated in the huailred of Bhew. 
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David ap Edis E;tyn> hi. coseu, wIk> liv«d wit& him id 

dayesy told me. He was buried on the right side in the chancel in^ 
Llanrwst ; and was taken up at the burying of Cadwalader ap Ro- 
bert Wynne of Havod y maidd f, as my unde Owen Wynne gues- 
sed by the greatness of the same. 

Thomas ap Rys ap Howell sold all his mother's lands: and livemgt 
in Hopeslandy and a great part of his owne^ and was buried in 
Hopesdale. 

Cadwalader ap Thomas^ his son and heire, lyin^ sit Chester, 
died there. 

Ellis ap Cadwalader, (who had maried my cosen german^ my 
uncle Owen WynneV daughter), my kind cosen and friend, a man 
endued with many good parts^ being sieke of an impostume, went to 
one Dr. Davies j; neare Brecknock^ and there died. This man*s name 
I am bound to make an honourable mention of, for diverse kind-^ 
nesses he shewed unto me, and espeeiaUy for the wise advice and 
counsell he was wont to. give me. Among many, one especially is 
by me and my posterity to be remembred, which I doe tbinke 
worthy to be recorded in writeing. Unkindness and variance be- 
falling betweene myselfe and my uncle Owen Wynne, being neigh- 
bours, for wayes crosse my ground for the carrying of his hay from 
the King's meadow in Trefriw to his hoiise at Caermelwr^ 1 grew 
to a great heat, and said that he should not passe that way with- 

• Dd. ab Elis Eytyn of Watstai, now called Wynstay.— P: E. 

t Havod y maidd is a fann in Denbtglubire, not far from Caerydiytdioa, it signifies the u:key 
farm. ^ - 

X Evan Evans told me, that the Dr. Davics here mentioned was no other tlian the famous Sioa 
Dafydd Rhys. J. LI. See p. x.— P. E. 
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out the losse of mens lives. Whereupon^ be being present^ and 
wishing well unto us botb^ reproved me sbarpely, wishing me to 
follow the course of my ancestors, who with wisdome, unanimity, 
and temperance^ from time to time, had raised their fortunes ; as- 
sureiog me his ancestors might be an example unto me of the con- 
trary, who with headiaess and rashness did diminish and impaire 
theire estates from time to time. Which counsel of his tooke deepe 
roote in me ever after, and, to my great good, I bridled my choller, 
whereunto I was much subject. 

Owen Ellis, the sonne of Ellis Cadwalader, died by a fall from 
his horse goeing home from Crikeith in the night, haveing beene 
there all the day drinking. /i»^/^-2, 

ElHs Ellis, his sonne, fell mad, and continued soe a long time, 
and at length in that case^ died ^^^ //O/: 

Owen Ellis, his sonne, being a young man, newly maried, going 
home in the night, betweene Nanhoren and Vaerdre, in LI An f, 
where his wife livedo haveing by her one daughter, and leaveing 
her great with child, (which after proved to be a sonne), by a falF 
from his horse, upon the way, died. 

These three were buried in their owne sepulchres in the Church 
of St. Katberine's in Crikeith, after this booke was by the author 
written. 

It may be a question here, and a doubt to the reader, wherefore 
the land of Robin Vaughan ap David ap Howell should descend 
to Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, his cosen and next beire, he have- 

* This ia t siognltr method of 'expressing hrmself, which the author frequently uacs, 
i LMm is the S» Weitem peninsala of CtrnarvoDshire. 
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ing a daughter and heire of his owwe body lawfuily b^^en ? To 
answere this question, you are to understand that Henry Lacie» 
Earle of Lincolne, upon the conquest of Wales, hareing recetTed 
of Edward the First his gift the countries of Ros and Rovoniof, 
now Denbigh land, and planted the same with diverse Englishmen, 
who held their lands^ as wdl as their posteritie, by the English 
tenure ; the rest of the Welshmen, loaded with many bad customes, 
held their lands in the Welsh tenure. One condidon thereof was^ 
that the inheritance should not descend to daughters, but should 
goe to the heire male of the house, if there were any such within 
theit* degrees to the dead man^ and if not, that it should escbeate 
to the Lord of the soyle ; yet in respect of the possibiiitie of issue 
male, which the owner of the land might have while he was alive, 
the custome of the countrie did permit him to mortgage the land to 
serve his need, without the Lord's leave. You see hereby that 
Robin Vaughan did what he could, according to the custome of 
the countrie, towards the preferment of his daughter, and the rea«» 
son w:hy Jevan ap Meredith, his next kinsman and heire, had the 
lands. Which proveth alsoe that Robert ap Meredith was eldest 
brother to Jevan ap Meredith, John ap Meredith *s grand father, 
which his posteritie greatly gainsaid f ; for if Jevan ap Meredith 
had been elder brother, then John ap Meredith should have in« 
herited this land, and not Jevan ap Robert his father's cosen. 

Meredith, sonne to Jevan ap Robert his eldest sonne, in the 
time of his. father, was taken to nurse by an honest freeholder in 

• Three, perhaps. '' Three.** Bak MS.-^P. £. 

t This is a repetition of what hath been mentioned be£>re. 
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the hundred of Yscorum Isgurvai*, who was o waer of the Creig* 
iaw in Llaovaire^ and the best OMin in the parish, and haveing noe 
children of his owne^ gave his inheritance to his foster-child. Crerge 
standeth 90tne sixteen miles from Keselgyfarch, whereby it may 
appeare how desirous men were in those dayes to have a patron 
that could defend them from wrong, though they sought him 
never soe far off. Cre^ef standeth betweene Carnarvon and 
Bangor, two miles off from Carnarvon. In those days Carnarvon 
flourished as well by trade of merchandise as alsoe for that the 
King's exchequer, chauncery, and common law courts for all North 
Wales were there continually residing, whilst the way to London 
and the marches was little frequented. By this, civility and learn* 
ing flourished in that towne, soe as they were called, the lawyer's 
qf Carnarvon, the merchands of Beawmares^ and the gentlemen of 
Conway. I heard diverse of judgement, and learned in the lawes, 
to report that the records of the King's Courtes, kept in Carnar- 
von in those dayes, were as orderly and formally kept as those in 
Westminster. Thither did his foster-father send my greate grand- 
father to school, where he learned the English tongue, to read, to 
write, and to understand Latine, a matter of great moment in those 
dayes. For his other brethren loseing their father young, and 
nursed in Evioneth, neare their father's house, wanted all this ; 
soe as to the honest man, his foster and second father, (for he gave 
him with breeding alsoe his inheritance), may be attributed his 

* In Carnarvonshire. 
t Crdgi itt LUnliur pattsh.-^P. E. 
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good fortune, (God*s providence always excepted), whieb some- 
tymes worketh by secondary meanes, whereof this man was the in- 
strument. Haveing lived there till the age of twenty yeares, or 
thereabouts^ his foster-father being dead^ he fell in liking with a 
young woman in that towne, who was daughter-in-law to one 
Spicer, the reputed daughter of William Gruffith ap Robin^ sh^eriflTe 
of the county of Carnarvon. This Spicer was a landed man of 
<£.50. per annum, which descended to him from his ancestors, yet 
had an office in the exchequer^, and dealt with trade of merchan- 
dise alsoe^ that he became a great and wealthy man, His sonne^ 
*]f^phn Spicer^ was a justice of the peace in the first commissions- 
after the new ordinance of Wales, and was brother by the mother 
to Alice vch William, the wife of Meredith ap Jevan ap Robert 
Their mother is said to be of the fiangors, whome I have knowne* 
often to have clay med kindred of me by that woman. AtCreig he 
began the worlde with his wife, and begate there by her two daugh- 
ters, Jonett, the first, maried to Edmund Gruffith, and afterwards 
to Sir John Puleston ; and another called Catherine, maried ta 
Rowland Gruffith of Plasnewydd t* After this, finding he was 
likely to have more children, and that the. place would prove nar- 
row and straight for him, he was minded to have returned to hrs 
inheritance in Evioneth, where there was nothing but killing and 
fighting, whereupon he did purchase a lease of the castle and 

* The author means the Exchequer for the Priretpality, then kept at Camanron. 

t Plas newydd signifies the new Mansion or Gentleman*$ house; the name is therefore very com- 
mon in Wales, and it is difficult to determine what Plas newydd the author alludes to. It should 
seem that our modem expression of a Gentleman's Place is talien from this Welsh term* 

See Mona Antiqua, where thift Rowland Gruffydd is included in the list of memhers of Par> 
liament, W. D.— P. £. 
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frithes * of Dolwyddelan, of the executors of Sir Ralph Berkinnet. 
I find in the records of the Exchequer of Carnarvon, the transcript 
of an act of resumption enrowled, made in the third yeare of king 
Henry the Seventh, by which act all king Richard's gifts are re- 
sumed, excepting one lease of the frith of Dolwyddelan, granted 
to Sir Ralph Berkinnet of the countie of Chester, knight, Cham* 
berlaine of North Wales. Haveing purchased this lease, ^e re* 
moved his dwelling to the castle of Dolwyddelan, which at that 
time was in part thereof habitable, where one Howel ap Jevan ap 
Rys Gethin, in the begining of Edward the Fourth his raigue, cap- 
taine of the countrey and an outlaw, had dwelt. Against this man 
David ap Jenkiu rose, and contended with him for the sovraignety 
of the countrey; and being superiour to him, in the end he drew 
a draught for him, and took him in his bed at Penanmen with his 
concubine, performing by craft, what he could hot by force, and 
brought him to Conway castle, 'J^hus, after many bickerings be- 
tweene Howell and David ap Jenkin, he being too weake, was 
feigne to flie the countrey, and to goe to Ireland, where he was a 
yeare or thereabouts. In the end he returned in the summertime, 
haveing himselfe, and all his followers clad in greene t> who, being 
come into the countrey, he dispersed here and there among his 

* Frith is a yery common term in Wales, and signifies generally a small field taken out of a 
common. There is a market town in Derbyshire called Ckapd m the Frithy which is situated in a 
valley amongst such inclosores. The term of frith is originally Saxon, hence deor/rid signifies a 
forest with iU bounds. Chron. Sax. A. D. lOStt. 

f The tradition is well known, that Robin Hood, and the ontlawes his followers, were clad in 
the same livery. As they generally lived in forests, perhaps it might be conceived that they were 
less distinguishable when dressed ia this colour. 

Holingshed, in his description of Ireland, p. 12, gives an account of Robin Hood and litUe John ; 
he says they lived about the year 1 189.— P. E. 
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friends, lurking by day^ and.walkeiog in the'DigUt, for fbare of hm 

adversaries ; and such of the couRtrey as happened to have a sight 

of him and bis followers, said they "were (he fairies*, and soe raa 

away. AH the whole couatrey then was but a forest^ rough and 

spacious, as it is stUI, but then waste of inhabitaats^ and all over- 

growne with woods ; for Owen Glyndwr's warres beginning iik 

1400, continued fifteen yeares^ which brought 8uch a desolation 

that greene grasse grew on the market place in Llanrwst^ called 

Bryn y botten, and the deere fled f it^to the church-yard, as it is 

reported. TUs desolation arose from Owen Gtyndwr's polieie,^ t^ 

bring all things to waste, that the English should find no strength^ 

nor resting place. The countrey being brought to such a^ desolar 
tion, could not be replanted in haste ; and the warres of York and 

Lancaster happening some fifteen yeares after^ this countrey being 
the chiefest fastness of North Wales, was kept by David ap Jen- 
kin^ a captaine of the Lancastrian faction, fifteen yeares in Eldward 
the Fourth his time^ who sent diverse captaines to besiege him» 
who wasted the countrey while he kept his rocke at Carreg y 
Walch ; ftnd^ lastly, by the Earle Herbert, who brought it to utter 
desolation. Now you are to understand^ that in those dayes, the. 
countrey of Nantconway was not onely wooded, but alsoe all Car- 
narvon, Merioneth, and Denbigh shires seemed to be but one for- 
rest haveing few inhabitants, though of all others Nantconway had 
the fewest, being the worst then, and the seat of the warres, to 
whome the countrey about paid contribution. From the towne of 

* See p. 202 of Peter RoberU's '* Popular Antiquities."— P. E. • 
t Ted in the cburcb-yard of LUuirwsL" Bala MS.^P. E. 



Conway to Bala, and from Nantconvray to Denbigh *, (wlien 
warrea did iinppen to cease in Hiraethog, tlie couutrey adjoinin^^ 
Nantconway), there was continually fostered a wasp's nest, which 
troubled the whole countrey, I mean a lordship belonging to St: 
Jolina of Jerusalem, called Spytty Jevan, a large thing, which had 
privilege of sanctuary. This peculiar juriediction, not governed 
by the King's lawes, became a receptacle of thieves and murlhercra, 
who safely being warranted there by law, made the place thoroughly 
peopled. Noe spot within twenty miles was safe from their incur- 
sions and roberies, and what they got within their limits was their 
owne. They had to their backstay friends and receptors in all the 
county of Merioneth and Powislandj". These helping the former 
desolations of Nantconway, and preying upon that countrey, as 
their next neighbours, kept most part of that countrey all waste 
and without inhabilanls. In this estate stood the hundred of 
Nantconway, when Meredith removed his dwelling thither, being 
(as I guesse) about the four and twentieth yeare of his age, and in 
the beginning of king Henry the Seventh his time. Being ques- 
tioned by his friends, why he meant to leave his ancient honse and 
habitation, and to dwell in Nantconway ;]:, swarming with thieves 
and bondmen, whereof there arc tuany in the kinge's lordship and 



■ All this trad of countr; is moiinlainoai, t]i< 
farmeiiy eoTcred with wood according to this >i 



ot very rocky ; it may therefore hare been 
, thoDfb tberc ia at preMOl little or eoat t* 



t PowUland TonnerTy included ■ large diitrlct of countrey, chiefly Montgomeryjihire. The 
Jteguli of this part of North Wa]e« are iwd to have been buried at Mjford in that couiuy, nhich 
in sitaated on the river Varnwy. 

t Nantconway ti^ilies the ibIIpj titnatcd on the Conway. 
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townes in that hundred ; he answered, ^* that he should fihdelbowe 
^' roonie in that vast countrey among the bondmen, and that he 
^ had rather fight with outlawes and thieves, than with his owne 
^^ blood and kindred ; for if I Kve in mine own house in Evioneth^, 
^ I iDu^t either kill mine owne kinsmen or be killed by them.^ 
Wherein he said- very truly, as the people were such in those dayes* 
there ; for John Owen ap John ap Meredith, in his fetther's time, kiN 
led Howell ap Madoc Yaughan of Berkin, for noe other quarrelh. 
but for the mastery of the coufttrey, an* for the first good-morrow ; 
in which tragedie Mereditii had likely beene an actor, if he lived* 
there, for the reasons aforesaid. ' He and his cosen the heir of Broir 
y foel> were both out of the countrey, Morys^ap* John ap Mereditlv 
and Owen ap John ap Meredith were alsoe growue old men, soe* 
as there was none in the countrey that durst strive with John Owen^ 
ap John ap Mereditlj, but Howell ap Madoc Vaughan of Berkinf;, 
which cost him his life; 

. Howell ap Madog Vaughan his grand' mother, was J^evan* ap^ 
Robert ap Meredith his sister, soe he wa& cosen german'ssonne to< 
Meredith. John Owen that killed Imn was cosen german to my 
grandmother, being the daughter of Morris *ap John ap Meredithi- 
In respect of the feude of my grandfather, he eould not abide-any^ 
descended of Owen ap John ap Meredith, neither could she abide? 
any of his kindred of Beckia. £ write it but to shew, the manifoldi 
divisions in those dayes among soe private friends. 

* ETloneth U a hundred io the S. Western part.of'CarnarTonshlre.: it U supposed to have obV 
t&ined this name from its being watered by a great number of small rivers. The same et^niologjf 
b given by Leland to the province of Aqnitaine in France. 

t Berkin (or Aberkin) is situated in the parish of LlanUtindwy, . 
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IloweU ap Madog Vaughan haveing most vaFiantry fouglit out 
with bis people, received his deadly wound in the head. Being 
downe^ hi» mother being present^ clapped her hand on his headl, 
meaning to ward the strocke, and had halfe her hand and three of 
her fingers cut off at the blowe. 

Darid Llwyd ab Grnffith Vychau, my nncH toW me, that his 
father, dwelling at Cumstrallyn in Evioneth^ hearing of the affray, 
but not of his cosen's death, (for Howell ap Modog Vychan out- 
lived the fray certaine dayes), sent him, being a child, to see how 
his coseu did ; and he coming to Berkin found him layed in his 
bed^ and his wounded men in great number lying in a cocherie\ 
above the degree near the high table, all in breadth of his hall, all 
gored and wallowing in theire owne blood. He likewise saw the 
gentleman's milch kine brought to the hall doore, and their milk 
carried hot from the kine, to the wounded men, by them to be 
druncke for the restoring of their blood. 

Howell Vaughan, upon his death-bed, did say, ** that this quar- 
*^ rell should never be ended while his mother lived ; and looked! 
^ upon her hand.^ Which was true indeed ; for she persecutecf 
eagerly all her tinie^ and John Owen was kept in prison seven* 
years in Carnavvon castle, for soe long she survived her sorine; 
and his life was saved with much ado. After her death the feude 
was compounded for % 

* ThU term seems to be derived from an old French word c&ueherii ; it may therefore signi^ a 
Ibng boarded bed, placed with a proper inclination from the side of the room, which was the com- 
mon dormitory of the servants. A shelf of boards thos disposed might answer the purpose of wliat 
in Englknd was formerly calTed'a poUc^, and sTantfng shelves of this sort are sometimes used in bar^ 
tacks for the soldiers to sleep upon. As for what is mentioned of its h%\n%ah<ft€.ik€dtf[runmrtk€ 
Migk iabUf it is well known that the principal table in an ancient hall is always raised a step or two>, 
as- it continues to be k most colleges. 

t SodL compositions were common in Wales before the statutes of Hcniy the Eighth* 
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Jaba Owev ^n4 bi« fQlIow^i^ were exceecKngrly sore hurt m that 
bickering ; s|0^ (h;^^ retiAmHig to bii father's bouse from the fray, 
and bU ag^ fi^i^bf r ^Utii^ of wstlkiogf before thedooreof ki^ hoase, 
aiid Sieeifig bi4 mm|i and bift CQQipany a}l hacked, wounded^ and be* 
smeared with their owue blood, he said unto them, Ihrwg yw*p 
dr^ifL yma. ^. uffuj^ethoeh ckwi etch gweth * 1 which is as mn«b as 
to say, *^ You are ii^ a,B tll-&voured pickle. Have you done ao- 
" thing worthy yourselves ? " *' i t>" said the sonne, " I fear ine 
'^ we have done too much." '' If that be soe/' said Owen ap John 
ap Meredith^ '' I waa this rooming the best man in my eountrey,'' 
meaning Evipnetb, '^ but now 1 know not who is/' 

You are to understand, that iu Evioneth of old there were two* 

sects or kindred, the one lineally descended of Owen Gv^nedd, 

Prince of Wales, consisting: then and now of foar bouses, ^\%. 

Keselgyfarch, y Llys ynghefn y fann, now called YstkWkegid, 

Clenenny, and Brynkir, Glasfrin or Cwmstralljn ; the other sect 

descended of CoUwyu, whereof are five houses or more; viz. Whelog, 

Bron y foel, Berkin, Gwnfryn, Talheubont, and the house of Hugh 

Gwyn ap John Wynne ap Williams^called Pennardd, all descended 

of their common ancestor, Jevan ap Einion ap Gruffitb. Hi» 

brother was Howell ap Einion apGruffith, that worthy gentleman 

called Sir Howell y fwyall:}:, who behaved himselfe so worthyly 

at the field of Poitiers §, (where John the French King was taken 

• Gwailh, " work."— P. E, 

t / is probably used here for ay, as it is throughout the folio editions of Shalispeare. P* 

% i. e. The axe. 

( This circumstance hath beed before mentioned by the author. See p. S8» 
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by the Blacke Prince), that he received of the Prince in guift the 
constableship of Criketh castle, and other great things in North 
Wales, alsoe the rent of Dee milled in Chester ; and, what was 
more, a messe of meat to be served before his battle-axe or partisan 
forever, in perpetual memory of his good service*. This messe of 
meate was afterwards carried downe to* be given to the pooref, 
and had eight yeomen attendants found at the King's chai^e^ which 
were afterwards called yeomen of the Crowne ; who had 8d. a day, 
and lasted till the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's time. Sergeant 
Roberts of Havod y bwch^ neare Wrexam^ vras, at his beginning, 
yeomstn of the crowne. He maried Sir William Gerard's halfe- 
sister by the mother, as did Robert Turbridge of Caervallen, neare 
Rutbyn, Esq. another : to whom he told, '' that being yeoman of 
^* the crowne, he had heard it by tradition in the King's house, that 
^^ the beginning of their order was upon the occasion as is afore 
*' remembred." This did Robert Turbridge relate unto me, upon 
the creditte of the other man. The countrey people, grounding 
upon the songes, which say, ^* that be bridled the French King/' 
will have it, that he took the French King prisoner : a matter un- 
likely, as the one served on foot, and the King on horseback ij:. 
But the foot captaine is a brasen wall of the army, and may be 
said truely to winne the field. 

* Our author here repeats what hath before been stated, of which there are some other ia* 
stances when the matter was particiUary interestiog. 

t '' For his sonfs health." Bak MS.— P. E. 

X Notwithstanding the author's doubts with regard to this tradition, it seems scarcely to admit 
of a cavil, as such an extraordinary and expensive establishment conld not have been granted by 
the crown, bnt for most meritorious services. As for the impos^ility relied upon, that a soldier 

Z 
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After Meredith* liad lived cerlaine yeares at Dolwyddelan castle,, 
he buiided the house ia Penanmen^ being the principal best ground 

on foot could not take the French King on honeback, this circnmstance is most faXLj accounted 
for by a MS. given to the Lord Treasurer Oxford by Mr Hugh Thomas, and now deposited in the 
British Moseorn* 



** Sir Howell y Fy wall, ab Einion, ap Gmffithy. ap Howell, ap Meredith, ap Einibn, ap 

" Gwgan, ap Meredith Goch, ap Cothwyn, (CoUwyn), ap Tangvo, called Sir Howell y Firyotf, or 
** Skr Howtll Pole Axe^ from, his constant fighting with that warlike instrument — It is said he^ls^ 
" mounted the French King, mttv^ ^ hia horWs head at one blow with his battle axe, and took 
^ the French King prisoner ; as a trophy of which victory it is said that he bore the arms of France^ 
** with a battle axe in bend sinister, argent." Karl. MS. No. 2298. p. S48.— the refesence in the 
printed catalogue to p. 21. of this number being inaccurate. 

The conqueror ancientfy had a right to quarter the arms of his prisoner. This appears by a 
treatise on heraldry^ printed by Wynken de Worde, without date, in which there is tlie fbllowing 
passage : ** We have armys by our meryts, as very playuly it appeartli by the addycyon of the 
*' acms of Frannce to those of Englonde after thetakiug of K. John of Fraunce in the battayle of 
<< Poyctiers, the which certayn addition was lawful! and ryght, and wysclye done. And on the. 
**■' ^ ne manner of wyce a poor archer might have taken a prynce or noble lord, and so the arms 
'* of that prisoner he may put to him and his heyrs." Book of St Albans, by dame Julian Bemes. 

The author seems also to have forgotten some Welsh verses which are inserted in the margin o£ 
the MS. commemorating the grant of the mess of meat to be served at Sir Howell's table, whilst 
the battjie axe followed. 

Seigr fy fciger W3ran, doeth honn garr bron y brenin, 
Gwedyr maes gwaed ar y mill ; i dysaig ai dewiswr, 
Ai diod ocdd waed a dwr. 

Kowydd* 1 Jevan ap Meredith O Ceselgyfarch. 
Howell ap Reignalt ai cant. (Flourished. from 1460 to 1400.— P. E.)} 

^ Place on the table my fewer, (bearing the axe which came from the presence of the king, with. 
'' blood on its edge), the two dishes which I have chosen. The drink must be blood and water. 
** The poem in praise of Jevan ap Meredith of Ceselgyfarch,. by HowelL ap Reinalt the Bard.'*' 

* I find that the aforesaid Meredydd Wynn ab lefan ab.Rhobert went twice to Rome ;.and that 
at his death, by his wiH, dated the fourth of March, 1525, he left his Estate to certain trustees, to 
be divided amongst his four sons, viz, John Wynn, Rhys Wynn, Homffrey Wynn, and Cadwalader 
Wynn. To John Wynn he gave Gwydyr, and his lands in Nautconwy, Dolwyddelan, and LTan- 
frothen, (Rhys Wynn dyed, before the partition.) To Humphrey he left Cessailgyfarch^ Sk. 

• Towydd, or distich, (Cowydd, a short poem), was Insterted in the nurgin by a different hand' 
from that of the copier : it is said to be very incorrect, and consequently not perfectly mtelligible. 
The above translation is supposed to be nearly the sense of it. 

A fragment cannot be easily made out without the whol6 poem. The Bard lived about 100* 
years after the battle of Poitiers, which was fought September 10, 135a W. D.— P. £• 
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in Dolwyddelan ; and also within certaine yeares after, he removed 
the church of Dolwyddelan from a place called Brin y bedd, to the 

and to Cadwalader Wynn he gave Wenallt, who was several times Member of Parliament. Me- 
ledydd ab lefan ab Rhobert, after he had doiie great service to his King, abroad in his wars, in 
France, where he was a considerable commander, at the siege of Toamey, and at home ih extir« 
pating of outlaws and banditti, which infested Wales, and were called Herunfr and Gwylliakt, and 
thereby had contributed very much to the civilizing and quieting this country, — purchased the 
seat of Gwydyr from Dafydd ab Howell Coytmor,(a descendant from larddhr of Llecbwedd) 
and began to build the lower house : he finished that part which is called Neoadd Fredydd, (or 
the Hall of Meredydd), and the adjacent lodgeing ; and then, leaving his paternal seat of Cessail- 
gyfkrch, and also his other house of Panammen, he removed and settled at Grwydyr, where, in 
peace and honour, he departed this life,, on the eighteenth day of March, 1525, aged about sixty, 
five, and was interred at the church which he himself had built at Dolwyddelan, leaving behind 
bu» a very numerous issue, that is to say. By his first wife^ Alls vch William Gryfiydd ab Robin o 
GochwUlian, he had Sion Wynn 2 ab Mered. of Gwydyr, who married Elin the daughter of Mawris 
Sion ab Meredydd o Rhiwaedogr Rhyt Wynn 3 ab Mered.' was never married. He had also by 
Alls two other sons, William 1 ab Mered. and Rhydderch 4 ab Mered. but both died before theic 
father, sans issue. His daughters by her were these : — 

StoDet 1 vch Mered=::Edmnnd Gryffydd of Caerarfon : 2dly, Syr John Pulston, Knight. 
Marget 2 vch Meied. three tlmes,z=:Rhys ab Dafydd ab Gwyllym o Llwydiarth^ 

=:Evan ab Sion ab Meredydd o Bryncir, 
— Rhobet Vaughn o Bronhaulog. O. S. P. 
Catrin Uwyd 3 vch Mered-— Rowland Gryffydd o Plaxnewydd yn Mbn. 
Catrin Gwynion 4 vch Mered.=:r=I^viris ab lef. ab Dd. o Pengwem yn Festiniog. 

Lowri 6 vch Mered. Rhydderch ab Dd. ab Mered. o BaU, ancestor o Lewis Gwynn of Bala^ 

and alsoe of Brigadier James Wynn* 
Marsli 6 vch Mered.=Tomos Gruff. Sienciu o Coed y Rhygyn yn Trawsfynydd, and also of 

Clynnog fawr yn Arfon. 

By his second wife Gwenhwyfar vch Gniff. ab Howell y farf o Treforwerth yn Mon, and relict 
of Robert Gtyflydd of Plasnewydd, Meredydd had issue as followeth : — 

Elin 7 vch Mered. died unmarried. 
Elsbeth 8 vch Mered =:Sion ab Rhob* ab Lin. ap Morgan o'r Penllech. 

By his third wife Marget vch Moms Sfon ab Meredydd o Rhiwaedog, Meredydd had issue, — 
Hnmffrey ab Mered. on whom he settled Cessailgyfarch, and most of his lands in Evionydd, and' 
who married ^trin, da. and heir of lefan Gryffydd ab Meredydd ab Gwyllm Powis o Cwmbovrys 
yn Ffestiniog.'^i^adwalader ab Mered. to whom he gave Wenallt in Wanhwvnen. and the rest of 
lis lands in Evionydd : he — rSionet vch Tomos ab Morns ab Gryffydd ab lefan oY Plasdii. 

The daughters of Meredydd by his third wife were these :-- 
Elin 9 vch Mered.— Edd. Stanlai, constable of Harddlech castell. 
Sian 10 vch Mer.r==Cadwalader Prys o Rhiwlas. 
Agnes 1 1 vch Mer.^=rRhobert ab Rhys Wynn SalsburL 

Alls 12 — Tomas alv Rhys Banned o Bodlewyddan. 
Cwen 14 vch Mer.=Owen ab Reynallt o Glynn Lllgwy. 
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place where now it is, being parte of the possessions of the priory 
of Bethkelert. He also there new-built the same as it is now, one 
Crosse chapeli excepted, which my uncle Robert Wynne built. It 
should seeme, by the glasse window there, that it was built in anno 
1512 ; but whether it was in that yeare glazed, (which might be 
done long after the building of the church), I am uncertaine. The 

« 

church, which is very strongly built, the castle, and his house of 
Penanmen stand three square, like a trivett, either a mile distant 
from each other. Questioning with my uncle, what should move 
him to demolish the old church, which stood in a thickett, and 
build it in a plaine, stronger and greater than it was before : his an- 
swer was, he had reason for the same, because the countrey was 
wild, and he might be oppressed by his enemies on the suddaine, 
in that woodie countrey ; it therefore stood him in a policie to have 
diverse places of retreat. Certaine it was, that he durst not goe to 
church on a Sunday from his house in Penanmen, but he must leave 
the same guarded with men, and have the doores sure barred and 

Marget 15 vch — Sion Gryff. o CrichJey 8 ab Syr Will. Gryff. o^r Penrhya. 
Earlliw 16 vch Mrr - — S ion HookA o Conwy. 

Besides these 20 children by his wives, Meredydd had the following by diverse womeQ :^by 
Sionet vch Siencin Gryffydd Vychan he had Syr Robert, a Priest ; 2d, Sion Coytmor, from whom 
descend Syr Edmand Williams, Bart Syr John Williams of the Isle of Tlianet, and Syr Morris 
Williams, Knight ; and third, Catrin vch Mer. — -Sion Dd. o Tregaran, father of Tomos Jones, 
commonly called Twm Sion Cathe, (a great antiquary). And by C'atrin vch Sion ab Heilyn o 
Benmachno, Meredydd had Evan and Huw, (who had issue Rhobert ab Huw, and Reinallt ab Hnw 

ttf Flintshire). Meredydd had also by a dan. of Howell ab Rhys ab , Lewis, and JIfar- 

get veh ilfer.=Dafydd Owen, A. M, father of Morris Cyffin, consecrated Bish. of St. Asaph, 
1603. And, lastly, by Gwenllian vch Gwylym ab Evan Llwyd^ he had Catrin vch JIfer. yyfao-^^ 
William ab Tomas Gronwy, by whom she had Syr Tomas ab William the famous physic, to Qa. 
£liz. that made the Welsh Dictionary, and in whose MS* of Achau I found this banes of JIfere* 
ydd's children by his three wives, which agreeth with a catalogue of them in Lewis Dwn visita- 
tion MS, signed and attested by Owen Wynn oi Caermelwr 4 ab Sion Wynn ab JIfered. and 
grandson to ilferedydd ; dated the 14 of June, 1588. H. Bangor, October IS, 1099, UOO.-^P. S, 
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boulted^ and a watchman to stand at the Garreg big, during divhus 
service ; being a rock whence he might see both the church and 
the house, and raise the crie^ if the house was assaulted. He durst 
not^ although he were guarded with twenty tall^ archers, make 
knowne when he went to church or elsewhere^ or goe or come 
the same way through the woodes and narrowe places^ lest he 
should be layed for : this was in the beginning of his time. To 
strengthen himselfe in the countrey, he provided out of all parts 
adjacent, the tallest and most able men he could hear of. Of these 
he placed colonics in the countrey, filling every empty tenement 
with a tenant or two^ whereof most was on the King^s lands: 
Many of the posteritie of these tenants remaine untill this day. 
One William ap Robert of Iscorum, being one of his followers^ he 
placed in a tenement of the Towneshippe of Gwedir, called Pen- 
craig InkOj now worth <£.30. per annum, who paid for the same 
onely a reliefe to the King or lord, which was 10s. 4d. 

Such were the lawes in those days, and are stilly that if the 
King's tenant holding in freehold^ or freeholder holding under any 
other Lord^ did cease for two years to do his service to the King 
or Lord, the said may re-enter. The writte is called Cessavit per 
bienmum ; the exactions were, in those dayes, soe manifold, that 
not onely the bondmen ranne away and forsooke the King s land, 
but alsoe freeholders their owne land. 

Here to laydowne in particular the Welsh customes would 
make the volume too great 

Owen ap Hugh ap Jevan ap William, great grandchild to the 

* TM at this time often signifiei f^oitf , and ia used by SlialLspeare in tbat sense. P. 

2a 
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sfitcT WilltMfr, enjcyeth tte Imd to tiiis dajr; thovgh in my gprand* 
father's time it wm in sut^^ by the eontriTanee of John ap Mado^ 
ap Hesbell, ^oweli)> hot it is now recoTered by the meaoes of myr 
gtandfether. Einioa ap Orofith c^p Jockes, a freeholder of Fes- 
tiniog and Utanvrothen^ he placed ia the King's frith al Bryatirch^. 
of whoii^ are descended naany in Nantconway^ Festiait^, and 
Lfanvrothen. Howell ap Jevan f^ P^liyn, a DeDbigbshira man^ 
and a tall archer, of whom are descended the race of the PeHyns,. 
he placed in the tenefneat of Garth. He alsoe placed Gruffith ap 
Tudor,, a Denbighshire man^ in Rhiw Groch ; as likewise Jevaii 
IDarid ap Ednyfed^ an Abergeley man, (who felled^ in one day,, 
eighteen oakes^ towards the b«ilcHng of a parte of Penaamen- 
house), in Bwlch y kymid. Lastly, he placed Robert ap Meredith 
in Berthios, whose sonne John ap Robert was dayry-maa there 
aiitill the begkinkig of my time. [And manie others,, too king to be- 
repeated. — Bala MS.] 

In Ddanhadog he found Rys ap Robert, a tall stout man, who 
bdng originally (as they say) a VaynoU Bangor* man borne, and 
a freeholder, killed a man there, forsook his land, and fled thither.. 
Rytbarcb and Richard ap Rys ap Rdi>ert were my father's fosters; 
and from the said Rictiard ap Rys ap Robert is liaealiy descended 
Humphrey t^nesf of Oaveleyn,. Gentleman. Diverse other tall 
and able men dwelt in the coimtrey, which drew to btm, as to their 
defender and eaptaine of the conntrey, soe as within the space of 

* So eaUed from being near Bangor,, to distinguish it from othe* ^bKses beariag tbat 



t Receiver General of North Walles, and aneentar to Mawris Jones of DM. Tb« beiffeit oC 
Ddol in Edemion married Mr. Parry of Llanrhaidr, from whom the pmeot Richard P aery,. Esq^ 
of Uwyn-ynn and Plas uewydd isliaeally descended; — F. £.. 



i « 




ff.'.*.'^ 



certaine yeares, lie was able to make ieven score tall bowmen of - 
his followers^ arrayed, as I have credibly heard, in this manner/ 
Erery one of them had a jacket or arroolett coate, a good steel 
cappe, a short sword and a dagger, together with his bow and ar-^ 
rowes ; most of ttiem alsoe had horses, and chasing slaves*, which 
were to answer the crie upon all events. 

Whereby he grew soe strong that he began to pnt back and to' 
cur be the sanctuary of thieves and robbers t> which at times were 
wont to be above a hundred, well horsed <and well appointed. 

It is to be noted likewise, that certaine gentlemen and freeholders 
dwelt in the countrey, but not many, who were to answer the crie^ 
and to come also upon ibe like distress. 



The Issue of Meredith ap Jevan ap Robert of Keselgyfarch 

Gwedir, Com. Cam. 

By his first wife Alice, sixth daughter of William Gruffith ap Robin 
of Cochwillan^ he had, 

I. William Wynne, who died without issue^ - // r 

IL John Wynne ap Meredith of Gwedir. 4/^6^^^^^^^^ c^,J:7.Id^Hi^ 

III. Rees Wynne. 

IV. Rythereh. ^^ 

y. Margaret, wife first of Rees ap David ap Guillim of Anglesey, 

* Q. if«Mr, i. e. huOin^ tpeari, P. 

t lUs WW befbre described to be Ttpjrttj Etmi, wbich befengedto I6e Kiiigfats Hospitalen^ 
and U not 'fiu' from Dotwyddehm, where this cUeftain retided. These Knights had St. John for 
Iheir patron, and Itence tt is possilily called Yspytty ETaii -, it is bow a anuia village situated os 
the Conway. Dr. Daries venders Yspyttj hoqrfttttWr 
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tfaen of Jevan ap John ap Meredith of Brynkir^ and after him of 
Robert ap Meredith of Bronhaulog. 

VI. Jonet, wife first of Edmund GrufSth, son of Sir William 
GrufBth the elder Knight, after him of Sir John Puleston, Knight. 

VIL Catherine Lloyd, wife of Rowland Gruffith of Plesnewidd. 

VIII. Catherine Gwinniow, wife of Lewis ap Jevan ap David of 



Festiniog. 



t 



IX. Lowry, wife of Rytherch ap David ap Meredith of Baja. 

X. Margaret^ wife of Thomas GrufBth Jeukin. 

By his second wife Gvenhover, daughter of GrufBth ap Howell y 

Farf, relict of Robert GrufBth of PorthamI, 

XL Elizabeth, wife of John ap Robert ap Lin* of Penllech. 

XII. Elen. 

By his third wife Margaret^ daughter of Morris ap John ap Mere- 
dith, he had, 

XIII. Humphrey Meredith, of Keselgyfarch. Al-^*^^ ^2^^^^- ^^y SI^MMyJ^ 

XIV. Cadwalader of Wenallt, father of Thomas, father of Cad-yj.^^^^^T^U-'^t^M! 
walader, father of John Vaughan, father of Cadwalader, M. A.f ^^^"^^^^^^y^ 



XV. Elen, wife of Edward Stanley, Constable of Harddlech. 

XVI. Jane, wife of Cadwalader ap Robert ap Rees, of Rulas. 

XVII. Agnes, wife of Robert Salisbury. 



* This contraction is probably for Llcwelin. Yes !— P. E. 



^4/f: c>^^ Xt^^ ^ ^ 



t Degrees were at this time considered as the highest dignities, and it may not be improper to 
observe, that a clergyman who bath not been educated at the nniversities, is still distinguished in 
some parts of North Wales, by the appellation oi Sir JoAa, Sir fTtWam, Sec, Hence the Sir 
Hugh Evans of Shakespeare is not probably a Welsh knight, who hath taken otdera ; but on^ % 

dejoTQe from dther of the umvenities* ^ y 
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Welsh clergyman, without any reeular denrQe fi 

tAc Arti</' dc^d i7i^^^ 4tt> i^]C.\^ Af'm /^<^' >^^-> 
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MEM OIKS, &«. 



This Country, in Queen Elizabeth's time, produced six that were 
fiishops in sundry places ; and the last in order^ and the first to 
be remembered, (as the course of this History leadeth), was Henrys 
Rowland^ Bishop of Bangor, born at MeuHteyrn^* in Lliiu, son to 
one Roland ab Rhobet, an ancient Esquyre^ who sat in that See 

eighteen years. He was sufficiently learned, for he preached 

I 

twice, with approbation, before king James ; and was a good pro- 
vident governour of his Church and Diocese, a great repairer of 
his decayed Cathedrall Church, and a great builder upon the glebe 
of diverse other Churches which he had in Commendam. In house-* 
keeping and hospitality, both to rich and poor, the greatest that 
hath been in our time, and yet dyed rich^ And though he were 
in the commission of the peace continVkally^ and in other commis- 
sions that came into the country^ yet he would put them off as 
much as in him lay^ having no will to deal but in his own element. 
He lefl an Alms-house for six poor men in the town of Bangor. 
He hath left lands for two Fellowships in Jesus Colledgein Oxen- 
forde, and other lands for the maintenance of a Free School in 
L15'n at Bodtwnog) being the place that he was brought up himself 

« 

* Of which place he became Rector in 1572; advanced to the Deanery of Bangor, August %h 
1593, from whence he was preferr'd, anno 1598, to the Bishoprick. He died July 6, 1616» 
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at school, and liberally left monfj to build it He^ with the yolun- 
tary contributtoD of bis clergy, whereof he had the command in 
good will more than any b^ore hm» bought three fair bells for 
the steeple of the Cathedral Church of Bangor, they having but 
one before. He erected a monument there in the Churchy with 
fair statutes of himself and of hi^ cousin, the next precedent 
Bishop, Doctor Richard Vaughan, with the following inscription: 
Pise memorise duorum Episcoporum in hac Ecclesia proxime 
succedentinm, qui fuerunt contigue nati, Coetanei, sibi iuvicem 
cari Condiscipuli^ Consaogainei ; et illustri Familia Vaughanorum 
de Talhenboat in Evionydd Prior; Filius Thoms ab Robert 
Yachan Generosi de Niffryn in Ll^n, Qui Sedem banc per Biennium 
tenuit, deinde Cestrensem per Septem Annos ; Postea Londinen- 
sem per Triennium tenuit, ubi vitam mensis martii ultimo An. Dom. 
1607, immatura morte commutavit. Ciyus Virtus post funera vivit; 
Posterior Henricus Filius Rolandi ab Robert Armigeri de Mel- 
teyrn in Ll^n et Elisabeth filia Griffini ab Robert Yachan, Armigeri^ 
de Talhenbont, qui annum Consecrationis suse jam agit decimum 
oclavum multosque $igat feliciter ad honorem Dei & Eyangelii 
propagationem, mutuo amore alter ultrique hoc struxit roonumentum 
mense maii, Anno Dora. 1616. 

Orimur, Vicissim morimur. 
Qui non precesserunt sequuntun 

Next to him in that See preceded Richard Vaughan, * D. D. 

• Of tlM Mme mme, but not of the T^iBienbont tribe, was Rhys Vaughn, (the faithful foUowcr 
of Ridiard the Third), who ought to be mentUmed with respect while fidelity is rewarded as a 
virtue. Richard was a tyrant, and the Tilest of men ; but he was Rhys Vyehan*s beneftctor, and 
Rhys Vychan was grateful The foBowbg well attested fact I transUted out of an old MS. at 

2c 
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born also in Llyn, descended of the Vaughns of Talhen-bont^ stn^ 
ancient house of Esquyres. He sat there two years, but neyer 
was at the Bishopric in all that time^ for that the means and 
demesnes * (demains) of the Bishopric was not able to find him 
being. A worthy housekeeper^ and a liberal minded man^ as the 
proof did manifest while he lived at Chester^ whereto he waa tran* 
slated. He was an excellent and a rare scholar, a discreet and 
temperate man^ and very industrious in his vocation^ which shor- 
tened his days. He was translated from Chester to London by 
King James^ in whose good grace and favour he lived as any other 
Bishop (whatever) whatsoever. He dyed a poor man, for he res- 
pected a good name more than wealth. 

Caerwjft : " Rhys Vychao was owner of great lands antf possessions in 1(160, Caernarvonsbirei 
and FUatsbire ; he was Squire of the body onto Richard the Third, and did attend him in his Privy 
Chamber, and by patent was free Denizen within England. He had purchased from the king three 
goodly manors near Whltchnrcb, and haxi purchased Aber, Cemmis, and Wig,, and diverse other 
tfafags, whiclL were aH taken from him by Henry the Seventh. When Richard saw that Stanley 
was become a turncoat, and that the Welshmen had all revoTted fh>m him, he called ft>r a (Boulc) 
bowl of wine, tittiag 9m horseback in his complete armour, and whea the wine was brought him, 
lie called onto Rhys Vychan, and drank unto him in these words, * Here, Vychan, I will drink to 
* thee, the truest Welshman that erer I found in Wales,' and, havuig drank^ threw the bowl over 
kis head, and made towards his enemies, where he was immediately slain." Hereupon Rhys 
Vychan lost all his lands (which was begged by new Cburtiers)- before he could obtain his pardom 
He married Marget Conway,, and left two sons. 

Qo : If Rhys Vychan be the *^ nameless Page " alluded to, by Horace Walpole, in his Historicr 
doubts, as having, made Richard the Third acquainted with Sir James Tyrrel's character, when 
Syr Robert Brackenbury refused to murder the young. Princes in the Tower ? 

* Sir John Wynn evidently alludes to Arthur Bucley, Bishop of Bangor, who granted a Tease of 
all his lands in the hundred of Li^n*, by indenture dated 1M7, ann. prhn. 0, to Oryffydd ab Madoc' 
Vychan for a term of 09 years, at a reserved rent of nine pounds per. ann. It is worthy of re- 
mark that this lease expired the very year [164d] that the Parliamentary Commissioners were 
engaged in making a survey of the Bishop** lands, which is perhaps tlie cfason that these l&nds^ 
(which most be of very considerable value) have not been since recovered. The Commissioners- 
confess, that not havfaig time to take the actual survey, they applied to William Lloyd of PUu*h^ 
who referred them to hb steward Huw Lloyd, by whom they were informed, that the manor ot 
Ederv was leased by WiUUm, Ute Bishop, and William Lloyd of Phuhh^ for three lives^r the- 
ram of idne poonds. vid. Survey of 1643:. 
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Next before him was Nicolas Robynson^ D. D.* born in the 
town of Conway, in Caernarvonshire^ was of honest parents and 
wealthy^ whose father I knew Bailiff of the town, being chief of- 
ficer^ having by their charter authority to keep courts, with ser- 
geants and under officers. He was an excellent scholar^ and would 
have preach'd exceeding well, especially when he did it without 
premeditation, for then he exceeded himself; but upon meditation 
(in my conceit) not so well^ for I have heard him at both ; at St. 
Paul's in London, in time of Parliament, once^ and in the country 
often; whereof I can attribute no occasion, but that he was ex- 
treme choleric, and fearful withal, which^ in my judgement^ put him 
out of his natural bias : withal he was a very wise man. He dyed 
rich, and left many hopeful children^ for whom he bad well pro- 
vided. 

This county.t anon after the beginning of Queen Elisabeth's 
reigu, produced three that were Bishops st once, born within or 
near the town of Conway. The one^ Richard Davies^ first of St. 
Asaph^ after translated to St. David's^ where he govern'd like him- 
self^ and for the honour of our nation, (loving entirely the North- 
wales men) whom he placed in great numbers there^ having ever 
this saying in his mouth, (myn y firi FaglogX his familiar oath, 
" I will plant you. North-wales men, grow if you list.'' Hekeptan 
exceeding great post, having in his service younger brotliers of 
roost of the best houses in that country^ to whom^ with his own 

* Made Dean of Bangor March S, 1S59, and consecrated Bishop thereof on October tt, 1566. 
He died Febmary, lft84— 5, and was bnried in the Cathedral Chnrch near the altar ^ leay'lug five 
sons and one daaghter, by his wife Jane, davghter of Handle Brereton. 

t Cacmanron. 
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sons, Thomas, Peregrine, and Jerson, which I knew at Oxenford, 
both born at Geneva, he gave them good maintenance and educa* 
tion. He did stoutly confront Sir John Parrot, Knight, in tbort 
days an Inward favoarite of the Earl of Leicester, who afterwards 
was Lord Deputy of Ireland^ and one of the Lords of the Privy 
Council^ a man of great possessions in that country, (Who would 
have wrong'd him). He called to him William Salusbary of Plasisa^ 
near Llanrwst, in the county of Denbigh, and divers others, 
Welshmen, profound scholars, and skilful linguists, and translated 
the New Testament, the Psalms, and Book of Common Prayer 
into the Welsh tongue ; and was very far onward vrith the Old 
Testament,* and had gone through with it if variance had not hap«* 
pen'd between him and William Salusbury, (who had liven with 
him almost two years in that business), for the general sense and 
etymology of one word, which the Bishop would have to be one 
way, and William Salusbury t another, to the great loss of the old 
British and mother tongue ; for, being together, they drew Homi- 
lies, Books, and divers other Tracts in the British tongue, and had 
done far more if that unlucky division had not happen^, for the 
Bishop lived five or six years after, and William Salusbury about 

* Dr. Richard Davies translated the Old TesUment from Joshiiah to Uie end of Saaiiel into 
Englisb. betides several of the Epistles. His fiither was David ab Gronw, wlio nirrled Jooet, 
dangfatdi^of David ab Richard, descended from Ednowen Bendew. They had other ohildrai 
besides Richard, 

t William Salnsbury was bom at Pfauisa, near lianrwst, (descended from the Sahisbniys of 
Ueweny). He composed a Welsh treatise on rhetoric^ which was afterwards revised and pob- 
likhed, by Henry Perry, B. D. He translated, and first pnblished Ui print, the Epistles and Oos« 
pels* for the whole year, in King Edward the Sixtfi*s thne. He pvblished also the whole New 
Testament in Welsh, at the command, or by the direction, of the Bishops of Wales, to which Dr» 
Richard Davies prefixed an excellent prefiuory Episde that does him great credit. 



twenty-font, but gate over writing:, (more was the pity), for he was 
a rare scholar; and especially an hebrician, whereof there was nof 
0iany in those days. This worthy Prelate, Richard Davies,* was 
^ poor Curate's son, who served at Cyffio, within half a mile of ihe 
town of Conway, bom at a place called Plas y Person. In Qaeen 
Marie's time he was fain to flee with his wife to Geneva ; where, 
being an exceeding poor man, and living upon (he contribution and 
alms of the fugitives there, he was so industrious that in three 
years time, or somewhat more, he attained the country language 
spoken in Geneva, which I think t6 be French. He served a Cure 
ther^, and preached ; and, in the latter end, lived well thereby. 
Oh ! how my heart doth warm by recording the memory^ of so 
yv'orthy a man 1 He dyed poor, having never had regard to riches. 
Thomas Davies, L. L. B. f and Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Bangor, bom within three miles of the town of Conway, some say 
that he was born within the town, son to Davies^ of Caerh;^n^ 
Oeiit.^ was, after Richard Davies*s translation, elected Bishop of 
St. Asaph, where he sat many years. He had at one tiirie one 

* '^ Was Vicar of Bunihaip, and Rector of Maidsmerton, Co. Backs. «f wkich pcefemieotf be, 
isa'd k»een deprived in Qaeeo Mary's reign, as it seems for being married s became nominated to the 
See of St Asapb by Qaeen Elisabetli, 15(0. On May SI, 1561, he was translated to St Davidl^ 
«rhere he died 1581, at his Episcopal Palace at Abergwille, in the parish chnrch of which place 
lue was barled/* Browne WUli«* 

i Consecrated Bishop of St. Asaph May 21, 15SI. He died aboat Michaelmas, 1571, and was 
liaried at Lianbedry Co. CaemiuTon. Hfi dyed rich, and settled a scholarship on Qneen'fe Coll* 
Cambridge^ 

i The Dalles line ended In an heiress, who married the Rev. Hngh Jones of Brynhyrddyn, 
Mooa ; their daughter and heir Catherine married Ralph Griffith, io whoae fiunily Caerhan re* 
O^ittsnt this day. 



rt - 



KM 



brother called Gruffilli Davia, high Sheriff of the county of Caer- 
nnrvon, and another brother of his. Coroner, and another brother 
Bscheator in the said county. 

In Queen Marie's time sat Wiiliam Glynn* in Bangor; a great 
scholar, and a great hebrician, as by quotation of his books do shew, 
being rare in that lime. He was a good and religious man, after 
the manner of that time. He was born in Hen-eglwjs parish, in 
this eounly of Caernarvon: he was a Priest's son, as I have 
heard. Qu, of what kindred and house? 

Another William Glynn, L. L. D. of the house of Glynnllifon, 
being an ancient house of Esquyrcs, proceeded before liira as Suf- 
fragan to Bishop Skevington,t heing Abbot of Bernmndsey, who 
never canae into the country, but yet bestowed great costs on the 
Cathedral Church of Bangor, for he built the body thereof, and 
the bell tower, and furnished the same with bells, wliich were sold 
by the Bishop, Dean, and Prebends in King Edward (he Sixlh's 
time, when, as it was expected, that all tlie bells in England should 
have rung in the Courtiers purses ; which likely had been so if the 
Duke of Somerset had stood longer. This man, i. e. Glynn, was 
of a stirring spirit, and a great housekeeper ; spent all, and had a 
hand in all the great temporal aQ'airs of the country as well as the 
spiritual. Qu. whether there was any before him of this couutyr 
that were Bishops of Bangor ? 

■ ConMcraleil Bialinp orBin^r, 1SS5.-, tiled, aged St, Mi^ 31, ISfiS, ind was buried arhisovn 
CaUieJral, uenr Ihe Conimuiiion Tuhk. Hewat a de&cenilaiil rrom EiniuQ ab Gvralclimai ofTre- 
reillr, u celcbrnteJ Welcli B^ril, wtiu llouriahed alionl Ihe year K<10. Trevcilir condDned in Ibe 
poueuiou of liU Uucal iksceudunb till Ihe lait owneraold it, in 1T7S, to Wiltiam Evans Etif. 

t Tbomu Pace, aliu Skrviagton, born at SkeviDston, in Leiccderabire, succeeded as Bishop of 
Batigur by papal provision, dat. T Cil. Mar. \liOS. He died in June, 1533, and was buried in the 
Choir of Bcaulleu cliurch, Co. Nortlianiinou, of nhicli piace lie was Abbot See Br owoe Willis^ 
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William Morgan, D. D.* born at Dolwyddelan, in the comot of 
Nant Conway, and county of Caernarvon ; descended of the race 
of the bondmen of that town^ servants (both he and his ancestors) 
to the house of G wydyr, where he was brought up in learning. His 
first preferment was with myself, and by my means ; he was first 
made Bishop of Landaff, and afterwards translated to St. Asaph, 
where he dyedf after he had sat there some two or three years. 
He translated the Old Testament into the Welsh tongue before he 
was Bishop, and while he was Vicar of Llanrhaidr yn moch- 
Dant« in the county of Denbigh, whence he had the benefit and 
help of Bishop Davis and William Salusbury's works, who had done 
a great part thereof; yet he carried the name of all. He repaired 
and slated the chancel of the Cathedral Church of St. Asaph, which 
was a great ruin. He died a poor .man. He was a good scholar, 
both a grecian and hebrician. X 

In Queen Elisabeth's time lived John Wynn, Doctor of the 
Arches, § born at Gwydyr, in the said county of Caernarvon, 
youngest son to John Wynu (of Gwydyr) ab Meredydd. lu his 

• *' That iocomparable man for piety, indaatry, zeal for religion and his cooDtry, was the son of 
John Morgan, by his wife Lowry, daughter of Gwylym ab Johli, descended from Marchudd. He 
was Cftdacated at St. Jolin's College, Cambridge, and was (first) Vicar of Welsh Pool, 1575, and 
thence in^ferred to the Vicarage of LJanrhaidrym mochnent, Co. of Denbigh, and Diocese of St. 
Asaph, 1588." P. B.WiUiams. 

. Consecrated Bishop 4>f Landaff in 1505. He published his Welsh Bible in 1588. 

t Was transbited ton the See of Lan4aff to* St Asaph on September 17, 1601, where» dying on 
September 10, 1604, he was bnried the next day, in the Choir of the Cathedral Church. 

X The abore account shews Sir John Wynn*8 pique against Bishop Morgan. Vide Yorke*s R. 
Tribes. 

i Viz. Ad?ocate in the Arches Court of Canterbory. 
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youth, being' fellow of St. John's CIpHege^ atid Doctor of the Uni- 
yeraity, be arre^te^ John, Duke of Northumberiand, who yielded 
tinto him. He died without i$s^ue, and gathered a great estate^ 
which he left to GruSydd WynUi second brother of that bouse# 

« 

He was a les^rned man, and a bountiful housekeeper; and never 
married. He founded two Fellowships^ and three Scholarships a4 
St. John's College in Cambridge, whereof he had been Fellow^ 
Thb small foundation hatb God sa blest, of fifty years staiMling at 
the most^ that it hath, ptodi^ed in our own tinoe the Right Honor* 
able John. Williams, D. D. Bishop of Ljncoln^ and Lord Keepeif 
of the Great Seal of England. 

Owen Wynn^ D. D^ son to Gruffydd Wymi, aod brother to tho^ 
said fojunder, now master of that College. God grant that his 
mercy may follow the same society for ever, 

James Ellis, Doctor of the Civil Law, and Chancellor of Peter*^ 
borough, in Queen £li$abethf8 time; son to Ellis Mauris^ boroan 
Cleneneu, Go. Caernarvon, 

William Gruffitbi Doctor of the Arches^ one of the younger sonp 
of William Gruffith of Caernarvon, bom in Caernarvon, Judge of 
the Admiralty in North Wales, in Queen Elisabeth's time, 

Mauris Glynn, Doctor of the Civil Law^ son to Robert ab Me* 
redydd^ born at Glynnllifon, Co. Caernarvon. A younger brother 
of that house^ was Dean of the Arches, died vrithout isdue^ and 
what he had he left to reiig^ious howreSt He lived in King Henry 
the Eighlh*s time^ before the ruin of Monasteries. 

Gr^^ffith Williams, D. D.* born at Treveilian^ in the said county^ 

* A folio volume of hU works wsis printec) iu his Ufe-Ume : its principal object s^eois to |i^ th^ 
refutation of Popef^. 



of ahcient freeholders, his mother well descended, being of the 
iiOTiflie of Penmynydd * in Motia; a great scholar, and an indus- 
trious preacher of God's word, as appears by divers of bis sermons 
in London, preached at St. Paul's Gross, and me extant in prints 
Also, he was Lecturer in St Paul's for some eight years together ; 
now Chaplain in Household to the Right Honourable the Earl 
Montgomery. 

Owen Meredydd, sometime fellow of Alls Souls, in Oxenford, 
B. D. ; an honest man, and a good scholar ; son to M eredydd ab 
Tomas Gruffith, of Clynnog, Co. Caernarvon^ 

Edmund Griffith, B. D. t and now Dean of Bangor, born at 
Llyn, in the same county, and a younger son to Grufiydd]; ab Sioa 
Grufiydd of Cevenamlwch, of an ancient house, and a worthy 
gentleman in Divinity. 

WiMiam Bryncir, Bachelor in Divinity, born at Bryncir, in the 
(Comot of Evionydd, in the said county, a younger son to Robert 
Bryncin 

The county of Caernarvon also produced Sir William Jones, ( 
now living, who was Chief Justice of the King's Bench in the 
Realm of Ireland : and now is one of the Judges of the Common 
Pleas at Westroynster. He was born in Ll^n, at his own house; 
called Castellmarch, which is a very ancient house of gentlemen* 

X Owen Tudor wsis of (bat hc^iue. ' 

f Beeame Detii of Bangor fan 162t« Sir Jolm Wymi Aying in 15S6, did dot Utc to see him coo« 
Mcrated Hishop of Bangor, Febmary, 1632. He died. May 20, 1637, and uras bnried in his own 
Cathedral. 

t Gryfiydd 2 ab SioB married Catrin, daughter of Sir Richard Budey, of Baran HilL Edmund 
as their fourth son. 

t Sir William Jones married Marget, daughter of Oryfl^dd ab Sion* They had four somu 
2£ 
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In King Henry the Sixth's time, there was also a Judge df Conn 
mon Pleas, Jeffrey Coy tmor^ born in the hundred of Nant Conway; 
in this county of Caernarvon, of the Coytmors there, which wete 
Tery gentlemen. His grandfather, Howell Coytmor,* lieth buried 
under a fair monument in Llanrwst church, in the county of Den- 
bigh. He was captain of a hundred Denbighshire men, with the 

Black Prince, at the field of Poytiers, where John, King of France, 

> 

was taken. He lived at Henle upon Thames. 

William Thomas, son and heir to Rhys Thomas, born in Caer- 
narvon ; captain of two hundred men out of North Wales ; went 
with Robert, Earl of Leycester, to the Low Couulrics,^ where, find- 
ing Sir Thomas Morgan, and Sir Roger Williams, f and Sir Marty n 
Shink, the most forward of that army, associated himself with them, 
and especially with Sir Marlyn Shink, and with him put himself 
and his company into Berke upon Rhyn ; whereas, the Prince of 
Parma, with all his army, did invest him, and besieged them for a 
great time, omitting nothing that was to be perform'd for the wiu« 
ning of the same ; but, in the end, be was fain to give it over ; 
after which time, both Sir Martyn Shink and he came to the Earl 
of Leycester, to the camp before Suttroin, where, in that great 
skirmish, Sir Phillip Sydney was hurt to the death, and slain ; a 
brave, courageous, wise gentlenoan as any in this country produced 
in his time, or for many ages before. He had been Page to the 
Duchess of Somerset, and was brought up under the same Tutors 
as her sou the F^ord Edward Somerset was, who was not much order 

* Dafydd, son of this Howel Coytmor, sold fiis paternal property, Gwydyr, to Jevan ah Bfteca- 
dydd, ancestor to Sir John Wynn, the historian. 

t Of Fenrhos,. Momuoathshire. 
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thilQ he. He could speak Latin, Italian, and French. It was 
thought that his Language was the occasion of his death ; for it is 
reported, that he yielded himself in the Italian tongue.— ^envious 
that he should possess such a prisoner, kill'd him in cold blood. 
These are reported, and whether true or no I cannot say ; but 
there he died. 

Gruffydd Wynn, born at Gwydyr, second son of John Wynn ab 
Meredydd^ served in his youth Sir Edmund Knivett^ Knight^ Lord 
of the castle of Buckname^ in Norfolk ; who, having had a quarrel 
in those days with the Lord Fitzwalter, son and heir to the Earl of 
Sussex, for his mother in law, the EarFs wife, with whom it was 
thought he was too familiar, retained a great many of our country 
gentlemen, on wliom it was thought he did most rely for his safety. 
There served him at one time four of the house of Gwydyr, viz. 
next Gruffydd Wynn, Cadwalader Wynn ab Mercdydd, John ab 
Rhys Wynn, and David Lloyd ab Rhys Wynn, brethren. Thomas 
Williams, father to Sir William Williams, Baronet, and one of the 
younger sons of William Williams the elder, of Cochwillan, and 
Edward Williams his brother, which also was a man at arms at 
Bullen, and servant to Lord Paget. Qu. whether he was his man ' 
or no. 

Sir Edward Knivet, being a very gallant forward gentleman, 
was the first that, of the King's side, did set upon the rebels of 
Northfolk, who lay in the neighbouring village 500 strong, with 
thirty horse of his own servants, where he kill'd five or six of the 
rebels ; but there he received a blow, which, afterwards, was the 
occasion of his untimely death. From thence he rode to the Court, 
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to advise the state of the rebellion^ and to get the King'i pardoA 
for those that he had kill'd. From the Court he retum'd in great 
credit and authority with the Marquis of Northampton, the Lord 
Sheffield, and diverse other noblemen. Gruffydd Wynn was with 
Sir Edmund^ and was of his Chamber, and with him in all places^ 
and at the battle that was fought within the city of Norwich be*^ 
tween the Marquis of Northampton, General for the King's forces, 
and Kett^ wherein the King's men were put to the worst, and the 
Lord Sheffield and many other gentlemen kill'd. 1 have heard 
himself often reported, that his master and he were as forward as 
the Lord Sheffield ; they were arm'd with while armour, capapee,* 
&C.&C. and that he received such a blow at that time on the head that 
be staggar'd, and one of his horse ears were cut off with a gleeve t 
and thrust through the wy thers ; and if it had not been for the 
goodness of his horse he had never come off, who brought him to a 



park near the city, and there fell under him dead. And he did 
verily believe that the cause of the Lord Sheffield's death was the 
reason that he was in guilded armour, and therefore they sought 
after him more than others. J Sir Edmund Knyvet's Lady was 
fain to flee by night from her house to Fremingham castle^ where 
the King's daughter, the Lady Mary, then lay. The rebels came 
to Buckingham castle and burnt it^ and made havoc of all that they 
found therein, for the people were all fled. The Marquis, and Sir 
Edmund, and the rest that survived, returning to the Court, the Earl 

* Polished steel was so called. 

t A glaive, an ordinary cutting and thrust weapon of the Infantry, being a large blade on t!|e 
end of a pole. Sec Dr. Mey rick's very valuable work upon ancient armour. 

% Many instances occur of persons bavuig been pat to deatbfor the sake of their unnoor. 
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of Warwick, and diverse other noblemen, as appeareth by the 
Chronicle of that time, and Sir Edmund, were sent down against 
the rebels, with a great army, where they fought with and overthrew 
them ; and Kett was slain, whose nag and saddle being of russet 
velvet, Gruffydd Wynn brought home with him to Gwydyr, and 
the nag was call'd "GUsKett,"* by his former master's name, 
while he lived. 

After Sir Kdmmid's death. Gruffydd Wynn became servant to 
AVilliam, Larl of Penihroke, with whom he serv'd as a man at arms 
at Wyatt's field, in ranks that day with old William Mostyn, Esq. 
who serv'd the Earl also. His younger brother. Doctor Gwynii, 
innde him his heir, and thereby advanc'd his estate much. He was 
the most bountiful housekeeper, both to rich and poor ; a relig;ious, 
stout, and wise man ; and was high Sheriff of the two counties of 
Denbigh and Meirionydd. I boug;ht him a commission to be Jus- 
tice of the Peace in the counties of Caernarvon and Meirlonydd, 
but he refused them. At his death, his living was worth a thousand 
pounds p. aim. and was wealthy withal. 

Robert Wynn, born at Gwydyr, in the said county, third son to 
John Wynn ab Meredydd, serving Sir Phillip Hohbie, Knight, 
in his Chamber, (being one of the council of King Henry the eighth, 
and a great commander of his army), was with the King and his 
master at the siege of Bullen, where he receiv'd a shot in his leg, 
whereof he was 'long lame: notwithstanding all the surgery the 
King's men could afford, it was strange that the surgeons could 
not find it at tirst and have it out, but it remain'd in that place for 

• i. a. KelCs Orey. 

2p 
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the time be foremen tioned ; it was wont, som'etitDes in four years, 
sometimes in six years^ to grieve him, drawing an inflammation to 
his 'legy which by repercusives being driven back, he should be 
well again. First, he married Dorothy^ daughter of Sir William 
Gruffydd, of Penrhyn, Knight, Chamberlain of North Wales, and 
widow to William Williams the younger, of Coch willan, who was 
a woman in years, and with whom he lived till he was past three 
score and six years old. Afterward, hie married a young gentle- 
woman, daughter of James Dymoc, of Willington, in the county 
of Flint, who, in his old age, brought him many children. Some 
six years after his last marriage, his wonted inflammation took him 
in the leg with an extraordinary vehemence, so that he supposed 
it would endanger his life ; in the end it grew to a beat, and he 
that was of his Chamber found with his probe a hard thing in the 
orifice, which he supposed a great scale of his shin bone : fearing 
least the same should rot, he being at my house at Gwydyr, I 
brought him to his chamber, desiring that I might see his man dress 
his leg afore he went to bed ; being unbound, and the sore open, 
I found with my nail a hard thing in the orifice, and of a great 
length ; so I calFd for the probe, and with the same searched the 
wound deeper than his man durst, for fear of hurting him, and found 
that it was no bone, but the lead that had lain so long in his flesh ; 
and so sent for a surgeon to cut the dead flesh and skin and pull it 
out, which he did, and he was well recovered, and felt no pain at 
all while he lived. 

He was at the rummage and burning of Edenborough and Leilh, 
in Scotland^ and the memorable journeys mentioned in the Cbro- 



117 

nicies in King Henry the Eighth and Edward the Sixth 's time, 
excepting Marlborough field/ in Scotland, whereat I did hear him 
say be was not. In the latter part of King Edward the Sixth's 
reign^ his master was sent Ambassador to the Emperor -Cbarle s 
the Fifth, who was then in Hungary, with the greatest army that 
the Christians ever had, to confront Solymau the Turk, that came 
with 500 thousand men to conquer Christendom ; at whiqh 
service both his master and he was. His master being revoked by 
Queen Mary, and another placed in his steady by reason of his re- 
ligion being a protestant, found the Queen's countenance averted 
from him ; whereupon, after he had kept his house for a while very 
privately, he desired of the Queen license to travel^ which she 
granted with this addition, that she would give him leave, and all 
of his opinion, to travel out of the land and never return. He 
travelled not, but within a while after died in his own house, of 
melancholy and grief of mind. Robert Wynn, his servant, re- 
turned home, and anon after married as aforesaid, and built a goodly 
house t in the town of Conway, in this county of Caernarvon, 
where he kept a worthy plentiful house all his time ; and lieth 
buried in the church there, having two monuments, the one for 
himself, and another for his first wife. 

Hugh Griffith, I son to Griffith ab John of Cefnamlwch, a very 
proper man, of a comely tall personage, was by his fiither put an 

* Qu. If Mosselborongli ? 

t This lioase stUl existi, opposite the Inn, and retains many proofs of the fiuicifal decorations of 
Uie period, 

t He was third son of Griffith ab John, bj Catrin Boldey, and brother to Edmnnd Gryfiydd the 
Bishop of Bangor. Page III. 
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apprentice to a merchant adventure in London^ ^hom he served 
very honestly and well untill his years were out, and became fac- 
tor, both for his master and others, in the parts beyond the seas : 
and passing from London towards his place of trade, with twelve 
hundred pounds, which he had taken up upon his own credit, 
was taken by the Dunkyrks^and there imprisoned, and thence de- 
livered by the means of Hugh Owen, who was the private council' 
to the Prince of Parma. This Hugh Owen was born in this coun- 
ty^ St younger brother of an ancient gentleman's house call'd PlAs 
du ; he serv'd in great credit with the Earl of Arundel, and was a 
chief actor in the Duke of Norfolk's action, and was thought to be 
the wisest man amongst them ; and when he saw that his counsel 
was not followed, travcrs'd his ground in time into Brussels, where 
he continued privy councellor to that state forty years, and until 
the end of his days. Tliis Hugh Griffith being by his means re- 
leased, and having paid his ransom, and having lost his credit ir- 
revocable, gets a letter of mark, and furnish'd himself to sea, and 
proves there the worthiest, the most valiant captain of any nation 
that was at sea. In the end, within the straights lighting upon 
the ship of war of the King of Spain, that carried the King of 
Spain's treasure out of Italy into Spain, resolved either there to 
die or to win it, which, in the end, he did, afler a most admirable 
fight for four or five days continuance, having slain the most 
valiant captain, being a Dutchman, and a great number of the sol- 
diers, but having received a great loss by the other, himself being 
sore hurt, and his company so weakened that he was fain to be 
taken himself to Argier * for refuge ; where, either be died of his 
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iitiilSy or was poisoDed^ ami his goods seized upon to the Turk's use, 
Robert Powell^ one of his followers, returned home full of double 
pistolets, who was searched, tortured, and beaten, to make him 
confess, as he -told me lumself. He also told me, that in the fi^ht, 
which was long, fierce, and admirable, both parties would rest at 
times, and the captains parly, and drink one to another. 

For martial men, our age bath produced out of this 'County Sir 
Mauris Grfffitb, Knight, bom in the town of Caernarvon, and one 
oTtbe younger sons of William Griffith. He served in the realm 
of Ireland all his youth, and was captain there ; and for his good 
service received his degree : and liveth at this time in conachtat 
caslell, which himself built, and is called Bala me Busk : and he 
is one of the council of the province. 

Captain Pritchard, born at Madryn isa, in Ll;^h, in tlie said 
county of Caernarvon, younger brother to GriiBth ab Richard, heir 
of that house ; commanded with great credit 100 men, under the 
states of the Low Countries, in Queen Elizabeth's time. 

Sir Richard Wynn, of Caernarvon, Knight, of the house of 
Bryncir, captain of a hundred men in Ireland, provost martial of 
Flushing, under Sir Phillip Sydney, sometime page to. captain 
Ro|ieIa]|, who was slain in the North of Ireland, whose armour 
he brought to Sir Henry Sydney, then Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
whose follower he was all his life time after: and after his death, 
and for his sundry good services, being knighted ; and after hav- 
ing got the widow of captain Thomas aforementioned in the coun- 
try, lived at Caernarvon all the rest of his time. He was one of 
2g 
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the conncit <^ the marches^ keeping a Very wortby honse^ bein^ 
a religions, honest, and true-hearted man to 'bis friend, having al^- 
Mrays in bis mouth this saying, •'•Duw a diwedd da/' wfaicb in 
English is. '' God and a good end," which no question God did 
hear, for he made a christian and a good end, as Gryffydd Wil* 
liams^ * Doctor in Divinity, now living, being his ghostly father at 
bis end; and respecting which, alsa, the Rev. Father, Lewis, now 
Bishop of Bangor, preaching the funeral sermon of William Glynn, 
of Glynnllifoo, Knight, did remember persuading all to the imita* 
tion of him. 

The memorable services of John Wynn ab Hugh,t born at Bod- 
fel, in LI yn, in the said county^ whereof he was Lord, he now in 
this tract is not to be forgotten. He was standard-bearer to John 
Earl of Warwick, and afterwards Duke of Northumberland, in 
the great field fought between him and Kett, and the rebels of 
Nortbfolk and Suffolk near Norwich, in Edward the Sixth's time, 
his horse was slain under him, and himself hurt, and yet he upheld 
<he great standard of England. There in mention of this shot 
made at the standard of England in the Chronicles of that time, 
for the which service the Duke of Northumberlind bestowed upon 
him two fine things in Ll^'n, viz. the Isle of Bardsey, and the De- 
mesne House of the Abbot of Bardsey, near Aberdaron, called 

* See page 11<K 

t Jolm Wyon ab Hogh wa» Sfaeriff of Caernarvon in 1551 ; and married EkbetA, daagfiter to» 
Sir Jolm Puleston ; by her he had Hugh Gwynn Bodvel, Sheriff of Caemarron in 1597, grand- 
latfaer to Sir John Bodvel, Knight, likewise Sheriff of Caemanron 1628, whose daughter and heir, 
Sara, married Robert Roberts, son of Lord Viscount Bodmyu,and their son, Charles, was created 
Earl of Radnor. 
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the CowrtwiUi. The honourable mention made of his good seiw 
vice in the graot, which I have seen and read, a rare matter to find 
80 good a master. 




B. JONES, PRINTER, RXJTHIN. 
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